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NEW-ENGLAND 


^UTES 

OF  THE 

ANNUAL  CONFERENCE. 


ABSTKACT  OF  DAILY  PEOCEEDINGS. 

Beginning  a  Methodist  Annual  Conference  with  a  party !  What  an  idea ! 
What  greater  evidence  can  an  old-time  Methodist,  or  a  modern  conservative 
individual  of  that  style  of  religion,  need  to  establish  his  charge  of  backsliding 
than  this  ?  Yet  any  one  looking  in  on  the  company  drawn  together  in  East 
Boston,  on  Tuesday  evening,  by  the  generous  invitation  of  the  brethren  and 
sisters  of  the  Meridian-street  Church,  could  not  well  demur  thereto,  unless  they 
were  confining  themselves  to  a  very  generous  diet  of  vinegar,  with  occasional 
alternations  of  vitriol  for  a  change.  The  sociality  and  good  cheer  so  evidently 
dominant  must  have  been  quite  too  infectious  for  that. 

We  will  not,  however,  venture  any  lengthy  apology  for  the  practice  of  hold- 
ing Conference  Reunions,  but  will  content  ourselves  by  simply  saying  as  we 
pass,  that,  while  the  Methodists,  as  a  class,  are  somewhat  noted  for  maintain- 
ing the  best  type  of  social  religious  meetings,  —  so  much  so  that  about  all  the 
other  evangelical  denominations  are  in  these  latter  days  emulating  their  zeal 
and  efforts  in  this  regard  (and,  may  be,  will  issue  a  new  edition  thereof,  revised 
and  improved),  —  they  are  now  in  a  fair  way  to  show  themselves  as  capable  of 
being  at  home  in  the  line  of  religious  social  gatherings.  Certainly  this  attempt 
in  that  direction  was  no  failure.  The  salutary  reflections  thrown  out  by  our 
beloved  Bishop  Ames,  in  his  practical  remarks  on  New-England  character  and 
ideas,  and  his  amusing  olla  podrida  of  her  quaint  characteristics  ;  the  unctuous 
and  enlivening  speech  of  Dr.  Trimble,  as  he  recited  to  our  eager  ears  the  touch- 
ing incidents  of  the  conversion  of  Bishop  Ames  and  himself  at  the  same  altar, 
forty  years  ago ;  the  racy  and  most  fraternal  spirit  pervading  the  remarks  of 
Brother  B.  K.  Peirce ;  and  Dr.  True's  retrospective  and  almost  politico- 
prophetic  reply  to  the  address  of  welcome  from  Brother  W.  R.  Clark,  —  will 
not  soon  fade  from  the  mind  or  heart  of  those  favored  with  being  present  on 
that  occasion. 

The  festival  in  the  vestry,  at  the  close  of  this  delightful  interview,  was 
highly  appreciated  by  the  large  company  of  guests,  —  made  so  in  a  double 
sense  by  the*  hospitalities  of  that  evening  and  the  following  week. 
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OPENING  SESSION. 

The  sacramental  service,  by  common  consent,  has  come  to  supersede  the 
more  formal  mode  of  introducing  the  business  of  our  Conferences  (reading 
Scripture  selections,  singing,  and  prayer)  which  was  in  vogue  so  long,  —  and 
the  effect  of  the  change  is  undoubtedly  for  the  best.  On  these  occasions, 
ministers  and  people  unite  in  commemorating  the  sufferings  of  our  "  blessed, 
blessed  Master,"  with  great  spiritual  profit. 

The  roll-call  showed  the  unprecedented  number  of  six-score  and  more  of 
the  members  of  the  Conference  present  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  in  spite 
of  the  very  untoward  state  of  the  travelling.  The  organization  of  the  Con- 
ference—  i.  e.,  its  equipment  of  secretary  and  assistants  —  was  completed  in 
a  great  deal  less  time  than  it  takes  us  to  write  this  brief  allusion  thereto,  and 
the  body  was  at  its  week's  work  with  a  will.  The  great  mistake  at  the  start, 
we  opine,  was  in  deferring  the  regular  day's  work  till  away  into  the  noon 
hours  :  eight  o'clock  is  late  enough  for  such  a  body  of  working-men,  tarrying 
with  families,  generally,  whose  social  head  is  up  and  off  at  his  work  a  full  hour 
before  that  time,  year  in  and  year  out. 

The  first  item  in  the  programme  following  was  to  set  every  member  of  the 
body  about  some  responsible  portion  of  the  week's  task ;  and  so,  excepting 
the  invalids,  every  man  was  called  for  duty  with  a  platoon  of  comrades,  within 
the  first  hour  of  business.  Some  were  set  to  gathering  and  collating  all  the 
facts,  great  and  small,  statistical  and  financial,,  that  had  occurred  for  the  sixty- 
ninth  year  of  our  history,  now  concluded  ;  others  were  detailed  to  inquire 
into  the  history  of  the  service  rendered  our  common  cause  by  those  who  had 
fallen  since  our  last  rendezvous ;  others  still  were  sent  out  to  reconnoitre 
the  field,  and  report  to  us  in  the  general  and  particular  what  had  been  done, 
and  what  was  needed  to  be  done  in  reference  to  this,  that,  and  the  other  post ; 
while  all  were  to  be  summoned  to  answer,  for  themselves  or  others,  in 
regard  to  the  fidelity  with  which  duty  had  been  done. 

A  large  congregation  assembled  in  the  afternoon,  when  a  sermon  was 
delivered  by  Rev.  Angelo  Canoll  of  Worcester,  on  the  "  Power  of  the  Gospel 
as  a  Revealer  of  the  Human  Heart  in  its  Wickedness,  its  Weakness,  and  its 
Hopes." 

The  evening  service  consisted  of  the  annual  Conference  sermon,  and  was 
delivered  by  Rev.  John  Noon,  —  theme,  "  Punishment  an  Integral  Part  of  the 
Divine  Plan  of  Moral  Government."  Striking  a  vein  of  thought  not  often  pre- 
sented on  these  occasions,  it  was  nevertheless  in  strict  accordance  with  the 
vote  of  the  Conference  a  few  years  since,  insisting  that  the  "  Conference  ser- 
mon "  should  be.  exacted  to  discuss  our  denominational  belief;  and,  as  such, 
we  were  favored  with  a  clear  and  well-presented  exposition  of  the  ground  on 
which  we  stand  in  this  particular  regard.  The  sermon  was  listened  to  with 
deep  interest  by  a  crowded  audience. 

SECOND  DAY. 

After  an  excellent  and  refreshing  prayer-meeting  of  an  hour,  the  Confer- 
ence resumed  its  business,  — that  is  to  say,  the  examination  into  t\ie  character 
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sustained  by  every  minister  connected  with  the  body,  which  is  the  work  of  an 
annual  Methodist  Conference,  par  excellence.  Till  this  is  done,  the  Confer- 
ence cannot  adjourn ;  and  its  presiding  bishop  is  subject  to  arraignment  for 
maladministration,  if  he  fail  to  "  call  the  name,  or  cause  to  be  called,  that  of 
every  preacher,  young  or  old,  sick  or  well,  resident  or  non-resident,  in  open 
Conference,"  that  any  and  every  body  desiring  to  do  so  may  have  oppor- 
tunity to  answer  to  the  clear,  ringing,  oft-repeated  question,  "  Is  there  any 

THING-  AGAINST  BROTHER   9  " 

Beside  attending  to  this  matter  this  forenoon,  as  far  as  the  time  allowed, 
those  young  ministers  designing  to  join  the  body  were  called  before  the  altar, 
and  addressed  at  length  by  the  bishop,  giving  them  to  understand  distinctly 
what  concessions  of  private  prerogative  they  would  be  obliged  to  make,  and 
what  privileges  they  might  be  entitled  to  expect,  by  identifying  themselves 
with  this  particular  corps  of  the  grand  army  of  Jesus  Christ.  His  address 
was  replete  with  sound  suggestions,  enforced  with  a  fervid  style  of  expression, 
which  characterizes  all  his  public  efforts.  The  candidates  were  individually 
catechised  on  the  fundamental  points  of  doctrine  recognized  by  the  Method- 
ist-Episcopal Church,  and  also  as  to  their  experimental  status ;  and  the  ex- 
amination concluded  by  the  regular  categorical  challenge,  insisted  on  year 
by  year,  "  Do  you  use  tobacco  in  any  form  ?  "  All  but  one  answered,  "  No," 
and  with  an  emphasis,  generally,  to  the  gratification  of  the  members. 

The  afternoon  service  was  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  New-England 
Education  Society,  consisting  of  a  report  of  the  doings  of  the  society,  and 
addresses  by  Rev.  P.  Wood,  Rev.  Dr.  Trimble  of  Ohio,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Matti- 
son  of  New  Jersey,  all  in  favor  of  a  high  state  of  ministerial  qualification,  but 
none  of  them  dwelling  on  the  significant  fact  that  few  or  none  of  the  sons  of 
wealthy  families  enter  our  ministry,  —  hence  the  importunate  necessity,  if  the 
Church  insists  on  a  higher  standard  of  intellectual  training  and  culture,  which 
is  true  beyond  a  doubt,  she  should  show  her  consistency  therein  by  lending 
to  worthy  young  men  a  sympathizing  and  helping  hand  in  obtaining  that 
qualification. 

The  evening  was  given  up  to  listening  to  a  sermon  on  Missions  by  Rev.  N. 
Fellows,  who  enforced  the  great  need  of  the  human  race  being  supplied  with 
something  more  than  physical  aliment  from  the  words  of  the  Saviour,  "  Man 
shall  not  live  by  bread  alone."  The  spacious  and  beautiful  Saratoga-street 
Church  was  crowded  to  hear  it. 

THIRD  DAY. 

The  operilng  devotional  services  this  morning  were  prefaced  by  Brother 
Sargeant  with  the  sad  announcement  of  the  sudden  decease,  the  evening 
previous,  of  the  wife  of  our  dear  brother  Thomas  Marcy.  Deep  sympathy 
was  manifested  for  Brother  Marcy,  not  only  in  the  opening  prayer,  but  subse- 
quently by  the  appointment  of  a  delegation  of  the  brelJiren  to  convey  to 
him  the  assurance  of  our  sorrow  at  his  irreparable  loss,  and  to  attend  the 
funeral  obsequies  in  behalf  of  the  Conference. 

The  election  of  delegates  to  the  ensuing  General  Conference  was  made  the 
business  of  this  session.    The  number  of  members  of  our  body  being  over 
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two  hundred,  and  the  ratio  of  representation  being  one  for  every  thirty  preach- 
ers, and  a  fraction  of  twenty,  it  was  announced  that  seven  delegates  was 
the  number  to  which  the  Conference  was  entitled.  Tellers  were  appointed, 
and,  in  less  time  than  it  takes  us  to  write  this  paragraph,  "  the  '  die '  was 
cast ; "  and  while  the  tellers  were  engaged  in  analyzing  the  result,  Dr.  Mattison, 
in  behalf  of  the  American  and  Foreign  Christian  Union,  addressed  the 
members  on  the  subject  of  Romanism,  and  the  persistent  energy  with  which 
her  Jesuitical  emissaries  among  priests  and  nuns  are  striving  to  bring  our 
country  under  the  control  of  the  "  mother  of  harlots."  L.  R.  Thayer,  James 
Porter,  Wm,  Butler,  and  David  Sherman  were  elected  delegates. 

The  examination  of  ministerial  character  was  continued  to-day,  but  with- 
out being  completed.  One  preacher,  who  had  been  unable  to  perform  any  pub- 
lic labor  during  the  entire  year,  attributed  the  paralysis  under  which  he  had 
been  suffering  to  the  use  of  hair-dye,  as  he  asked  his  brethren  to  grant  him 
a  superannuated  relation.  He  made  this  statement  from  a  conviction  of 
duty  to  the  Conference,  —  of  many  of  whom,  we  may  add,  it  may  be  said 
that  they  "  die  [dye]  daily,"  in  a  sense  quite  different  from  St.  Paul's  use  of 
that  phrase. 

A  document  from  the  National  Council  of  Unitarian  and  other  Churches 
was  received,  and  respectfully  referred  for  consideration  to  a  committee. 

The  afternoon  was  devoted  to  a  public  session  of  the  Committee  on  Lay 
Delegation,  in  which  all  laymen  were  invited  to  address  the  Committee  who 
desired  to  do  so.  A  large  audience  convened,  and  patiently  listened  to 
speeches  from  several  on  both  sides  of  this  question,  —  Thomas  Kniel,  Esq., 
of  Westfield,  leading  the  advocates,  and  E.  F.  Porter,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  the 
opponents  of  the  measure. 

The  evening  brought  a  thronged  house  to  listen  to  a  Ministerial  Education 
sermon  from  Rev.  J.  A.  M.  Chapman,  founded  on  the  words,  "  Preach  the 
Word."  The  sermon  abounded  with  caustic  remarks  on  clerical  indolence 
and  neglige. 

FOURTH  DAY. 

The  principal  business  of  to-day  was  the  election  of  the  balance  of  the 
delegates,  only  four  of  whom  were  elected  yesterday.  Three  more  ballotings 
were  had,  resulting  in  the  election  of  Gilbert  Haven,  Jefferson  Hascall,  and 
Wm.  R.  Clark ;  and  as  reserve  delegates,  J.  Cummings  and  D.  Dorchester. 

The  rest  of  the  session  was  consumed  principally  in  discussing  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Country ;  which  was  a  timely  and  strong 
indorsement  of  Congress  in  its  grappling  with  treason  at  the  capitol,  as  well 
as  in  the  Southern  departments  of  our  country.  It  had  the  right  ring  in  it, 
and  brought  the  members,  bishop  and  all,  to  their  feet  in  indorsement  of  it. 

An  amusing  episode  was  thrown  in  here,  on  occasion  of  the  fixing  of  the 
seat  of  our  next  session,  —  some  little  facetiousness,  mixed  in  with  consider- 
ble  matter-of-fact,  lubricated  the  subject  till  the  vote  was  called  for,  when  the 
brethren  quickly  decided  to  go  to  Webster  to  do  our  next  year's  Conference 
work. 

Philip  Phillips,  the  "  sweet  singer  in  [our]  Israel,"  gave  one  of  his  unri- 
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vailed  concerts,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Preachers'  Aid  Society,  to  a  crowded 
audience,  this  evening.  As  a  melodist,  he  is  possessed  of  singularly  charming 
qualities  of  vocal  execution;  and,  what  is  more  singular,  he  makes  all 
subsidiary  to  his  "  blessed,  blessed  Master's  "  service,  never  singing  a  ques- 
tionable composition  even,  and  in  no  case  commencing  a  concert  without  first 
having  invoked  God's  blessing.  His  concerts  are  enriched  also  by  the  pure 
and  inimitably  fine-toned  Reed  Organs  of  the  Messrs.  S.  D.  &  H.  W.  Smith 
of  Boston,  —  one  of  whose  superb  instruments  he  always  carries  with  him 
(See  4th  p.  of  cover  for  their  advertisement.)  We  take  sincere  satisfaction  in 
commending  these  church  and  parlor  organs  to  the  notice  of  all  our  readers, 
for  their  superb  mechanical  as  well  as  musical  excellences. 

SUNDAY 

Witnessed  the  usual  Conference  Love-Feast  at  nine  o'clock,  which  was  a  pleas- 
ant and  refreshing  occasion,  and  was  followed  by  an  excellent  and  practical 
discourse,  by  Bishop  Ames,  on  the  significance  and  value  of  the  words,  "  Im- 
manuel,  or  God  with  us,"  —  holding  the  audience  in  the  closest  attention  for 
about  an  hour.  The  sermon  was  followed  by  the  ordination  of  the  deacons ; 
and  after  a  sermon  in  the  Saratoga-street  Church  in  the  afternoon,  by  Dr. 
Porter  of  New  York,  the  elders  were  ordained.  The  Missionary  Anniver- 
sary was  celebrated  in  the  evening,  drawing  together  another  crowded  house 
in  the  Saratoga-street  Church,  to  listen  to  singing,  and  addresses  by  Chap- 
lain French  and  Dr.  Trimble. 

SIXTH  DAY. 

The  Committee  on  the  Tract  and  Book  Cause  came  in  with  the  concise, 
suggestive,  and  valuable  result  of  their  labors  in  the  committee  room,  and  the 
Conference  readily  indorsed  them  all. 

The  sympathies  of  the  Conference  were  aroused,  as  one  of  the  oldest  of 
the  effective  members,  and  longest  in  that  relation,  —  in  view  of  the  exhausted 
condition  of  his  wife  (after  the  protracted  sickness  and  final  death,  during  the 
past  year,  of  a  beloved  daughter),  and  the  impossibility  of  her  enduring  the 
toil  of  removing  to  a  new  field  of  labor,  —  asks  a  supernumerary  relation. 

The  Committee  on  the  "  New-England  Conference  "  read  a  highly  impor- 
tant paper  touching  the  territory  covered  by  our  operations,  which  we  will 
make  no  attempt  to  analyze.  It  excites  general  interest,  —  so  please  read 
it  for  yourself. 

Lay  Delegation  comes  before  the  body  to-day  in  the  form  of  a  majority 
and  a  minority  report,  and  a  general  scramble  for  the  floor  ensues  upon  the 
conclusion  of  their  reading.  One  brother  gets  it,  and  waxes  eloquent  for  a 
half-hour  over  the  subject,  receiving  frequent  applause  while  he  speaks.  The 
close  of  this  speech  brings  us  to  the  hour  of  adjournment. 

In  the  afternoon  a  touching  memorial  service  is  held.  Three  members  of 
our  body  have  died  during  the  interval  of  the  last  Conference,  and  the  mem- 
bers pay  an  affecting  tribute  to  their  memory. 

The  evening  was  occupied  in  listening  to  remarks  on  the  Church-Extension 
work,  now  being  inaugurated  by  our  people  more  systematically  than  for- 
merly, and  in  a  denominational  rather  than  fragmentary  form. 
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SEVENTH  DAT. 

In  view  of  the  very  dear  relation  sustained  to  us,  and  for  so  many  years,  by 
the  late  venerable  Father  Newell,  the  Conference  ordered  the  raising  of  a 
fund  for  the  erection  of  a  monument  to  his  memory. 

An  earnest  and  somewhat  piquant  debate  springs  up  on  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Boundaries,  proposing  to  annex  a  part  of  the  New-Hampshire 
Conference  to  ours.  The  venerable  Father  Adams  of  that  Conference  cited 
Naboth's  fillibustering  character  with  much  pertinency  and  effect  in  the 
course  of  the  discussion. 

Dr.  Kynett,  of  the  Church-Extension  Society,  caps  a  capital  speech  by 
taking  from  his  watch-fob  a  splendid  English  lever  time-piece,  once  the 
property  of  a  good  Union  Methodist  man  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  whose  history 
of  persecution  by  unrepenting  rebels  quickly  brings  out  a  collection  of  about 
two  hundred  dollars  towards  building  a  chapel  in  that  place,  and  to  redeem 
the  watch  for  its  former  owner.  The  Report  on  our  Southern  Work  came  in 
opportunely  at  this  point,  which  takes  positive  ground  against  all  caste  and 
disloyalty  to  God,  or  Government,  in  any  form,  in  that  or  any  section  of  our 
work.    It  was  cordially  adopted. 

An  afternoon  session  was  held ;  and  the  Report  on  Temperance  was  dis- 
cussed freely,  and  adopted  with  slight  modification. 

The  .balance  of  the  session  for  the  afternoon  and  evening  was  consumed 
in  discussing  the  Lay-Delegation  question. 

EIGHTH  DAY. 

The  two  prominent  features  of  this  last  morning's  session  were  the  subject 
of  sectarian  favoritism,  shown  by  our  Government  in  the  appointment  of  such 
a  vast  proportion  of  naval  chaplaincies  from  the  Protestant-Episcopal  Church, 
almost  entirely  ignoring  the  other  evangelical  bodies  of  the  land,  and  the 
resolution  of  Brother  Haven  approving  the  transfer  of  colored  ministerial 
brethren  to  our  Conference.  The  discussion  of  the  first  topic  resulted  in 
arousing  a  deep  feeling  of  indignation  at  the  long-time  policy  of  making 
a  sinecure  of  this  naval  appointment  by  our  Government ;  and  the  latter  cul- 
minated finally  in  consigning  the  subject  to  the  "  tomb  of  the  Capulets." 

An  afternoon  session,  almost  wholly  in  the  interests  of  the  Lay-Delegation 
question,  showed  a  thin  house,  as  did  the  final  one  in  the  evening,  at  which 
that  subject  again  monopolized  the  time  ;  so  that,  after  transacting  some  un- 
important routine  business,  the  appointments  were  read  out  to  the  smallest 
congregation  we  ever  witnessed  on  such  an  occasion,  especially  in  a  city. 
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DISCIPLINARY  QUESTIONS. 


.  f.  Who  are  admitted  on  Trial  ? 
Thomas  W.  Bishop,         Robert  G.  Adams, 
Levin  P.  Causey,  James  Mudge, 

Melville  B.  Chapman. 
John  W.  Lee  was  re-admitted  as  an  elder. 

II.  Who  remain  on  Trial  f 
Nicholas  T.  Whitaker,    *Edwin  F.  Pitcher, 
*Allen  J.  Hall,  Hiram  D.  Weston, 

Wesley  C.  Sawyer. 

III.  Who  are  admitted  into  Full  Connection  f 
*William  A.  Nottage,     *John  F.  Bassett, 
*Charles  D.  Hills,  Franklin  G.  Morris, 

John  W.  Cole. 

IV.  *Who  are  the  Deacons  ? 

John  A.  Lansing,    Thomas  B.  Wood,   George  Hewes,  John  W.  Hamilton. 

V.  Who  have  been  elected  and  ordained  Elders  this  year  ? 


Benj.  F.  Chase, 
Joseph  H.  Whitney, 


Houghton  S.  Booth, 
Truman  H.  Kimpton, 


*  Joseph  H.  Mansfield, 
James  A.  DeForest, 


Lorenzo  A.  Bos  worth, 
Charles  D.  Hills. 


Miles  R.  Barney,  Augustine  Caldwell, 

John  L.  Locke,  Joseph  H.  Mansfield, 

VI.  Who  have  located  this  year  ? 

Henry  M.  Loud,      Joseph  C.  Cromack,      H.  V.  Degen,      Henry  Baker. 

VII.  Who  are  the  Supernumerary  Preachers  f 
Bartholomew  Otheman,  Amos  Binney, 


Charles  Noble, 
Luman  Boyden, 
Nelson  E.  Cobleigh, 
Jonathan  L.  Estey, 
Thomas  C.  Potter, 
Justin  S.  Barrows, 


Thomas  Marcy, 
Willard  Smith, 
John  H.  Twombly, 
George  Prentice, 
L.  D.  Stebbins, 
A.  D.  Sargeant. 


James  W.  Mowry, 
Edward  Otheman, 
John  C.  Ingalls, 
Henry  R.  Parmenter, 
Charles  H.  Sewall, 
J.  Emory  Round, 


VIII.  Who  are  the  Superannuated  Preachers  f 


Thomas  W.  Tucker, 
Abraham  D.  Merrill, 
Thomas  G.  Brown, 
Samuel  A.  Cushing, 
Franklin  Fisk, 
Albert  A.  Cook, 
Kinsman  Atkinson, 
IX. 
X. 


Isaac  Jennison, 
Newell  S.  Spaulding, 
Gershom  F.  Cox, 
Erasmus  B.  Morgan, 
William  A.  Clapp, 
Henry  P.  Hall, 
Nathan  A.  Soule, 
Who  have  been  expelled  from  the  Connection  this  year  f  None. 
Who  have  withdrawn  from  the  Connection  this  year  ?  None. 


Phineas  Crandall, 
Horace  Moulton, 
Ephraim  Scott, 
Moses  P.  Webster, 
Howard  C.  Dunham, 
John  M.  Merrill, 
William  Merrill. 


XL  Are  all  the  Preachers  blameless  in  Life  and  Conversation  ? 
Ans.    This  was  strictly  attended  to  by  calling  over  their  names  before 
Conference. 

XII.  Who  have  died  this  year  ? 
Ebenezer  F.  Newell,         Stephen  Puffer,  Oliver  S.  Howe. 


the 


Those  marked  thus,*  were  ordained  this  year. 
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XIII.  What  is  the  number  of  Church  Members  and  of  Probationers  ? 
What  has  been  contributed  for  the  Support  of  Missions  ?  What  for  the  Sun- 
day-School Union?  What  for  the  Tract  Society?  What  for  the  American 
Bible  Society  ? 

Ans.  Members,  20,583;  Probationers,  2,673;  fyr  Missions,  $21,591.94;  for 
Sunday-School  Union,  $593.96  ;  for  Tract  Society,  $491.63  ;  for  Bible  So- 
ciety, $733.96. 

XI V.  What  amounts  are  necessary  for  the  Superannuated  Preachers,  and 
the  Widows  and  Orphans  of  Preachers,  and  to  make  up  the  Deficiencies  of 
those  who  have  not  obtained  their  Regular  Allowance  on  the  Circuits  ? 

Ans.    $7,288  95. 

XV.  What  has  been  collected  on  the  foregoing  Accounts  ?  and  how  has  it 
been  applied  ? 

For  answer  to  this  question,  see  Report  of  Preachers'  Aid  Society,  through 
its  Treasurer,  on  page  52. 

XVI.  Where  and  when  shall  our  next  Conference  be  held? 
Ans.    At  Webster,  the  time  to  be  fixed  by  the  Bishops. 

XVII.  Where  are  the  Preachers  stationed  this  year? 
Ans.    See  p.  78-81. 
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COMMITTEES. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 
Education. 

C.  W.  Cushing,  J.  Cummings,  E.  Cooke,  C.  K.  True,  W.  F.  Warren,  J.  W.  Merrill, 
A.  D.  Sargeant,  D.  Wait,  P.  Woodj  J.  A.M.  Chapman,  L.  T.  Townsend,  S. F.  Jones. 

Bible  Cause. 

J.  Scott,  C  S.  Rogers,  H.  Brownson,  N.  Stutson,  M.  Dwight,  A.  M.  Osgood,  K.  Atkinson, 
W.  M.  Ayres,  A.  F.  Herrick,  J.  S.  Day,  W.  B.  Toulmin,  J.  L.  Locke,  J.  W.  Mowry. 

Tract  and  Boole  Cause. 
Z.  A.  Mudge,  J.  Porter,  N.  Bemis,  N.  D.  George,  A.  Sanderson,  N.  F.  Stevens,  S.  F.  Chase. 

Temperance. 

C.  L.  McCurdy,  E.  Otheman,  M.  M.  Parkhurst,  G.  S.  Noyes,  J.  Wagner,  L.  R.  S.  Brewster, 
G.  W.  Mansfield,  J.  Capen,  J.  Cadwell,  W.  F.  Lacount,  J.  O.  Knowles,  E.  B.  Morgan. 

To  Beceive  Benevolent  Moneys. 
E.  Cooke,  E.  S.  Snow,  A.  O.  Hamilton,  J.  P.  Magee. 

Memoirs. 

G.  F.  Cox,  W.  D.  Bridge,  L.  White,  W.  H.  Hatch,  J.  L.  Estey. 

Conference  Statisticians. 
S.  Jackson,  A.  Caldwell,  F.  T.  George,  C.  T.  Johnson. 

Missions. 

L.  R.  Thayer,  J.  Hascall,  D.  Dorchester,  D.  Sherman. 

To  Nominate  Officers  for  Conference  Societies. 
W.  A.  Braman,  D.  K.  Banister,  Jno.  H.  Mansfield,  J.  A.  Ames,  D.  Atkins,  W.  P.  Blackmer. 
W.  Pentecost,  A.  A.  Cook. 

Preachers*  Aid. 

G.  Whitaker,  I.  J.  P.  Collyer,  W.  Gordon,  W.  R.  Stone,  A.  D.  Merrill,  G.  Sutherland, 
D.  E.  Chapin,  I.  Marcy,  H.  Baker,  B.  Judd,  F.  Furber,  H.  C.  Dunham,  L.  Boyden. 

F.  Rand. 

Observance  of  the  Sabbath. 
J.  W.  Lewis,  W.  Butler,  D.  K.  Merrill,  F.  C.  Morse,  W.  Silverthorn,  L.  Fish,  T.  B.  Smith, 
C.  S.  Merrill,  J.  A.  DeForrest,  E.  S.  Chase,  J.  A.  Lansing. 

Church  Aid. 

I.  B.  Bigelow,  W.  W.  Colburn,  J.  M.  Bailey,  J.  C.  Cromack,  G.  R.  Bent,  J.  H.  Gaylord, 
T.  C.  Potter,  J.  W.  Coolidge,  E.  J.  Moore,  S.  A.  Cushing. 

Maintenance  of  Public  Worship. 
W.  C.  Brown,  Esq.,  and  the  Lay  Delegates. 

Sunday  Schools. 

A.  McKeown,  C.  N.  Smith,  W.  G.  W.  Lewis,  O.  W.  Adams,  G.  F.  Eaton,  W.  M.  Hubbard, 
W.  J.  Ilambleton,  G.  Hewes,  N.H.Martin,  W.  G.  Leonard,  A.  Baylies,  C.  H. 
Vinton,  E.  W.  Virgin,  P.  M.  Vinton,  M.  R.  Barney. 
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Southern  Mission  Work* 
J.  0.  Peck,  G.  Haven,  S.  Kelley,  A.  F,  Bailey,  J.W.  F.  Barnes,  R.  H.  Howard,  W.  Wilkie, 
J.  E.  Round,  C.  H.  Newell,  H.  Moulton,  C.  Noble.  E.  Scott. 

Day  Delegation. 

W.  McDonald,  J.  Cummings,  J.  Porter,  C.  N.  Smith,  I.  J.  P.  Collyer,  G.  Haven,  W.  F. 
Mallalieu,  J.  H.  Twombly,  E.  D.  Winslow,^  M.  E.  Wright,  S.  Tupper,  T.  B. 
Treadwell,  W.  J.  Pomfret,  J.  L.  Hanaford,  F.  T.  George,  W.  Gordon, 
F.  Fisk,  N.  J.  Merrill,  R*  Mitchell. 

Publishing  Conference  Minutes* 
E.  A.  Manning,  W.  D.  Bridge,  J.  P.  Magee,  F.  Rand, 

Public  Worship. 
W.  R.  Clark,  L.  J.  Hall,  S.  F.  Upham. 

New  England  Conference. 

D.  Dorchester,  D.  Sherman,  J.  Hascall,  L.  R.  Thayer,  J.  H.  Twombly,  R.  W.  Allen,  T.  J. 
Abbott,  B.  K.  Peirce,  E.  S.  Best,  S.  B.  Sweetser,  J.  Peterson,  J.  L.  Estey, 

A.Gould,  G.E. Chapman,  C.L.Eastman,  Stephen  Cushing,  H.W.Warren, 
N.  Bemis,  M.  P.  Webster. 

Denevolent  Operations. 
W.  C.  High,  B.  Otheman,  J.  W.  P.  Jordan,  T.  Marcy,  J.  M.  Clark,  J.  W.  Dadmun. 

Centenary. 

Hon.  Wm.  Claflin,  Isaac  Rich,  Jacob  Sleeper,  Carlos  Pierce,  L.  R.  Thayer,  W.  F.  Mallalieu, 
Liverus  Hull,  L.  Crowell,  S.  F.  Upham,  D.  Dorchester,  Lucius  W.  Pond,  Frederic 
A.  Clapp,  T.  J.  Abbott,  W.  Rice,  Cheney  Bigelow,  Thos.  Kniel,  E.  Cooke, 
Horace  Smith. 

Family  Worship. 
J.  C.  Smith,  S.  F.  Jones,  R.  H.  Howard,  A.  Canoll. 

Zion's  Herald. 

F.  Woods,  N.  Fellows,  J.  S.  Barrows,  A.  F.  Bailey,  J.  Noon,  W.  Rice. 

Committee  on  Maintenance  of  Public  Worship. 

E.  F.  Porter,  E.  H.  Dunn,  Lee  Claflin,  George  Blakely,  W.  Bradbury,  J.  K.  C.  Sleeper, 
A.  D.  Wait,  J.  F.  Almy,  J.  A.  Chapin,  Jacob  Merrill,  O.  H.  Perry,  Dr.  A.  B.  Taft, 

George  Davis,  A.  Winch,  O.  Sessions,  O.  B.  Curtis,  E.A.Thomas,  Henry 
J.  Bush,  Henry  W.  Hallett. 

To  Nominate  the  Standing  Committees* 
J.  W.  F.  Barnes,  E.  A.  Manning,  W.  F.  Mallalieu,  I.  J.  P.  Collyer,  H.  W.  Warren. 


COMMITTEES  OF  EXAMINATION  FOR  1869. 

Candidates  for  Admission.  —  W.  Rice,  B.  K.  Peirce,  J.  W.  Merrill. 

First  Fear.  — Edward  Cooke,  Wm.  A.  Braman,  Daniel  Richards,  Ralph  W.  Allen. 

Second  Year.  —  Wm.  R.  Clark,  F.  Furber,  Burtis  Judd,  M.  E.  Wright. 

Third  Year.  —  H.  W.  Warren,  C.  L.  Eastman,  Wm.  Pentecost,  A.  F.  Bailey. 

Fourth  Year.  —  R.  H.  Howard,  Daniel  Wait,  H.  V.  Degen,  I.  Marcy. 

Local  Preachers  for  Deacon's  Orders.  —  A.  D.  Sargeant,  Z.  A.  Mudge,  N.  A.  Soule. 

Local  Deacons  for  Elder's  Orders.  — A.  Binney,  L.  Boyden,  S.  Kelley. 

To  Preach  the  Annual  Missionary  Sermon.  — Nelson  Stutson.  Alternate.  —  J.  O.  Peck. 


17 


REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 


EDUCATION. 

The  Boston  Theological  Seminary  appears  for  the  first  time  for  a 
place  in  this  Report. 

For  many  years  noble  men  have  been  struggling  to  organize  the  energies 
of  the  Church  for  the  work  of  educating  young  men  for  the  ministry.  The 
movement,  inaugurated  at  New  Market,  N.H.,  continued  at  Wilbraham  and 
Newbury,  Vt.,  and  greatly  enlarged  and  matured  at  Concord,  N.H.,  has  cul- 
minated at  length  in  the  Boston  Theological  Seminary. 

The  record  of  the  self-sacrificing  men  who  have  labored  so  assiduously  to 
bring  this  work  to  its  present  stage  of  progress  constitutes  an  item  of  history 
full  of  interest  to  the  Church.  The  M.  G.  Biblical  Institute,  and  the  men  whose 
names  are  inseparably  connected  with  it,  are  never  to  be  forgotten.  And  yet 
it  now  becomes  important  that  we  no  longer  speak  of  our  theological  school 
by  the  name  so  endeared,  and  full  of  sacred  memories,  but  by  the  new  name 
of  the  Boston  Theological  Seminary. 

This  is  the  child  of  promise  for  which  we  now  labor  and  pray. 

The  Seminary  enters  upon  its  career  under  favorable  auspices. 

Though  the  building  is  but  temporary,  it  is  commodious  and  eligibly 
located,  answering  well  the  purposes  of  the  institution  in  all  respects,  save  for 
its  library.  The  new  Professors  have  more  than  met  the  high  expectations 
which  had  been  awakened  in  regard  to  them.  More  Professors  are  greatly 
needed,  and  must  be  soon  provided.  But  those  already  at  work  will  see  to  it 
that  no  interest  of  the  Seminary  is  neglected  until  such  time  as  this  can  be 
accomplished. 

The  money  secured  from  the  Centenary  and  other  contributions  is  not  yet 
sufficient  to  endow  the  professorships,  and  erect  suitable  buildings  for  the 
present  necessities  ©f  the  institution.  It  is  therefore  earnestly  hoped  that 
the  collections  heretofore  taken  for  the  Biblical  Institute  will  be  continued 
for  the  Boston  Theological  Seminary  without  any  diminution.  And,  while 
we  remember  with  appropriate  gratitude  the  success  which  crowns  the  aus- 
picious opening  of  this  school  of  so  many  prayers,  let  us  not  forget,  that,  if  it 
live  and  thrive,  the  prayer  of  faith  is  not  more  important  than  the  travail  of 
effort.  If  we  would  see  it  what  it  ought  to  be,  "  the  leading  theological 
school  in  America,"  its  friends  must  never  cease  to  work  earnestly  for  its  wel- 
fare until  suitable  buildings  are  erected  and  paid  for,  every  professor's  chair 
thoroughly  endowed,  ample  provisions  for  lectures,  —  such  as  would  fully  meet 
the  demands  of  the  Church.  If  the  friends  of  this  institution  dream,  that, 
because  a  few  noble  men  have  made  large  donations  already,  they  can  there- 
fore dismiss  their  anxiety,  and  settle  back  for  rest,  by  and  by  they  will 
awake  from  their  Van  Winkle  stupor  to  find  that  all  their  expectations  have 
perished,  and  that,  while  they  have  slept,  the  age  has  marched  on,  leaving 
them  and  the  child  of  their  early  solicitude  far  out  of  sight.    There  is  work 
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to  do  for  this  seminary,  if  it  shall  ever  measure  up  to  the  stature  of  our  hopes 
and  plans,  —  hard  work, —  work  for,  every  man.  The  following  resolution 
is  recommended :  — 

Resolved,  That  we  will  take  a  collection  in  our  respective  charges,  during 
the  coming  year,  to  aid  in  paying  the  current  expenses  of  the  Boston  Theo- 
logical Seminary. 

The  Wesleyan  University  reports  prosperity,  with  a  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  students,  —  a  hundred  and  fourteen  of  whom  are  professedly  pious, 
—  and  thirty-three  licensed  preachers.  The  sum  realized  from  the  Centenary 
collections  has  not  been  such  as  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  institution,  or  the  ex- 
pectations of  its  friends.  And  yet,  with  its  new  Library  building,  Rich 
Hall,  now  completed,  at  an  expense  of  forty  thousand  dollars ;  its  Memorial 
Chapel,  to  be  begun  early  in  the  spring ;  its  new  Observatory,  now  in  process 
of  erection ;  and  its  magnificent  ten-inch  Telescope,  the  second  best  in  New 
England,  already  presented,  —  the  University  seems  entering  upon  a  new 
era,  in  which,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  and  the  continued  and  increasing  ex- 
ertions of  its  true  friends,  may  be  realized  the  most  ardent  desires  and  the 
brightest  hopes  of  those  who  have  watched  it  and  labored  for  it  so  long  and 
patiently. 

The  Wesleyan  Academy  keeps  on  her  even  way  with  so  little  deviation 
that  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  seize  upon  any  new  item  of  sufficient  import 
to  break  the  monotony1  of  former  reports.  It  is  true  that  the  officers  of  the 
institution  report  the  largest  patronage  in  the  history  of  the  school,  during 
the  past  year ;  that  the  debt  of  the  institution  is  being  steadily  liquidated ;  and 
that  they  are  having  great  success  in  all  departments  of  effort :  and  yet  this 
is  hardly  more  than  we  should  expect.  So  we  can  only  still  commend  this 
mother  of  our  educational  interests  to  the  prayers  of  the  Church  and  the  favor 
of  God. 

The  following  names  are  proposed  as  visitors  to  the  different  institutions  : 
Boston  Theological  Seminary.  —  Rev.  Charles  W.  (pushing,  Rev.  S.  F. 
Jones. 

Wesleyan  Academy. — Rev.  C.  N.  Smith,  Rev.  William  C.  High,  Rev.  S. 

F.  Upham,  Rev.  C.  D.  Hills,  Rev.  William  F.  Warren,  D.D.,  Dr.  George  L. 
Cook,  Milford,  A.  F.  Breed,  Esq.,  Lynn,  Hon.  L.  W.  Pond,  Worcester, 

G.  D.  Sargeant,  Esq.,  Lynn,  Thomas  Green,  Esq.,  Chelsea,  Wilbur  F.  Claf- 
lin,  Esq.,  Hopkinton,  Hon.  C.  A.  Winchester,  Springfield. 

Wesleyan  University.  —  Rev.  Gilbert  Haven,  Rev.  H.  W.  Warren,  Hon. 
Daniel  L.  Harris,  Springfield.  Reserves.  —  Rev.  B.  K.  Peirce,  E.  H.  Dunn, 
Boston. 

NEW-ENGLAND  EDUCATION  SOCIETY. 

The  income  of  this  society  the  past  year  has  been  eighteen  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  —  an  advance  of  three  hundred  and  twenty-three  dollars  over  the 
receipts  of  the  preceding  year.  It  has  extended  aid  to  twenty-seven  young 
men,  —  a  number  larger  by  two  than  the  year  before,  and  larger  by  one  than 
in  any  previous  year. 
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These  are  encouraging  facts ;  and  yet  your  committee  cannot  avoid  the  con- 
viction, that  the  time  has  come  for  our  Ne^-England  Conferences  to  rally 
around  this  indispensable  auxiliary  in  the  work  of  Ministerial  Education 
with  a  zeal  and  heartiness  far  surpassing  any  thing  that  has  thus  far  been 
exhibited.  The  grounds  of  this  conviction  are  many  and  weighty.  In  the 
first  place,  the  cost  of  an  education  is  full  twice  as  great  as  it  was  a  few 
years  ago.  The  price  of  board,  clothings  and  books  is  so  high  that  many, 
dismayed  at  the  prospect,  turn  aside  from  the  studies  which  they  would 
gladly  pursue,  and  which  for  the  good  of  the  Church  they  ought  to  pursue* 
and,  entering  a  Conference,  are  soon  found  swelling  the  already  formidable 
number  of  untrained,  inefficient,  and  unsuccessful  ministers.  The  changed 
circufcistances  of  our  time  call  upon  the  Church  to  come  to  the  assistance  of  her 
struggling  young  men,  and  to  share  with  them  the  ever-increasing  burden. 
The  student's  own  means  will  take  him  only  one-half  as  far  as  before  the  war  : 
is  the  Church  willing  to  receive  him  with  only  one-half  the  literary  and  scien- 
tific qualifications  she  then  demanded?  She  will  be  obliged  to  do  so  under 
the  natural  workings  of  present  influences ;  and  hence  it  is  time  for  her  to 
awake  to  the  necessities  of  the  new  situation. 

Again  :  sound  ecclesiastical  economy  requires  that  more  should  be  done  to 
aid  those  studying  for  the  ministry.  Nearly  all  our  young  men  who  obtain  a 
thorough  professional  education  might  commence  serving  the  Church  one, 
two,  three,  or  four  years  earlier  than  they  do  now,  were  they  not  under  the 
necessity  of  turning  aside  so  often  to  earn  money.  It  has  been  estimated 
that  the  education  societies  of  the  Congregational  and  Presbyterian  Churches 
of  this  country  have  saved  to  those  churches  in  this  way  from  a  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  to  two  hundred  thousand  years  of  intelligent  and  useful 
ministerial  labor.  Taking  a  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  as  the 
safe  mean  between  these  two  estimates,  we  find  that  this  enormous  aggregate 
of  ministerial  labor  has  cost  those  churches  only  seventeen  or  eighteen  dollars 
per  year.  In  a  Church  where,  as  in  ours,  the  minister's  whole  effective  life 
is  given  to  the  service,  and  where,  as  soon  as  superannuated,  he  is  to  be  sup- 
ported by  the  Church,  it  becomes  a  point  of  vital  importance  to  secure  the 
whole  period  during  which  he  is  capable  of  rendering  full,  effective  service. 
To  allow  our  young  men  to  protract  their  collegiate  and  professional  studies 
till  they  are  thirty  or  thirty-five  years  of  age,  in  order  that  from  their  own 
earnings  they  may  pay  as  they  go,  is  to  save  a  very  few  dollars  at  the  loss  of 
some  of  the  best  years  of  the  man's  life.  Economy,  therefore,  demands  that 
the  Church  come  to  the  assistance  of  these  young  men. 

Once  more :  the  Society  is  in  greater  need  of  funds  than  ever  before,  in 
consequence  of  the  increasing  number  of  candidates.  In  the  Report  of  the 
managers  of  the  Society,  published  last  month,  it  is  stated  that  the  number 
of  young  men  studying  in  the  educational  institutions  of  New  England  with 
a  view  to  qualify  themselves  for  the  Methodist  ministry,  amounts  to  no  less 
than  a  hundred  and  thirty.  "  Many  of  them,"  say  the  managers,  "  are 
attempting  the  double  task  of  carrying  on  their  studies,  and  performing  the 
duties  of  pastors.    Some,  as  a  consequence,  will  fail  in.  health,  others  in  their 
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education."  Let  us  rejoice  that  God  has  heard  the  prayer  of  his  people,  and 
is  sending  out  other  laborers  kito  his  harvest ;  but,  while  we  rejoice  at  the 
numbers,  let  us  provide  for  them  all  as  bountifully  as  if  but  few  appeared  to 
claim  our  sympathies  and  aid. 

Again :  the  zeal  of  others  ought  to  provoke  us  to  love  and  good  works. 
Our  brethren  at  the  West  have  laid  hold  of  this  work  with  characteristic 
energy.  The  Society  which  has  its  centre  at  Chicago,  has,  during  the  past 
year,  canvassed  almost  the  entire  territory  of  the  Church  west  of  the  Alle- 
ghany Mountains.  The  New- York  Society,  incited  by  the  new  necessities 
called  forth  by  the  founding  of  the  Drew  Theological  Seminary,  is  manifest- 
ing signs  of  a  new  and  more  vigorous  life.  If  we  do  not  wish  our  New-Eng- 
land students  to  be  drawn  away  from  our  own  institutions,  and  lost  tQ  our 
New-England  Conferences,  we  must  be  ready  to  aiFord  them  all  the  pecu- 
niary aid  from  this  Society  which  can  be  obtained  from  similar  ones  in  other 
parts  of  the  country.  Oldest  of  all  Methodist  Education  Societies  in 
America,  our  New-England  organization  should  be  kept  the  most  efficient, 
the  best  supported. 

Finally  :  if  our  Education  Society  cannot  be  placed  in  a  position  to  effect- 
ually accomplish  its  objects,  there  is  danger  lest  irregular  and  inconvenient  4 
measures  come  to  be  adopted  to  meet  the  emergency.  Such  have  already 
been  suggested  and  earnestly  advocated  by  intelligent  and  sympathizing 
friends  of  these  struggling  young  men.  It  is  not  necessary  to  enter  into  the 
details  of  these  plans  here ;  their  very  existence  proves  that  there  is  a  con- 
viction on  the  part  of  the  Church  that,  thus  far,  not  enough  has  been  done  in 
this  direction.  Believing,  however,  that  the  work  to  be  done  can  be  better 
done  through  this  Society  than  through  any  new  and  extraordinary  agency, 
we  hope  the  Church  will  rather  increase  its  contributions  to  the  existing 
Society  than  devise  new  channels  for  their  benevolence  to  our  students. 

Wherefore  — 

1.  Resolved,  That,  as  a  Conference,  we  desire  to  pledge  to  the  New-Eng- 
land Education  Society  a  more  active  and  earnest  co-operation  than  ever 
before. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  hereby  accede  to  the  request  of  the  Managers  of 
said  Society,  and  engage  to  preach  at  least  one  sermon  during  the  year  on 
Ministerial  Education. 

3.  Resolved,  That  we  will  use  our  best  endeavors  to  raise  the  two  thousand 
dollars  asked  of  this  Conference  for  the  purposes  of  the  Society. 

The  following  persons  are  nominated  for  election  as  Life  Directors :  — 
The  Rev.  Bishop  Edward  R.  Ames,  Rev.  William  F.  Warren,  D.D.,  Rev. 
David  Patten,  D.D.,  Rev.  J.  A.  M.  Chapman,  Rev.  Gilbert  Haven,  Hon. 
Liverus  Hull,  Hon.  T.  P.  Richardson,  William  C.  Brown,  Esq.,  Rev.  Samuel 
F.  Upham,  Milton  A.  Straw,  Esq.,  E.  H.  Johnson,  Esq.,  Hon.  L.  W.  Pond, 
John  M.  Merrick,  Esq.,  Horace  Smith,  Esq.,  Hon.  Thomas  Kniel. 
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SUNDAY  SCHOOLS. 
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Your  Committee  are  profoundly  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  child- 
hood is  pre-eminently  the  period  of  life  for  religious  impressions  to  be  made 
that  shall  be  either  effectual  or  lasting,  and  that  this  is  becoming  more  and 
more  the  case,  as  religious  light  and  knowledge  increase.  It  will  be  found,  we 
think,  that  the  average  age  at  which  conversions  occur  becomes  earlier  in 
exact  ratio  to  a  people's  progress  in  religious  instruction  and  privilege.  As  a 
general  rule,  the  children  of  Christian  lands  must  be  converted  early,  if  at  all. 
The  philosophy  of  the  matter  seems  to  be  this :  among  the  highly  Christian- 
ized, the  offer  of  the  gospel  must  have  been  accepted,  or  so  often  rejected 
before  many  years  have  passed,  that  the  problem  of  probation  becomes, virtu- 
ally settled  at  an  early  age.  The  reversal  of  a  choice  persisted  in  through 
years,  in  opposition  to  such  mighty  and  tender  influences  as  the  gospel  plies 
men  with,  becomes  at  last  well-nigh  impossible.  The  frequent  and  aggra- 
vated refusal  to  accept  of  Christ  fixes  the  mind  in  its  opposition  to  God. 
Thus  it  is  that  the  gospel  becomes  to  many  "  a  savor  of  death  unto  death." 
There  can  be  no  question,  we  think,  that  in  precisely  this  way  the  great  mass 
of  our  adult  population  has  become  gospel-hardened  and  self-doomed.  The 
great  triumphs  of  the  cross  are  hereafter,  in  this  and  in  all  Christian  lands, 
to  be  won  from  the  ranks  of  childhood.  The  children  can  be  saved.  The 
ductile  current  of  youth  can  be  turned  into  the  right  mould,  though  adult 
evil  be  incorrigible.  Childhood  is  the  age  of  faith,  —  of  humble,  genial  trust- 
fulness. The  little  heart  opens  fearlessly  to  those  about  it,  believes  every 
thing  that  is  taught  it,  holds  its  parents  and  teachers  for  infallible.  "  The 
educators  of  childhood,"  says  Richter,  "  are  angels  of  good  or  evil,  who  open 
or  close  the  gates  of  heaven  to  the  young  soul."  Let  the  Church  of  God 
"  take  "  childhood  for  Christ :  there  is  no  other  way  in  which  it  can  succeed 
in  conquering  the  world.  "  Childhood  is  the  weak  point  in  the  enemy's 
citadel,  the  point  to  which  Christ's  sappers  and  miners  should  direct  their 
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holy  arts  until  an  effectual  breach  is  made,  through  which  the  fortress  itself 
may  be  stormed,  ahd  our  blood-stained  banner  borne  to .  its  highest  battle- 
ments." 

Of  this  salvation  of  the  children,  the  Sabbath  school  may  be  —  must  be — 
a  mighty  agency.  Who  can  doubt  that  its  appearance  on  the  stage  of  action, 
as  one  of  the  evangelizing  forces  of  the  Church's  progress  in  these  later  ages, 
was  providential  and  opportune,  or  that  it  has  already  accomplished  vast 
good  in  spreading  the  Redeemer's  kingdom,  and  winning  the. lambs  to  his 
fold  ?  Dr,  Wise,  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Sunday-school  Union, 
reports  the  conversion  of  31,270  persons  connected  with  our  Sunday  schools 
during  the  past  year.  He  reports,  also,  an  increase  over  the  previous  year 
of  1,446  schools,  9,695  officers  and  teachers,  102,739  scholars,  and  88,489 
volumes ;  while  the  sum  total  of  our  Sunday-school  force,  at  the  close  of  the 
year,  is  given  at  15,292  schools,  with  171,695  officers  and  teachers,  1,083,525 
scholars,  and  2,737,734  volumes  in  library.  May  we  not  well  exclaim, 
"  What  hath  God  wrought ! "  in  this  department  of  Christian  labor,  in  our 
denomination  alone,  since  Asbury  opened  his  first  Sunday  school  in  Hanover, 
Virginia,  in  1786  ? 

But,  much  as  this  institution  has  already  accomplished,  it  is  yet  far  short  of 
its  maximum  power  and  efficiency.  It  is  yet  in  its  infancy.  Many  of  its 
appointments  are  -  crude  and  imperfect.  We  will  mention  one  or  two  sad 
drawbacks  on  its  usefulness  :  — 

1.  Lack  of  competent  teachers.  By  a  competent  teacher  we  mean,  not 
only  one  that  knows*  enough  to  teach,  but  one  that  can  also  govern,  inspire, 
and  lead.  We  need  the  very  best  class  of  minds  in  the  Church  for  Sunday- 
school  teachers,  —  persons  of  refinement,  intelligence,  character.  It  is  an 
office  which  an  angel  might  be  proud  to  fill ;  and  it  is  a  shame  and  a  sin  when 
those  who  are  fitted  by  nature,  attainments,  and  grace,  to  discharge  its  duties 
shirk  away  from  it,  and  leave  it  to  fall  into  incompetent  hands.  A  church 
would  find  its  account  in  putting  its  best  talent  and  piety  into  this  service. 
Every  church  shoulo^  take  steps  to  supply  itself  with  a  corps  of  such  teachers. 
A  preacher  can  spend  no  time  more  profitably  than  that  which  he  devotes  to 
the  instruction  of  a  teacher's  class.  We  hail  the  Teacher's  Institutes  and 
Normal-Class  instruction,  now  being  inaugurated  throughout  the  connection 
under  the  efficient  labors  and  management  of  Rev.  J.  H.  Vincent,  as  a  step 
in  the  right  direction. 

2.  Want  of  order,  decorum,  and  devotional  manner,  is  another  drawback 
on  the  usefulness  of  the  Sunday  school.^  It  is  to  be  feared  that  some  schools 
are  so  deficient  in  these  particulars  as  to  be,  instead  of  "  nurseries  of  piety," 
nurseries  of  irreverence  for  things  sacred.  This  (in  such  schools)  will  be 
remedied  when  we  have  the  right  men  for  superintendents,  assisted  by  the 
right  kind  of  teachers.  What  a  combination  of  opposite  qualities  in  the  model 
Sunday-school  superintendent,  —  gentleness  and  firmness,  a  sweet,  winning 
face,  and  an  eye  to  command  ! 

3.  The  habit  of  allowing  the  children,  on  leaving  the  school,  to  return 
immediately  to  their  homes  or  the  street,  instead  of  requiring  their  attendance 
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on  the  preaching  service,  is  a  great  deduction  from  the  usefulness,  if  we  should 
not  say  a  sad  perversion,  of  the  Sunday  school.  They  are  thus  estranged 
from,  rather  than  won  to,  the  public  services  of  the  sanctuary  ;  and  the  labors 
of  the  Sunday  school  in  many  instances  are  almost  entirely  lost,  inasmuch  as 
when  they  leave  the  school,  having  no  habits  of  attendance  on  public  worship 
formed,  but  instead  the  habit  of  non-attendance,  they  are  seen  no  more 
in  the  house  of  Gdd.  This  most  reprehensible  practice  we  should  all  unite 
our  best  efforts  to  discourage  and  remove  by  every  means  in  our  power.  The 
Sunday  school  was  never  designed  to  throw  discredit  on  God's  ordained 
preaching  of  the  gospel.  When  allowed  to  do  so,  it  has  become  perverted  to 
an  agency  of  evil.  We  say  unhesitatingly,  if  the  children  can  attend  but 
one,  let  it  be  by  all  means,  both  for  their  present  and  prospective  good,  the 
preaching  of  the  Word. 

4.  There  is  another  abuse  of  the  Sunday  school  widely  prevalent,  we  fear, 
to  which  we  venture  to  call  most  serious  attention,  —  its  substitution  by  Chris- 
tian parents  for  religious  home-instruction.  Your  Committee  cannot  resist 
the  conviction  that  reading  and  studying  the  Bible  together  in  religious  fami- 
lies is  far  less  frequent  than  it  was  before  Sunday  schools  became  so  common. 
If  this  is  so,  it  is  a  loss  which  can  hardly  be  compensated.  A  little  instruction 
in  divine  things  from  the  lips  of  father  and  mother  amidst  the  endearments 
of  home,  whose  tender  memories  and  associations  cling  to  us  through  life,  is 
better  than  a  great  deal  elsewhere.  Let  no  parent  feel  released  from  his  or 
her  obligation  because  of  a  Sabbath-school  teacher's  work.  The  awful  and 
blessed  obligation  on  parents  to  train  up  their  children  in  the  nurture  and 
admonition  of  the  Lord  cannot  be  transferred.  The  Sunday  school  is  not 
designed  to  substitute  or  supersede  the  home  religious  training,  but  to  supple- 
ment it,  and  carry  it  forward  in  more  continuous  and  systematic  culture. 

How  these  evils  may  be  best  removed  and  guarded  against,  your  Com- 
mittee do  not  take  upon  them  to  suggest,  but  will  leave  that  matter  to  the 
wisdom  of  the  pastors,  superintendents,  and  teachers,  —  merely  calling  upon 
all  to  use  their  best  endeavor  to  bring  this  grand  agency  of  God's  work  in  the 
earth  to  its  highest  state  of  efficiency. 

Your  Committee  recommend  the  appointment  of  the  following  persons  as 
Committee  on  Sunday  Schools  for  the  current  year  :  — 

Boston  District,   Rev.  D.  Richards,  Watertown,  Mass.      O.  T.  Taylor,  Esq.,  Boston. 
Lynn         "        Rev.  R.  W.  Allen,  Lynn,  "         L.  Hull,  Charlestown. 

Worcester  "        Rev.  C.  N.  Smith,  Worcester,      "         G.  W.  Paul,  Worcester. 
Springfield  "        Rev.  J.  Scott,  Springfield,  "         H.  M.  Hutchinson,  Springfield. 


BIBLE  CAUSE. 

We  are  still  happy  to  recognize  the  American  Bible  Society  as  an  efficient 
agency  in  circulating  throughout  the  whole  world  the  Word  of  God, — 
acknowledged  by  all  Christians  as  containing  a  revelation  of  those  funda- 
mental truths  which  alone  can  purify,  and  elevate  mankind  to  the  enjoyment 
of  eternal  blessedness.    Efficient  this  society  has  been,  is,  and,  we  believe, 
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will  continue  to  be,  inasmuch  as  all  can  unite  in  commending  it  to  God,  as 
well  as  pouring  into  its  treasury  the  means  by  which  its  operations  may  be 
enlarged  without  interfering  with  denominational  peculiarities  and  preju- 
dices. 

In  the  midst  of  so  much  party  strife,  and  conflict  of  theological  opinions, 
it  must  be  a  pleasure  to  every  lover  of  the  Lord  Jesus  and  well-wisher  of 
his  race,  to  feel,  that,  in  one  thing  at  least,  all  can  be  agreed ;  viz.,  the 
utility  of  placing  in  the  hands  of  every  responsible  being  on  the  earth  the 
book  which  teaches  us  how  to  live,  and  the  value  of  eternal  life.  The  past 
year  has  been  one  of  great  activity  and  success.  Its  total  issues  have  been 
1,257,960  volumes;  while  $734,089.14  have  been  received  into  its  treasury. 
The  printing  of  the  Arabic  Bible  is  going  forward  with  despatch. 

Who  can  adequately  estimate  the  worth  of  such  an  agency  as  this,  or  too 
earnestly  labor  for  its  prosperity  ?  Surely  we  have  cause  for  gratitude  to 
God  for  affording  us  so  blessed  an  opportunity  to  save  our  perishing  fellow- 
men. 

In  our  own  country,  the  Bible  is  within  the  reach  of  all,  at  an  expense  so 
small  that,  not  to  find  it  in  every  house,  is  justly  considered  inexcusable ; 
and  yet,  in  this  home  of  the  Puritans,  there  are  many  families  where  the 
Word  of  God  finds  no  place,  and  sheds  no  hallowed  light,  —  heathens  at  the 
doors  of  Christians. 

The  Massachusetts  Bible  Society,  auxiliary  to  the  American  Bible 
Society,  is  doing  much  to  supply  this  want.  During  the  past  year,  there 
have  issued  from  its  depository  50,269  volumes;  1,204  of  which  were  in  for- 
eign languages.  The  treasury  has  received  from  its  friends  in  Massachusetts, 
$62,197. 

But,  while  we  rejoice  in  having  accomplished  so  much  in  giving  the 
Word  of  Life  to  the  destitute  at  home  and  abroad,  we  must  not  shut  our 
eyes  to  the  fact  that  there  are  very  many  who  would  blush  with  shame  were 
it  known  that  they  did  not  own  a  Bible,  who,  nevertheless,  know  little  more 
about  its  contents  than  their  depraved  neighbors  whom  they  profess  to  pity. 
The  evidence  is  alarmingly  abundant,  that  in  many  professedly  Christian 
homes  the  Bible  is  little  read,  and  scarcely  studied  at  all. 

Thousands  in  our  Sunday  schools,  Bible  classes,  know  almost  nothing  at  all 
of  the  Word  of  God ;  and  many  cannot  answer  some  of  the  simplest  ques- 
tions, giving  evidence  that  to  a  fearful  extent  the  Bible  is  a  sadly-neglected 
book.  As  a  whole,  the  Scriptures  are  acknowledged  to  be  true ;  but,  in 
particular,  it  is  too  often  practically  and  theoretically  denied.  As  a  people, 
we  are  great  Bible  owners,  and  almost  as  great  Bible  neglecters. 

But,  while  this  is  true  of  large  numbers  of  church-going  people,  they  are 
not  alone  blameworthy.  As  ministers  and  teachers,  we  are  not  a  little 
responsible  for  this  state  of  things.  We  circulate  the  Scriptures,  "  without 
note  or  comment ;  "  but,  the  fact  is,  we  are  the  notes  and  comments.  There 
are  comparatively  few  independent  students  of  the  Bible  among  the  people, 
and  too  few  among  the  ministry.  For  the  most  part,  the  people's  opinions 
are  but  the  reflex  of  the  minister's  teaching.    There  is  too  little  thorough 
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Bible  exposition  in  our  pulpits.  It  is  studied  and  preached  in  spots,  but  too 
rarely  taught  as  a  system,  perfect  only  as  the  entire  contents  are  included. 

The  people,  therefore,  get  the  impression  that  the  Bible  is  a  fragmentary 
mass  of  mystical  religious  truth,  which  they  cannot  expect  to  understand, 
—  in  a  word,  that  it  is  a  religious  enigma,  instead  of  a  plain  revelation  from 
God  to  them  personally.  * 

If  the  minister  does  not  study  the  laws  of  biblical  interpretation,  witnout 
which  the  Holy  Scriptures  as  a  system  of  truth  cannot  be  understood,  how 
can  he  expect  to*  make  his  hearers  understand  and  love  them  ? 

The  question,  How  shall  we  get  the  people  to  study  the  Bible  ?  is  often 
asked,  often  discussed  in  Christian  conventions,  and  as  often  unanswered, 
unless  it  be  with  the  customary  but  too  often  fallacious  excuse,  —  inherent 
total  depravity.  No  one,  whether  he  be  sinner  or  saint,  can  take  pleasure  in 
guessing  riddles  as  a  rule  of  life.  Let  God  be  his'  own  interpreter,  and  not 
the  mysticisms  of  Origen,  nor  the  spiritualistic  "  new  hypotheses  "  of  even 
learned  doctors.  Let  enigmatical,  lazy  tradition  die,  that  God's  lively 
oracles  may  live  and  operate. 

When  the  people  are  convinced  that  the  Bible  is  the  gift  of  God's  love  to 
them,  and  not  a  yolume  of  religious  mystical  lore  for  professional  gentlemen 
alone  to  study,  they  will  become  interested  in  it,  and  properly  estimate  its 
value,  and  not  before. 

Resolved,  That  the  American  Bible  Society  merits  the  confidence  and 
support  of  the  Christian  public. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  present  its  claims  to  our  congregations. 

Resolved,  That,  as  Christian  ministers,  we  will  apply  ourselves  with  re- 
newed diligence  to  the  study  and  faithful  presentation  of  the  Word  of  God, 
and  endeavour  to  induce  our  people  to  follow  our  example. 


TRACT  AND  BOOK  CAUSE. 

The  receipts  for  1867,  of  the  Tract  Society,  have  fallen  off  from  those  of 
the  preceding  year  over  fourteen  hundred  dollars.  The  demand  for  tracts 
has  at  the  same  time  increased,  especially  on  our  foreign  mission  stations,  and 
among  the  freedmen  of  our  own  country.  Twenty  new  tracts  have  been 
prepared,  and  are  ready  for  the  press. 

Three  considerations  with  regard  to  our  Tract  interests  have  especially 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  Committee  :  First,  the  importance  of  well- 
written  tracts  having  a  sufficiently-wide  range  of  topics  in  reference  to 
Christian  doctrine  and  practice.  This  need  has,  to  a  great  extent,  been 
already  met.  The  diligent  and  discriminating  tract-distributor  can  utter  a 
word  in  season,  to  both  believers  and  unbelievers,  upon  almost  all  occasions, 
if  well  supplied  from  our  catalogue.  The  second,  and  no  less  important,  con- 
sideration is  the  method  of  distribution  which  shall  secure  the  greatest 
amount  of  profitable  reading.  Scattering  tracts  to  perish,  like  autumn  leaves, 
where  they  fall,  is  plainly  an  unprofitable  work.    To  strew  them  freely  as 
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seed  in  sunny  and  well-watered  places  is  no  easy  task.  The  Committee 
would  suggest  that  our  class-leaders  be  more  generally  prompted  by  their 
pastors  to  use  this  method  of  advancing  the  spiritual  welfare  of  their  classes* 
They,  next  to  the  gospel  minister,  are  in  a  position  to  drop  the  seed  into  its 
appropriate  soil.  The  leader's  varied  words,  spoken  to  the  various  wants  of 
his  little  flock,  may  be  made  more  emphatic  when  followed  by  a  printed 
page  uttering  the  same  counsels. 

The  same  remarks,  with  some  qualification,  might  be  made  in  reference  to 
Sunday-school  teachers. 

Our  last  suggestion  in  regard  to  tract  distribution  involves  a  question  of 
vital  interest  to  this  enterprise.  It  is  this :  that,  to  a  larger  extent  than  has 
been  done  heretofore,  our  tracts  may  profitably,  to  those  we  seek  to  benefit, 
be  sold  rather  than  given  away.  To  do  this,  we  would  have  them  taken 
from  their  present  uninviting  form,  and  put  upon  fine  letter-press,  in  clear 
type,  in  connection  with  first-class  pictorial  illustrations,  and  sold  at  cost 
prices.  We  are  glad  to  learn  that  the  tract  list  is  now  under  a  thorough 
revision,  and  progress  is  proposed  in  this  direction. 

Our  Book  Concern,  ever  a  power  for  good  in  our  warfare  with  sin,  was 
never  more  so,  we  fully  believe,  than  now.  During  the  last  four  years,  its 
range  has  been  made  more  comprehensive,  embracing  works  of  the  first 
class  in  scholarship  and  ability,  with  adaptations  to  the  changing  phases  of 
the  attacks  upon  Christ  and  his  gospel.  At  the  same  time,  the  agents  have 
made  arrangements  by  which  to  supply,  both  conveniently  and  at  the  lowest 
prices,  almost  every  book  of  the  general  market  which  our  ministers  and 
people  may  demand.  We  call  the  attention  to  this  of  brethren  who  may 
have  occasion  to  select  books  for  private  or  Sunday-school  libraries. 

To  our  Sunday-school  publications,  the  Committee  have  given  special 
attention.  The  editor  in  this  department  has  been  pressed  by  many  and 
great  difficulties  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty.  From  some  —  not  uninfluential 
—  quarters,  the  demand  comes  for  books  of  stories,  narratives  of  the  imagi- 
nation, and,  if  some  of  them  are  intensified  and  sensational,  so  much  the 
better.  At  the  same  time,  great  and  good  men  in  high  places  in  the  church 
are  shocked  at  a  Sunday-school  book,  from  a  Methodist  press,  which  does  not 
follow  the  sober  path  of  actual  occurrences.  They  have  read  "  Paradise 
Lost,"  Bunyan's  "  Pilgrim's  Progress,"  and  possibly  the  pure  fiction  which 
Wesley  commended,  "  The  Fool  of  Quality,"  with  great  profit ;  they  have 
received  deeper  impressions  of  divine  truth  from  the  stories  in  the  religious 
teaching  of  the  great  and  good  of  all  ages  of  the  Church,  commencing  with 
its  Divine  Founder  himself,  —  and  yet  a  story-book  is  the  object  of  their  especial 
disgust.  Nor  is  this  all.  Many  critics  of  this  class  have  strangely  ignored, 
or  slightly  noticed,  the  editor's  laborious,  and,  we  think,  eminently  successful, 
efforts  to  provide  books  entirely  free  from  the  taint,  if  taint  it  is,  of  fiction, — 
books  of  biography,  history,  and  science ;  and  books  of  direct  appeal  to  the 
heart.  While  these  conflicts  are  going  on  concerning  theories,  the  facts  in 
reference  to  the  sale  of  the  Sunday  books  are  these :  the  story-books  sell 
extensively,  and  are  everywhere  read;  while  those  of  greater  intrinsic 
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value,  because  more  instructive  in  their  character,  drag  heavily  through 
small  editions. 

The  Committee  think  that  Dr.  Wise,  as  editor  of  the  Sunday-school 
books,  has  avoided  extremes,  and  given  our  Church  a  list  of  books  worthy  of 
its  highest  confidence  and  most  generous  patronage. 

In  closing,  the  Committee  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Conference  to 
what  they  deem  an  urgent  need  of  our  Book  and  Tract  interest ;  namely, 
a  more  specific  as  well  as  a  more  prominent  notice  of  the  Book-Concern 
publications,  by  the  Methodist  press.  We  are  confident  that  our  people 
need,  and  the  cause  of  religion  demands,  this.  How  this  is  to  be  done  we 
leave  to  those  more  immediately  intrusted  with  the  responsibilities  of  the 
press.  But  we  suggest  that  the  space  given  in  the  weekly  religious  visitors 
to  our  family  circles  to  the  interests  of  the  popular  literature  might  profit- 
ably be  reserved  for  our  own  books,  especially  as  much  of  such  literature 
contains  the  shafts  of  infidelity,  made  attractive  by  the  skill  of  great  abili- 
ties and  scholarly  culture.  This  suggestion  is  made  more  reasonable  by  the 
fact,  that  the  editors  of  the  extensively-circulated  magazines  containing  such 
literature,  which  receive  monthly  notices  from  our  editors,  seldom  call  the 
attention  of  their  readers  to  an  evangelical  book,  except  to  cast  contempt 
upon  it.  Surely  our  press  should  show  a  more  consistent  love  for  its  own, 
especially  when  that  own  stands  directly  opposed  to  that  which  dishonors 
Christ,  and  contemns  his  gospel. 


LAY  REPRESENTATION. 

The  introduction  of  Lay  Representation  into  the  Methodist-Episcopal 
Church  is  a  subject  of  great  importance,  not  so  much  from  any  practical  good 
to  result  from  its  consummation,  or  for  any  influence  it  may  have  to  bring 
the  laity  and  ministry  into  more  active  and  profitable  relations,  as  that  it 
furnishes  a  subject  for  unhappy  controversy,  to  result  in  the  unnecessary 
alienation  of  brethren,  and  the  probable  disruption  of  the  Church. 

There  is  no  surer  method  of  judging  of  the  future  than  by  the  past.  The 
history  of  this  agitation  in  the  past  shows,  that  in  every  instance  it  has 
resulted  in  secession ;  and  we  have  no  assurance  that  the  present  movement 
will  be  an  exception. 

It  is  true,  the  friends  of  this  ill-timed  measure  profess  great  love  for  the 
Church,  and  they  assure  us  that  they  have  no  intention  of  seceding.  But 
this  is  not  peculiar  to  them :  secessionists  have  always  made  the  same  decla- 
ration, and  never  have  they  been  more  loud  in  their  professions  of  attach- 
ment to  the  Church  than  on  the  eve  of  their  withdrawal.  The  editor  of  our 
"  Quarterly  Review  "  has  very  justly  said,  "  as  the  present  Lay  Representation 
movement  originated,  not  so  muchtin  a  deep  Christ-like  sympathy  with  the 
people  as  in  a  partisan  policy,  so  it  seems  still  not  a  little  discolored  by  its 
original  sin.  It  is  but  partly  regenerated.  It  appears  to  our  masses  to  be 
in  the  interests-  of  the  few."  ("  Quarterly  Retiew,"  January,  1868,  p.  158.) 
The  friends  of  Methodism  as  it  is  —  Methodism  needing  no  change  to  make  it 
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the  power  of  God  unto  salvation  —  have  not  invited  this  agitation,  but  have 
from  the  first  protested  against  it.    They  have  simply  acted  on  the  defensive. 

They  have  formed  no  organizations,  held  no  conventions,  imported  no  paid 
agents  to  engineer  the  measure,  circulated  no  official  remonstrances.  On 
the  other  hand,  conventions  have  been  held,  and  addressed  by  some  of  the 
most  popular  orators  of  the  Church  ;  committees  have  been  appointed ;  circu- 
lars have  flooded  the  land,  burdened  with  the  most  extraordinary  theological 
and  historical  lore  known  to  the  19th  century;  petitions  have  been  circulated 
in  every  society,  where  one  could  be  found  willing  to  do  it ;  and,  where 
this  has  failed,  agents  have  been  sent  from  afar  to  do  the  work. 

Nothing  has  been  left  undone  that  could  be  done  to  make  it  appear  that 
the  laity  of  the  Church  desire  Lay  Representation,  and  this  has  been  done 
chiefly  through  ministerial  agency. 

The  grounds  upon  which  Lay  Representation  has  been  claimed  have 
changed,  like  the  hues  of  the  chameleon,  with  every  new  object  upon  which 
it  has  chanced  to  light.  Once  it  was  demanded  on  the  ground  of  "  natural, 
inalienable  right."  "  No  taxation  without  representation,"  was  the  battle-cry 
of  the  agitators.  But  it  was  soon  made  clear  that  Methodism  knew  no 
"  taxation,"  except  that  imposed  upon  her  ministry. 

It  was  then  claimed,  that  laymen  had  no  rights  in  the  Methodist-Episcopal 
Church,  — " no  rights,"  said  the  Philadelphia  Laymen's  Convention,  "that 
ministers  are  bound  to  respect." 

To  have  heard  these  weeping  prophets  utter  their  lamentations  over  our 
oppressed,  down-trodden,  crushed,  and  outraged  laymen,  one  would  have 
imagined  that  the  "  abomination  of  desolation,  spoken  of  by  the  prophet 
Daniel,  had  actually  taken  possession  of  the  holy  place." 

The  great  organ  of  this  movement  could  not  speak  of  a  dead  man  but  to 
give  currency  to  his  lamentations  over  the  "  humiliating  position  of  the  laity 
of  the  Methodist-Episcopal  Church."  But,  all  at  once,  it  was  discovered 
that  our  laity  have  so  many  rights  that  we  cannot  consistently  withhold  more. 
It  was  claimed  again,  that  we  were  rapidly  deteriorating,  that  we  were 
losing  immensely  in  our  cities  and  large  centres,  and  that  nothing  would  save 
us  from  annihilation  but  the  introduction  of  Lay  Representation. 

In  reply  to  this  it  has  been  shown,  that  we  have  outstripped  numerically 
all  other  denominations,  and  during  the  Centenary  year  eight  millions  have 
been  poured  into  the  treasury  of  the  Church.  Bishop  Simpson,  in  a  burst 
of  eloquence,  exclaims,  "  I  thank  God  that  in  these  last  two  years  we  have 
added  more  than  two  hundred  thousand  members  to  our  communion.  I  re- 
joice that  in  this  last  year,  as  our  statistics  show,  we  have  added  in  church- 
building  alone  more  than  six  millions  of  dollars."  And  all  this  without  Lay 
Representation.  And  yet  a  ministerial  brother  spoke,  at  the  Portland 
Laymen's  Convention,  "  of  the  difficulty  he  had  experienced  in  persuading 
converts,  educated  under  other  influences,  to  join  the  Methodist- Episcopal 
Church  ;  because  laymen  have  so  few  rights  under  its  government." 

W e  are  sorry  that  brethren  known  to  be  so  universally  acceptable  and 
popular  should  meet  with  such  barriers  to  complete  success. 
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First,  we  had  no  money,  and  hence  the  necessity  of  Lay  Representation 
to  secure  it ;  now  we  have  it  in  such  immense  quantities  that  we  need  Lay 
Representation  to  take  care  of  it. 

Without  tracing  these  inconsistencies  further,  we  call  your  attention  to  a 
careful  consideration  of  certain  objections  which,  in  the  name  of  the  great 
majority  of  the  Methodist-Episcopal  Church,  we  offer  against  Lay  Represen- 
tation, as  claimed  by  its  friends  and  supporters. 

1st.  We  object  to  the  introduction  of  Lay  Representation  into  the  Method- 
ist-Episcopal Church,  on  the  ground  that  the  people  have  given  their  ver- 
dict against  it.  We  take  our  stand  with  the  people,  and  oppose  any  and 
every  effort  to  override  their  wishes  in  this  regard,  as  an  effort  unworthy  of 
men  who  claim  that  this  measure  is  the  perfection  of  ecclesiastical  democ-  4 
racy. 

2d.  We  object  to  Lay  Representation,  because  the  principles  avowed  by  its 
leading  advocates  involve  a  denial  of  a  special  Divine  call  to  the  ministry,  — 
the  ministerial  call  not  differing  materially  in  their  estimation  from  a  call  to 
be  a  class-leader,  a  Sunday-school  superintendent,  a  chorister,  or  a  sexton. 

One  of  its  more  advanced  advocates,  Dr.  A.  Stevens,  says,  "  As  all  cannot 
preach  together  without  confusion,  the  Church  selects  those  most  competent, 
and  virtually  says,  '  Go  you  up,  and  do  the  talking  in  the  pulpit,  and  we  will 
do  our  talking  in  the  vestry,  the  class-meeting,  the  Sunday  school,  the 
home.'    This  is  the  doctrine  of  the  priesthood  of  the  people." 

Paul  had  no  such  views  of  his  call  to  the  ministry.  He  thanked  God  that 
the  "  Lord  Jesus  Christ,"  not  the  "  brethren"  had  put  him  "  into  the  ministry" 

3d.  We  object  to  Lay  Representation,  because  it  appears  to  us  to  be  revo- 
lutionary. If  a  revolution  is  "  a  material  or  entire  change  in  the  constitution 
of  government,"  then  this  is  revolutionary  ;  for  all  who  favor  it  contend  for 
a  "  material"  and  many  for  an  "  entire  "  change. 

4th.  We  object  to  this  measure,  as  an  expedient  too  hazardous  to  be 
attempted.  Judge  Goodrich,  one  of  the  ablest  laymen  of  our  church,  and 
claimed  to  be  in  sympathy  with  this  movement,  says,  "  It  is  a  radical  change 
in  the  organic  structure  of  our  church  economy.  .  .  .  It  is  a  leap  in  the  dark." 

5th.  We  object  to  Lay  Representation,  because  it  is  not  demanded  by.the 
present  circumstances  of  the  Church,  and,  if  not  demanded,  is  unnecessary. 

6th.  We  object  to  the  introduction  of  Lay  Representation,  on  account  of 
the  indefiniteness  of  the  proposition. 

Never  were  Babel  builders  more  discordant  than  are  the  friends  of  this 
measure.    Their  plans  are  not  only  dissimilar,  but  destructive  of  each  other. 

Utterly  failing  to  agree  among  themselves,  they  propose  referring  the 
whole  matter  of  plan-making  to  the  General  Conference,  composed  largely 
of  opponents  of  the  change,  rendering  their  councils  still  more  discordant. 

"  They  tell  us,"  says  Judge  Goodrich,  "  that  it  can  be  done,  but  fail'to  tell 
us  how ;  and  I  am  sure  I  cannot  clearly  see.  It  is  a  large  demand  upon  the 
confidence  of  the  Church,  to  ask  her  to  make  so  radical  a  change,  and  trust 
to  their  future  ability  to  devise  such  a  plan,  when  they  have  thus  far  failed 
to  present  one  which  they  are  willing  to  recommend." 
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7th.  The  introduction  of  Lay  Representation  is  not  justified  by  the  success 
attending  those  churches  which  have  adopted  it. 

Many  of  these  churches  which  once  seceded  from  us  are  seeking  to  return, 
after  having  tried  their  new  plans  and  found  them  wanting. 

8th.  The  kind  of  Lay  Representation  claimed  by  the  advocates  of  this 
measure,  so  far  as  they  do  agree,  is  without  an  example  in  any  of  our  sister 
churches,  but  is,  in  the  language  of  Judge  Goodrich  before  quoted,-  "  a  leap 
in  the  dark." 

9th.  We  further  object  to  Lay  Representation  because  it  seeks  to  conform 
our  Church  government  to  that  of  the  State,  which  cannot  be  done  with 
safety  to  our  Episcopacy  and  Itinerancy,  and,  if  it  could,  would  not  be  for 
the  best. 

The  two  governments  are  so  totally  dissimilar  in  their  origin,  their  authority, 
and  their  design,  as  to  render  it  impracticable  to  conform  the  one  to  the  other. 

Dr.  Stevens,  whose  "  pupilage  "  proves  too  mighty  for  his  maturity,  and 
whose  youthful  logic  is  more  than  a  match  for  his  manhood  rhetoric,  once 
said,  "  What  propriety  is  there,  then,  in  this  indiscriminate  cry  of  republican- 
ism in  reference  to  voluntary  compacts  ?  We  are  sure  that  no  American 
citizens  love  republicanism  better  than  the  members  of  our  church,  but  this 
boisterous  fallacy  has  always  proved  too  flimsy  to  beguile  their  sound  discern- 
ment." 

10th.  We  object  to  Lay  Representation,  because  the  claims  set  up  by  its 
friends  are  clearly  in  conflict  with  the  Scriptures.  God  has  committed  the 
spiritual  "  oversight  "  of  the  churches  to  the  pastors. 

When  Paul  exhorts  the  elders  at  Ephesus  to  "  take  heed  unto  themselves, 
and  to  all  the  flock  over  which  the  Holy  Ghost  had  made  them  overseers,"  he 
must  have  impressed  those  elders  with  some  idea  of  spiritual  rule.  "  Let  the 
elders  that  rule  well  be  counted  worthy  of  double  honor."  "  Remember  them 
which  have  the  rule  over  you,"  &c.  These  are  samples  -of  a  large  class  of 
Scriptures,  bearing  directly  on  this  matter. 

In  all  the  discussions  of  this  subject  which  have  come  under  our  notice, 
we  have  never  met  with  a  fair,  honest,  manly  grappling  with  these  Scrip- 
tures. We  have  heard  grave  divines  attempt  to  weaken  the  force  of  this 
argument  by  exhuming  the  bones  of  the  old  Jewish  Sanhedrim,  and  elo- 
quently setting  forth  the  relation  which  the  "  brethren"  sustained  to  a  coun- 
cil at  Jerusalem. 

More  :  they  have  classically  exclaimed,  "  figment  of  High  Churchism !  " 
"  fag  end  of  popery !  "  "  exclusive  ecclesiastical  hierarchy ! "  &c.  These  have 
been  the  chief  methods*employed.  But  we  are  sure  that  few  men  of  com- 
mon penetration  will  be  deluded  by  these  high-sounding  epithets.  If  this  be 
High  Churchism,  it  is  the  High  Churchism  of  Paul  and  Peter,  which  your 
committee  are  not  prepared  to  call  in  question. 

But  these  brethren  know  that  our  views  on  this  subject  are  as  far  removed 
from  the  objectionable  features  of  High  Churchism  as  are  the  poles  from 
each  other. 

From  these  conclusions  they  fly  to  the  " priesthood  of  the  people"  But 
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•what  are  we  to  understand  by  the  "priesthood  of  the  people"?  Simply, 
that  under  the  Gospel,  the  veil  being  rent,  all  are  permitted  to  come 
and  confess  to  God,  through  the  one  high-priest,  —  Jesus.  This  is  all  of  it ; 
and  to  confound  this  11  priesthood  "  with  the  Divinely-appointed  ministry  of 
the  New  Testament  seems  to  us  most  fallacious  and  unscriptural.  While 
it  is  provided  that  every  man  shall  approach  God  for  himself  without  the 
intercessions  of  one  needing  to  offer  sacrifice  first  for  himself,  and  that  in 
this  sense  all  are  "priests,"  it. is  still  true  that  God  has  established  the  Gos- 
pel ministry  to  "  feed  the  flock  of  God,  taking  the  oversight  thereof." 

11th.  We  object  to  Lay  Representation,  because  the  principles  upon 
which  it  is  based  are  in  conflict  with  the  theory  of  Church  government  as 
held  by  our  standard  authors. 

12th.  We  object  to  this  measure,  because  the  principles  upon  which  it  is 
based  are  in  conflict  with  the  practice  of  the  Methodist-Episcopal  Church 
from  its  origin. 

•  13th.  We  object  to  Lay  Representation  in  the  General  Conference,  because 
the  business  of  that  body  does  not  require  it. 

14th.  We  object  to  this  change  in  our  economy,  because  the  principles 
upon  which  it  is  based  will  require  Lay  Representation  in  the  cabinet. 

15th.  We  object  to  this  measure,  because  the  natural  result  will  be  repre- 
sentation by  a  favored  class  whose  circumstances  do  not  qualify  them  to 
represent  the  majority  of  our  laity. 

16th.  We  object  to  this  measure,  because  it  would  introduce  into  our 
societies  the  strife  and  discord  naturally  connected  with  popular  elections. 

17th.  We  object  to  Lay  Representation,  as  at  variance  with  the  providen- 
tial character  of  our  whole  economy. 

These  are  some  of  the  objections  which  naturally  suggest  themselves  to 
our  minds  against  this  unnecessary  revolution  in  our  Church  economy. 

If  so  many,  and  such  objections  could  have  been  preferred  against  the 
chief  magistrate  of  this  nation,  all  the  replication  that  could  have  availed 
him  would  have  been  "  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner ! " 

Your  committee  have  given  the  laymen  (as  ordered  by  the  Conference)  a 
hearing  on  this  subject.  They  have  also  received  a  few  petitions  from  the 
churches,  asking  the  Conference  to  take  advanced  action  on  this  question. 
But  nothing  appeared  in  the  presentation  by  the  laymen,  nor  in  the  number 
and  character  of  the  petitions,  to  satisfy  your  committee  that  any  such 
change  in  our  economy  as  is  asked  for  could  be  made  with  safety,  or  that 
our  people  in  any  considerable  numbers  favor  the  movement ;  but,  on  the  « 
contrary,  that  any  action  by  this  Conference  favoring  such  a  change  would 
be  in  direct  conflict  with  the  wishes  of  the  great  body  of  our  laity.  The  fact 
that  a  hundred  and  thirty  of  the  churches  in  this  Conference  have  not 
responded  by  petition  after  the  most  urgent  efforts  to  induce  them  so  to  do, 
and  that  only  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six  out  of  a  membership  of  more 
than  twenty-four  thousand  have  asked  for  the  change,  shows  the  strength  of 
the  opposition  to  the  measure,  or  the  almost  universal  indifference  of  the 
people  to  the  subject. 
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In  view  of  these  and  other  considerations  which  might  be  named,  we 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions :  — 

1.  Resolved,  That  we  believe  our  present  system  of  Church  government  the 
best  for  the  evangelization  and  salvation  of  the  world,  and  that  we  see  no 
occasion  for  a  change. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  pledge  ourselves  to  stand  by  the  faith  of  the  fathers, 
until  we  are  convinced  that  the  work  which  they  so  gloriously  commenced 
cannot  be  completed  by  the  agencies  provided  by  our  present  economy. 

3.  Resolved,  That  we  deem  the  advocacy  of  the  proposed  change,  not  only 
inexpedient,  but  damaging  to  the  interests  of  our  Church,  and  productive  of 
"  evil,  only  evil,  and  that  continually." 

4.  Resolved,  That  our  delegates  elect  to  the  next  General  Conference  be 
and  hereby  are  recommended  not  to  vote  for  any  change  in  our  Church 
economy  by  which  Lay  Representation  shall  be  introduced  into  the  General 
Conference  of  the  Methodist-Episcopal  Church. 


OBSERVANCE  OF  THE  SABBATH. 

The  first  complete  day  that  man  lived  was  a  Sabbath  day ;  and  it  is 
remarkable  that  God  himself  kept  that  Sabbath  with  man.  So  precious  was 
man's  spiritual  nature  that  the  great  Father  did  not  suffer  his  new-made  be- 
ing, even  before  the  fall,  to  go  into  the  duties  of  Eden's  garden,  not  for  a 
single  day,  until  man  and  God  had  kept  a  Sabbath  together,  thus  early 
shadowing  forth  the  great  sacredness  of  man's  religious  nature.  So  God 
sanctified  and  hallowed  it.  It  is  therefore  holy  time,  —  better  than  other 
days.  In  keeping  the  Sabbath  holy,  the  first  and  most  important  duty  is  to 
keep  the  heart  from  desecration  by  worldly  thoughts  and  cares.  Suppose  a 
man  does  not  do  any  work  therein,  but  he  thinks  about  it,  talks  about  it, 
plans  and  lays  schemes  for  it,  and,  were  it  not  for  the  example,  he  might 
about  as  well  be  at  work  with  his  hands,  for  all  the  good  the  sacred  day  does 
him.  His  soul  has  no  Sabbath.  God  requires  that  man  should  not  "  think 
his  own  thoughts,  or  speak  his  own  words,  on  the  Sabbath  ;  "  and  to  do  so  is  as 
truly  a  violation  of  its  sanctity  as  it  is  to  work.  But  neither  is  right.  Soul 
and  body  both  should  rest  and  be  refreshed. 

The  Sabbath  is  also  desecrated  by  secular  reading.  If  it  is  wrong  to  do  a 
work  on  the  Sabbath,  it  is  a  sin  to  read  about  it.  When  a  man  allows  him- 
self to  break  the  Sabbath  in  his  thoughts,  in  his  language,  and  in  his  reading, 
it  is  but  a  step,  and  that  easily  taken,  to  do  it  in  deeds,  as  from  the  heart  are 
the  issues  of  life.  * 

Riding,  and  visiting  for  pleasure,  on  the  Lord's  Day  should  be  condemned 
by  us,  both  by  precept  and  example. 

We  deeply  deplore  the  great  desecration  of  the  Sabbath,  and  its  deleteri- 
ous influence  on  religion  and  the  young,  and  recommend  to  all  our  minis- 
ters to  keep  their  congregations  informed  and  admonished  on  this  subject, 
and  to  all  our  people  greater  care  to  keep  inviolate  this  day  of  God. 
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CHURCH  AID. 

This  society  is  the  child  of  Providence,  and  Heaven  has  smiled  on  its 
efforts.  The  Board  of  Managers  have  been  efficient  in  their  labors ;  and  the 
pastors  at  Dedham,  Groveland,  Newton  Corner,  'Brookfield,  Beverly,  and 
Swampscott,  by  their  faithful  endeavors,  have  obtained  $3,258.35  to  assist 
their  churches.  The  churches  at  Beverly,  Millbury,  Rockport,  South  Read- 
ing, and  others,  are  still  in  circumstances  of  want.  These  calls  must  be  re- 
garded. 

This  society  is  promoting  one  of  the  most  important  interests  of  the 
Church.  The  establishing  of  self-supporting  societies,  in  many  places,  de- 
pends on  the  erection  of  houses,  without  burdening  themselves  with  insup- 
portable debts.  This  society  must  be  managed  by  skilful  hands  to  retain  the 
confidence  of  its  friends.  Its  object  should  be  distinctly  understood,  and  its 
management  should  insure  an  increasing  liberality.  The  object  is  not  to  aid 
in  building  expensive  churches  ;  nor  should  the  society,  by  its  funds,  encourage 
the  building  of  houses  where  the  society  does  not  give  promise  of  being  self- 
sustaining.  To  prevent  the  evils  to  which  we  have  referred,  and  others  that 
we  have  reason  to  fear,  we  would  suggest  that  no  society  should  be  encour- 
aged to  expect  any  assistance  unless  they  consult  the  Board  of  Managers  in 
regard  to  location,  size,  expense,  and  other  circumstances  connected  with 
church-building. 

The  Committee  nominate  the  following  Board  of  Managers  and  Corre- 
sponding Members :  — 

Board  of  Managers.  —  Ministers,  —  G.  Haven,  C.  N.  Smith,  J.  M. 
Bailey,  Edward  Otheman,  S.  Tupper,  D.  Sherman,  E.  A.  Manning,  George 
Whitaker. 

Laymen,  —  Hon.  Jacob  Sleeper,  R.  Tute,  E.^.  Porter,  J.  P.  Magee,  Pliny 
Nickerson,  M.  S.  Rice,  Liverus  Hull*  Isaac  Emerson,  T.  P.  Richardson,  T. 
Bagnall,  O.  T.  Taylor,  F.  Rand. 


STATE  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

We  give  thanks  to  our  Lord  and  Saviour  for  leading  our  nation  through 
the  blood  and  fire  and  vapor  of  smoke  which  for  four  years  enshrouded  us 
in  its  sulphurous  canopy. 

We  especially  praise  his  name,  that,  in  this  hour  of  national  agony,  the 
greatest  crime  of  history  perished  from  the  face  of  the  land. 

We  rejoice,  that,  in  carrying  forward  the  work  of  national  regeneration, 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  has  been  so  faithful  to  the  will  of  God  in 
building  up  our  ruined  State  organizations  on  the  only  just  and  enduring 
foundations  of  the  equal  and  fraternal  oneness  of  man. 

We  deeply  regret  the  constant  and  violent  hostility  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  the  action  of  Congress  and  the  will  of  the  people  in 
respect  to  this  duty,  and  that  it  has  compelled  his  impeachment  for  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanors  before  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
3 
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We  hereby  heartily  and  solemnly  approve  this  action  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  trust  the  Honorable  Senate  and  the  Chief  Justice  of 
the  United  States,  in  this  most  important  trial,  will  magnify  our  laws,  and 
make  them  honorable  in  the  eyes  of  all  the  nations. 

We  cordially  approve  the  action  of  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  General  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  in  yielding  up  the  keys  of  his  office  as  Secretary  of 
War  ad  interim,  to  the  regular  Secretary,  immediately  on  the  decision  of  the 
Senate  as  to  the  right  of  occupancy.  We  also  commend  his  whole  action  in 
this  critical  history,  as  inspiring  confidence  in  the  Republic,  and  as  showing 
to  all  nations,  that,  in  America,  her  first  generals  are  obedient  to  law,  in 
both  drawing  and  sheathing  the  sword  of  victory. 

We  most  gratefully  recognize  the  sagacity,  courage,  and  faithfulness  of 
Hon.  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  the  Secretary  of  War.  We  honor  his  great  ser- 
vices during  the  war,  and  those,  equally  valuable,  which  he  has  rendered  in 
this  our  last  struggle  with  the  slave-power.  May  God  preserve  him  in  his 
high  trust  until  the  Rebellion,  whether  in  the  White  House  or  in  its  Southern 
departments,  shall  be  utterly  put  down  ! 

As  our  nation  has  been  conducted  through  this  long,  perilous,  and  bloody 
controversy  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  through  the  prayers  of  his  Church,  we 
request  the  members  of  our  churches,  and  all  Christians,  to  be  unwearied  in 
their  supplications,  that  the  consummating  of  the  conflict  now  going  for- 
ward may  be  conformed  to  all  its  previous  steps,  and  obtain  for  us  as  a 
nation  the  continued  and  crowning  blessings  of  God. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  Report  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  President  of  the  Senate,  and 
the  Chief  Justice  and  General  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 


SOUTHERN  MISSION  WORK. 

The  late  civil  war  through  which  our  nation  has  successfully  passed  fused 
the  elements  of  our  American  civilization,  and  thus  prepared  them  to  our 
hand  for  a  recast  in  a  higher  form.  We  have  seen  the  golden  edge  of  a 
new  sun  rise,  and  gild  our  horizon.  The  breath  of  a  balmier  day  steals  on 
the  morning  air.  New  and  higher  duties  are  at  our  door.  The  care  of 
millions,  elevated  and  regenerated  by  the  evangel  of  a  juster  dispensation 
and  the  test  of  civic  and  ecclesiastic  virtue,  is  upon  us.  We  deplore  the 
failure  of  the  North  to  present  a  better  precept  and  a  better  practice  on  the 
odiousness  of  caste,  for  the  social,  political,  and  ecclesiastical  reconstruction 
of  the  South.  Wre  deplore  the  tardiness  of  Northern  statesmen  and  church- 
men to  supplement  our  military  victories  by  equally  immortal,  civic,  and 
ecclesiastic  triumphs.  A  broader  patriotism  and  a  sturdier  gospel  are  im- 
perative. 

Prominent  among  the  right  things  being  clone  in  the  right  place  is  the 
prosecution  of  our  Southern  Mission  Work.  This  is  destined  in  the  future 
to  wield  a  more  potent  influence,  and  receive  a  higher  recognition.    Its  sue- 
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cess  in  the  past  three  years,  under  the  most  trying  embarrassments  and 
against  the  most  intense  and  organized  opposition,  auspicates  grand  and 
glorious  trophies  in  the  years  to  come.  Scores  of  preachers,  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  members,  and  thousands  of  Sunday-school  children,  without  distinc- 
tion of  color  or  previous  condition,  have  each  year  flocked  to  our  standards. 
A  far-sighted  sagacity  must  see  that  our  Church  there  allow  no  temporizing 
policy,  take  no  doubtful  position,  inevitably  necessitating  sooner  or  later 
a  change  of  base  in  the  face  of  the  foe,  which  always  involves  danger,  if  not 
disaster.  We  must  take  up  positions  impregnable  in  themselves,  because 
buttressed  by  eternal  justice.  In  this  we  shall  be  wise,  safe,  and  ultimately 
victorious.  We  must  lift  the  fiery  cross  of  a  righteous  evangelism  in  the 
Southern  sky,  and  proclaim,  "  By  this  sign  we  conquer."  We  must  preach  a 
pure  gospel,  and  a  perfect  republicanism.  We  must,  in  spite  of  prejudice 
and  caste,  fearlessly  draw  in  the  warp  of  a  nobler  civilization  and  Chris- 
tianity, which  coming  years  shall  weave  full  of  glorious  triumphs.  We  need 
not  stay  to  discuss  with  other  bodies  which  antagonize  and  harass  our  work. 
Only  make  our  Church  more  righteous  in  principle,  and  resistless  with 
divine  power,  and  the  day  and  the  field  are  ours.  While  Calvinistic 
Methodism  in  England  turned  its  energies  to  the  overthrow  of  Arminian 
Methodism,  Mr.  Wesley,  wise  and  strategic  above  his  adversaries,  kept 
0  marshalling  and  massing  and  marching  his  forces  in  their  saving  work,  and 
all  England  bowed  before  his  victorious  banners. 

No  aristocracy,  then,  can  have  place  in  our  work ;  but  an  inexorable 
democracy  must  bear  sway,  which  knows  no  man  after  the  flesh,  previous 
condition,  or  color.  If  the  proud  white  citizens  refuse  our  feast,  we  must 
not  refuse  to  go  into  the  highways  and  hedges,  and  compel  the  ex-slaves  to 
come  in  that  God's  house  may  be  filled.  We  must  abide  this  issue.  Other 
denominations,  evangelical  and  unevangelical,  see  the  power  which  must 
ultimately  accrue  from  the  denominational  control  and  influence  of  the 
colored  population,  when  they  shall  be  advanced  to  their  higher  sphere  and 
sway,  as  American  citizens.  Hence  their  coquetries  with  the  African 
Methodist-Episcopal  Church,  and  other  colored  bodies,  whose  only  legitimate 
af§nity  is  with  us.  Denominational  prudence  admonishes  us  to  see  to  it,  that 
no  other  take  our  crown.  Our  rivalry,  however,  must  be  only  that  more  * 
noble  and  glorious  emulation,  who  best  can  work  and  live. 

What  though  our  work  there  seem  only  five  loaves  and  two  small  fishes 
among  so  many  ?  merely  a  handful  of  corn  on  the  top  of  the  mountain  V  It 
shall  yet  wave  like  Lebanon.  Our  churches,  schools,  and  schoolhouses  — 
the  fundamental  elements  of  abiding  success  —  are  multiplying  and  strength- 
ening. The  fact  must  be  impressed  on  every  rood  of  the  South,  and  reflect- 
ed to  every  hamlet  of  the  North,  that  we  have  come  to  stay  and  possess  the 
land,  —  not  as  destroyers,  but  as  benefactors.  It  is  not  a  raid  for  plunder, 
but  a  campaign  of  love  and  righteousness.  Our  brief  term  of  operations 
there  has  already  developed  the  necessity  of  an  enlarged  and  modified 
policy,  suited  to  the  advancing  ideas  of  the  nation  and  the  age.  The  Ten- 
nessee Central  College  has  been  compelled  to  seek  a  change  in  its  charter, 
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admitting  white  as  well  as  colored  students  under  its  new  title  as  the 
Tennessee  University.  The  Thompson  Institute  at  New  Orleans  has 
become  the  Thompson  University,  without  distinction  of  color. 

The  policy  of  our  Church,  the  pronouncement  of  the  nation,  and  the 
providence  of  God,  are  all  directing  us  to  consummate  the  work  so  auspi- 
ciously begun,  —  of  making  a  homogeneous  nation  and  a  homogeneous  church* 
in  every  right  and  privilege. 

We  write  indelibly  on  our  banners  the  immortal  words  of  heroic  John 
Hampden,  "  There  are  no  footprints  backward  here."    Therefore,  — 

Resolved,  That  we  continue  to  cherish  the  conviction  that  separate 
churches  and  Conferences,  on  the  basis  of  color,  are  prejudicial  to  the  catho- 
licity of  our  holy  religion,  to  our  high  denominational  work,  and  to  the 
unifying  of  the  nation. 

Resolved,  That  we  respectfully  recommend  the  General  Conference  to 
construct  its  work  in  the  South  on  these  holiest,  broadest  principles. 

Resolved,  That  we  respectfully  recommend  the  General  Conference  to 
remove  the  limitations  of  the  exercise  of  his  Episcopal  functions  in  the  case 
of  Bishop  Roberts. 

Resolved,  That  we  approve  heartily  the  resolution  and  unanimous  action 
of  the  late  Mississippi  Mission  Conference  in  recording  itself  against  all 
caste. 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  the  recognition  of  the  Freedman's  Aid 
Society  of  our  Church  by  the  General  Conlerence  as  an  effective  auxiliary 
in  our  Southern  Mission  Work. 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  the  name  of  the  above  society  be  changed 
to  "  The  Southern  Aid  Society  of  the  Methodist-Episcopal  Church,"  thereby 
enabling  us  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  ignorant  and  needy  "  poor  whites  "  as 
well  as  freedmen. 

Resolved,  That  the  support  of  this  Southern  Aid  Society  by  all  our 
churches  is  an  imperative  and  remunerative  part  of  our  Southern  Mission 
Work. 

Resolved,  That  we  trust  the  Church-Extension  Society  will,  in  all  its 
operations,  act  without  partiality  toward  race  or  color. 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  our  hearty  Christian  sympathy  and  greeting  to 
all  our  laborers  in  our  Southern  Mission  Work,  and  that  the  delegate*  of 
this  Conference  be  instructed  to  use  their  influence  to  have  the  delegates 
from  those  Mission  Conferences  in  some  honorable  manner  admitted  to  seats 
in  the  approaching  General  Conference. 


NEW-ENGLAND  CONFERENCE. 
It  has  seemed  a  very  appropriate  task  that  this  Committee  should  inquire 

into  THE  MORAL  CONDITION  AND  NECESSITIES  OF  THE  FIELD  IN  WHICH 

we  labor.  There  are  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  towns  and  cities  with- 
in the  limits  of  this  Conference.  In  the  year  1850,  we  held  positions  in  one 
hundred  and  three  of  these  towns  and  cities,  in  which  we  had  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  appointments,  or  societies.  In  1867,  we  had  extended  our 
church  into  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  towns,  in  which  we  hatl  one  hun- 
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dred  and  seventy-two  societies,  being  an  increase  of  thirty  towns  and  forty- 
seven  societies,  in  seventeen  years.  This  leaves,  at  this  time,  ninety-six 
towns  within  our  Conference  territory,  in  which  we  have  no  churches.  These 
towns  have  a  population  of  137,660. 

The  question  which  becomes  us  as  Christian  watchmen  to  ask  is,  What  is 
our  duty  in  reference  to  this  field  ?  What  portion  of  our  Conference  terri- 
tory most  urgently  demands  our  labor,  —  the  towns  and  cities  which  we  now 
occupy,  or  the  towns  into  which  we  have  not  yet  entered  ?  We  reply  that 
our  duty  will  depend  upon  the  relative  moral  necessities  and  opportunities 
of  these  fields. 

First,  then,  let  us  examine  the  condition  of  the  ninety-six  unoccupied 
towns  :  — 

There  are  two  things  that  will  impress  our  minds  as  we  investigate  their 
condition.  1.  Most  of  them  are  among  our  least  thriving  towns.  Forty  of 
them  contain  less  than  one  thousand  inhabitants.  Twelve  have  less  than  six 
hundred  inhabitants ;  and  fifty-two  have  steadily  decreased  in  population 
since  1850.  2.  The  second  thing  that  impresses  us  is  that  these  ninety-six 
towns  are  already  better  supplied  with  religious  advantages  than  most  other 
parts  of  our  Conference  territory.  But  one  of  them  has  no  church  of  any 
denomination,  —  we  refer  to  Monroe,  with  only  one  hundred  and  ninety-one 
inhabitants.  Taking  the  other  thirty-nine  towns,  with  less  than  one  thousand 
inhabitants,  and  we  find  in  them  fifty  evangelical  churches,  besides  seven 
Unitarian,  and  perhaps  some  others.  This  gives  an  average  of  one  evan- 
gelical church  for  four  hundred  and  thirty-six  inhabitants.  Taking  the 
ninety-six  towns,  we  find  one  hundred  and  seventy  evangelical  churches  in 
them,  besides  Unitarians,  Universalists,  Catholics,  &c.  This  is  an  average  of 
one  evangelical  church  for  eight  hundred  inhabitants  of  all  ages. 

There  are,  however,  some  exceptions  among  these  ninety-six  towns.  The 
following  afford  the  most  promising  fields  of  effort :  Arlington,  Brookline, 
Foxborough,  Franklin,  Gardner,  and  Wrentham.  These  towns  average  one 
evangelical  church  for  one  thousand  four  hundred  inhabitants ;  and  they  are 
all  of  them  growing  towns,  each  of  them  having  had  an  average  increase  of 
one  thousand  in  its  population  since  1850.  There  may  also  be  other  towns 
where,  from  various  local  circumstances,  there  may  be  promising  openings 
that  demand  our  labors.  But  it  will  be  safe  to  say,  that  three-fourths  of  the 
towns  now  unoccupied  by  us  are  already  supplied  with  churches  to  the  ex- 
tent of  their  opportunities  and  means. 

Secondly,  let  us  examine  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  towns  and  cities 
within  our  territory,  in  which  we  already  have  societies.  These  towns  have 
a  population  of  807,542,  and  590  evangelical  churches,  or  one  church  for 
1,375  inhabitants.  But  we  have  just  seen  that  the  towns  in  which  we  have 
no  churches  have  one  church  for  800  inhabitants.  It  will  be  evident  there- 
fore, that,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  isolated  towns,  the  cities  and  towns 
in  which  we  already  have  an  existence  afford  the  most  necessitous  and  prom- 
ising fields  of  labor.    The  following  table  will  clearly  exhibit  this  fact :  — 
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AVERAGE   NUMBER    OF  INHABITANTS  TO  EACH  EVANGELICAL  CHURCH. 


In  Towns  which  have  no  In  Towns  in  which  there  are 

Counties.  Methodist  Churches.  Methodist  Churches. 

Essex  *  One  chu 

Franklin   " 

Hampshire   " 


Hampden  . 
Middlesex . 
Norfolk*.. 
Suffolk 
Worcester 


Total  average 


ch  for  822  inhabitants.  One  church  for  1,343  inhabitants. 

531  "  "  "  479  " 

479  "  "  '<  656  " 

522  "  "  "  865  " 

919  "         <  "  **  1,647  " 

1,323  «  «  "  1,506  " 

858  "  "  «  3,500  « 

872  »  «  "  1,052  " 

800  "  "  "  1.375  M 


From  the  foregoing  table  it  will  appear,  that  the  greatest  opportunity  for 
the  multiplication  of  our  societies,  or,  if  it  be  preferred,  to  make  large  and 
strong  societies,  is  in  the  towns  and  cities  where  we  are  already  established. 
It  will  appear  also,  that  the  least  promising  field  is  in  the  counties  of  Hamp- 
den, Hampshire,  and  Franklin,  although  there  may  possibly  be,  even  in  those 
counties,  localities  that  may  afford  good  openings.  In  the  towns  in  which 
we  have  churches  in  Franklin  County,  there  is  one  evangelical  church  for 
479  inhabitants;  and,  where  we  have  no  churches,  one  for  531  inhabitants. 
In  Hampshire  County,  where  our  churches  now  exist,  there  is  one  evangeli- 
cal church  for  656  inhabitants;  and,  where  we  do  not  exist,  one  for  479  in- 
habitants. In  Hampden  County,  in  the  towns  where  we  have  churches, 
there  is  one  church  for  865  inhabitants;  and,  where  we  have  none,  there  is 
one  for  522.  Or,  combining  those  three  counties  together,  there  is  one 
church  for  666  inhabitants  where  one  already  exists ;  and,  where  we  have  no 
church,  there  is  already  an  evangelical  church  for  511  inhabitants.  And 
yet  it  should  not  be  forgotten,  that  the  valley  of  the  Connecticut  affords,  at 
the  present  time,  many  fine  prospective  openings,  in  the  indications  of  future 
growth,  by  the  fuller  improvement  of  its  immense  water-privileges.  Worces- 
ter County  comes  next  in  order,  having  one  evangelical  church  to  872  inhabi- 
tants where  we  have  no  societies,  and  one  for  1,052  inhabitants  in  the  towns 
in  which  we  have  societies.  Then  follow  four  counties  in  the  order  of  the 
greatest  number  of  inhabitants  for  one  evangelical  church,  beginning  with 
the  lowest :  Essex,  Norfolk,  Middlesex,  and  Suffolk,  each  with  one  church 
for  1,343,  to  one  for  3,500  inhabitants,  respectively. 

But  one  thing  should  be  said  of  that  part  of  Norfolk  County  lying  within 
our  bounds,  that  the  towns  having  no  Methodist  church  in  them  have  a  larger 
population,  for  every  evangelical  church  existing  in  them,  than  any  other 
part  of  our  territory ;  while  those  in  which  we  have  churches  far  exceed  in  the 
number  of  inhabitants  for  each  church  the  other  towns  of  the  Conference. 
The  towns  in  this  county,  therefore,  are  our  most  inviting  fields. 

But  there  is  one  further  step  in  this  investigation.  Our  next  inquiry  has 
reference  to  the  supply  of  evangelical  churches  for  our  cities.  Let  us  take 
ten  cities  within  our  Conference. 


*  We  confine  our  calculation  to  those  parts  of  these  counties  within  our  bounds. 
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Evangelical  Population  Average  Inhabitants 

Churches.  in  1805.  for  each  Church. 

Springfield   13   22,035    1,640 

Worcester    13    30,055    2,312 

Roxbur^i    00    220,844    3,680 

Boston  ( 

Chelsea   7    14,403    2,057 

Charlestown  .   7    26,399    3,771 

Cambridge   14    29,212    2,071 

Lynn   10    20,747    1,886 

Lowell   13    30,990   2,384 

Salem   9    21,189    2,648 


146  415,874  2,850 

Note.  —  Besides  these  evangelical  churches,  there  are  in  these  ten  cities  41  Unitarian 
churches ;  there  are  also  about  18  Catholic  and  15  Universalist  churches.  In  Boston  and 
SRoxbury  there  are  24  Unitarian  churches  and  missions. 

In  these  ten  cities  there  is  one  evangelical  church  for  2,850  inhabitants. 
Now,  if  we  take  the  remaining  123  towns  in  our  Conference  territory  in 
which  we  have  churches,  we  shall  find  that  there  is  in  them  one  evangelical 
church  for  859  inhabitants.  But  we  have  before  found  that  the  towns  in 
which  we  do  not  have  churches  have  one  evangelical  church  for  800  inhabi- 
tants. The  chief  difference,  then,  is  not  in  the  towns  in  which  we  do  and  do 
not  exist,  for  they  are  about  equally  supplied  with  churches,  though  our 
churches  are  reckoned  in  the  one  and  not  in  the  other ;  but  the  difference  is 
between  the  cities  and  the  towns.  And  this  fact  is  in  consequence  of  the 
more  rapid  growth  of  the  cities. 

Taking  the  ten  cities,  and  comparing  their  population  in  1840  with  1865, 
and  the  towns  also  in  a  like  manner,  we  find ;  — 

Population  Population  Actual  ,  Relative 

in  1840.  in  1865.  increase.  increase. 

Ten  cities               188,482  415,674  227,192  120  per  cent. 

7:owns                   319,410  529,212  209,802  65  " 

The  cities  increased  fifty-five  per  cent  more  than  the  towns ;  and  their 
actual  increase  was  17,390  more. 

Now  these  ten  cities  embrace  44  pen  cent,  or  nearly  half,  of  the  popula- 
tion within  our  Conference  territory.  And  this  increase  of  the  cities  is  des- 
tined to  go  on.  In  the  year  1900,  probably  seventy-five  per  cent  of  the 
population  of  our  State  will  be  in  communities  of  ten  thousand  inhabitants 
and  upwards. 

We  invite  your  attention  to  several  suggestions,  by  way  of  improvement,  of 
the  foregoing  investigation :  — 

1.  It  is  very  plain  that  we  ought  to  increase  our  efforts  to  extend  our  work 
in  our  cities.  This  may  be  done  by  systematic  visitation,  by  mission  schools, 
or  by  increasing  our  congregations,  or  establishing  new  churches,  as  the 
peculiarities  of  each  locality  may  seem  to  demand.  Much  may  be  done  in  all 
these  ways.  We  have  hitherto  been  grossly  neglectful  of  home  missionary 
work  in  our  cities.  While  other  denominations  have  been  diligently  culti- 
vating this  field  in  Boston  for  many  years,  we  have  been  idle  until  quite 
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recently.  The  last  year  has  witnessed  very  commendable  efforts  in  this 
direction ;  and  it  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped  that  the  work  will  not  suffer  from 
being  taken  into  the  hands  of  each  individual  church,  as  is  now  proposed. 
Several  considerations  ought  to  stimulate  all  Christian  hearts  to  increased 
exertions  for  the  evangelization  of  our  cities.  While  the  number  of  inhabi- 
tants for  each  evangelical  church  in  the  towns  is  about  825,  in  the  cities  it  is 
2,850,  or  3£  times  greater.  Hence  the  cities  are  the  greatest  moral  wastes, 
with  the  greatest  moral  demands.  The  more  rapid  increase  of  the  popula- 
tion of  cities  enhances  this  demand,  and  makes  it  in  the  highest  degree  im- 
perative. We  should  not  forget  that  the  cities  are  the  centres  of  influence, 
"  As  goes  Paris,  so  goes  France."  As  the  cities  go,  so  the  rural  towns  will 
go,  sooner  or  later.  It  becomes  the  friends  of  Christ,  then,  in  our  cities,  to 
see  that  the  leaven  of  Christian  influence  loses  none  of  its  aggressive,  trans- 
forming power. 

2.  But,  because  so  much  importance  is  attached  to  our  work  in  the  cities, 
let  not,  therefore,  the  work  in  the  rural  towns  be  undervalued.  We  fear  that 
there  has  been  too  much  tendency  to  do  so,  and  that  our  annual  appropria- 
tions of  missionary  money  to  aid  the  feeble  societies  is  not  appreciated  by 
many.  Occasionally  we  hear  the  doubtful  policy  recommended,  to  abandon 
some  of  these  fields.  We  are  sometimes  asked,  "  Why  send  ministers  there 
to  be  sacrificed  ?  "  Without  attempting  to  say  all  that  can  be  said  by  way 
of  r<  ply,  there  is  one  point  which  should  be  made  prominent.  These  small 
country  churches  are  the  recruiting-stations  of  the  city  churches.  Young 
people  are  continually  coming  up ;  and,  outgrowing  the  business-opportunities 
of  the  country,  they  go  to  the  larger  villages  and  cities.  This  is  the  principal 
reason  why  the  country  towns  do  not  increase  in  population  more  rapidly, 
and  why  the  increase  is  so  much  greater  in  the  cities.  The  current  of  popu- 
lation is  away  from  the  one,  and  towards  the  other.  Hence  our  rural  churches 
are  often  feeble;  but  they  are  doing  an  important  work  in  behalf  of  the 
rising  youth,  whom  they  are  converting,  and  preparing  to  be  useful  members 
of  the  churches  of  our  larger  communities.  Go  through  the  churches  in  Bos- 
ton. Whence  came  the  pillars  of  those  churches  ?  But  few  were  reared  in 
Boston.  But  they  came  from  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  or  from 
such  towns  in  the  interior  of  our  commonwealth  as  Lunenburg,  Hubbardston, 
Needham,  Brookfield,  Blandford,  Williamsburg,  Marlborough,  Marblehead, 
and  the  shores  of  Cape  Cod.  Most  of  them  . were  converted  before  they  came 
to  Boston.  And  many  more  are  coming  everyday,  —  religious  young  men, 
strong  ant}  resolute,  with  temperate  habits,  not  enervated  by  luxury.  They 
are,  to  a  great  degree,  the  hope  of  the  cities.  And  we  must  foster  those 
churches  in  the  country.  The  city  churches  that  have  received  such  acces- 
sions from  them  owe  it  to  them  that  a  part  of  their  annual  missionary  contri- 
butions should  go  to  aid  those  feeble  societies. 

3.  But  great  discrimination  should  be  exercised  in  surveying  the  field  be- 
fore we  establish  new  societies,  lest  we  take  positions  where  our  churches 
must  always  necessarily  remain  feeble.  The  ground  which  is  already  fully 
occupied  by  other  evangelical  churches  does  not  call  for  our  labors.    It  is 
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true,  that,  in  some  instances,  the  presence  of  another  denomination  will  give  a 
healthful  impulse  to  the  old  and  staid  societies  ;  but  generally  the  advantage 
gained  is  small. 

4.  But  we  are  satisfied,  from  very  close  observation  of  the  field,  that  many 
of  our  feeble  societies  need  not  remain  so  long.  In  most  of  our  towns,  there 
is  a  large  number  of  non-worshippers  who  might  be  gathered  into  our  congre- 
gations and  churches  if  proper  efforts  were  made,  if  the  children  of  light 
were  as  sagacious  and  energetic  as  the  men  of  this  world.  Many  of  our  lay- 
men who  have  long  borne  the  burden  in  those  small  societies  have  undoubt- 
edly become  in  a  measure  discouraged ;  and  sometimes  the  preachers  that  have 
been  appointed  to  them  have  appeared  among  them  with  a  very  unbecoming 
spirit,  and  have  not  properly  taken  hold  of  their  work.  They  have  only  tar- 
ried during  the  year,  have  taken  no  pains  to  encourage  the  brethren,  but 
have  been  full  of  complaints  and  bitterness.  This  has  had  a  still  more  dis- 
heartening effect  on  these  societies.  Had  they  gone  to  their  work  in  the 
spirit  of  their  Master,  cheering  the  faint,  inspiring  hope  and  courage,  and 
drawing  into  their  congregations  those  who  habitually  neglect  God's  house, 
the  churches  would  have  been  built  up,  and  their  own  pecuniary  support 
would  have  been  more  ample. 

But  we  have  occasion  to  feel  that  there  is  too  little  of  the  aggressive  spirit 
in  many  of  our  ministry.  The  outlying  districts  and  villages  are  neglected. 
Too  many  of  our  ministers  contract  their  work  instead  of  enlarging  it. 
Some  are  sure  to  reduce  the  number  of  classes,  while  others  enlarge  and 
multiply  them.  Some  empty  the  pews  and  thin  out  the  prayer-meetings, 
while  others  fill  them.  Whence  the  difference  ?  Is  it  in  the  pulpit  talent  ? 
Nay,  verily.  Long  observation  has  convinced  us  that  men  with  only  average 
pulpit  talent,  if  good  pastors,  looking  after  all  the  people,  with  a  kind  word 
for  every  one,  and  holding  occasional  services  in  out-districts,  are  the  mos* 
likely  to  have  large  congregations. 

We  fear  that  we  are  prone  to  forget  the  injunction  to  preach  the  gospel 
"  to  every  creature."  We  forget  the  command,  "  Go  ye;"  and  wait  for  the 
people  to  come  to  us  to  hear  our  rounded  periods  and  glittering  imagery.  We 
forget  that  we  have  an  urgent  message  to  dying  men,  and  neglect  to  go  after 
them. 

And  besides,  we  fear  that  the  feeling  is  developing  in  some  minds  that 
there  is  only  one  direction  in  which  they  can  move  ;  viz.,  upwards,  — -into  the 
better  appointments.  Some  who  have  long  toiled  in  these  smaller  appoint- 
ments feel  it  deeply.  Others  are  patient  and  cheerful.  Some  have  never 
been  permitted  to  try  better  positions,  and  some  have  never  yet  had  the  privi- 
lege of  preaching  the  gospel  to  the  poor.  They  do  not  seem  to  even  mistrust 
that  it  is  their  calling.  If  some  brethren  who  have  been  accustomed  to  better 
positions,  and  the  broader  views  and  culture  which  their  larger  fields  have 
developed,  could  be  occasionally  sent  to  serve  some  of  these  feebler  societies, 
they  would  undoubtedly  draw  new  elements  into  the  congregations,  extend 
the  influence  of  the  church  in  the  town,  and  suggest  many  new  measures  and 
expedients,  which  would  give  a  new  impulse  to  the  cause.    The  feeble  socie- 
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ties  would  thus  be  raised  out  of  their  old  ruts,  and  move  on  with  new  life  and 
promise. 

We  know  there  are  difficulties  attending  such  a  distribution  of  talent,  and 
that  something  can  be  said  on  both  sides  of  the  question.  And  yet  we  believe, 
that,  without  any  rash  or  sweeping  action,  by  a  proper  presentation  of  the 
subject  by  the  presiding  elders  to  the  preachers,  in  personal  conversation, 
some  could  be  found  every  year  who  would  consent  to  go  and  serve  the  cause 
in  the  feebler  societies,  and  labor  to  build  them  up.  And  we  believe  that 
there  are  some  of  our  stronger  churches  who  would  consent  to  receive  as  their 
pastors  some  who  have  hitherto  been  kept  in  inferior  positions.  We  have  no 
doubt  that  the  spirit  of  loyalty  and  the  virtue  which  has  hitherto  fostered  and 
sustained  our  itinerant  polity,  still,  to  a  great  degree,  abides.  Thus  shall  we 
build  up  our  common  cause,  and  demonstrate  in  practice  a  great  principle  of 
Methodism,  —  the  connectional  unity  of  all  our  societies  in  one  Church. 


CONFERENCE  BOUNDARIES. 

Our  early  Conferences,  sparsely  populated,  and  often  extending  over  parts, 
or  the  whole,  of  several  States,  were  bounded  with  little  reference  to  State 
lines.  At  that  period,  this  method  was  perhaps  a  convenience,  if  not  a 
necessity ;  but  as  our  ecclesiastical  population  became  more  dense,  and  the 
boundaries  of  the  Conferences  were  narrowed,  they  should  have  been  con- 
formed to  those  of  the  States.  The  neglect,  in  many  cases,  to  do  this  has  left 
some  of  our  Conferences  with  exceedingly  infelicitous  and  awkward  bound- 
aries. In  our  own  case,  five  Conferences  extend  into  the  territory  of  the 
little  State  of  Massachusetts.  By  this  arrangement  it  is  found  to  be  quite 
inconvenient,  not  only  to  obtain  the  statistics  of  Methodism  within  the  bounds 
of  the  Commonwealth,  but  also  to  station  the  preachers  without  constantly 
transferring  them  from  one  State  to  another. 

That  these  Conference  lines  ought  to  be  changed,  and  to  be  conformed  to 
those  of  the  State  so  far  as  practicable,  your  Committee  are  fully  convinced. 
All  the  churches  of  our  denomination  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  should 
be  arranged  into  two  or  three  Conferences.  Not  doubting  that  this  result 
will  be  ultimately  reached,  we  yet  find  almost  insuperable  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  its  present  accomplishment. 

The  churches  and  preachers  in  several  sections  of  the  State  have  formed 
attachments  to  the  different  ecclesiastical  bodies  to  which  they  belong,  which 
may  not  be  rudely  sundered  by  placing  them  in  different  relations.  The 
change,  if  effected,  may  not  be  made  arbitrarily,  or  without  some  reference  to 
the  feelings  and  wishes  of  the  parties  concerned.  Whether  they  would  all 
acquiesce  in  such  an  arrangement  is  matter  of  grave  doubt. 

On  the  other  hand,  supposing  this  arrangement  to  be  adopted,  we  shall 
find  difficulty  in  dividing  the  Massachusetts  Conferences.  If  divided  by  a 
north  and  south  line,  extending  from  Rhode  Island  to  Lowell,  into  an  east 
and  west  Conference,  the  latter,  though  much  the  larger  in  territory,  would  be 
greatly  the  smaller  in  population.    The  east  Conference  would  not  only  be 
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the  larger  at  first,  but  promises  to  increase  in  population  ten-fold  more  rapidly 
than  the  west.  Again :  the  west  Conference  would  lie  entirely  inland, 
embracing  a  manufacturing  and  sparse  agricultural  population,  —  facts  which 
would  tend  to  deplete  the  Conference  of  its  best  members,  since  our 
preachers  find  a  breathing-place  at  the  sea,  occasionally,  indispensable  to  their 
health.  Some  of  them  suffer  excessively,  in  the  country,  from  heart  disease, 
in  a  term  of  two  or  three  years,  and  find  relief  only  in  a  removal  to  the  sea- 
side :  to  shut  them  up  permanently  in  Western  Massachusetts  would  no  doubt 
prove  fatal. 

But,  if  the  State  be  divided  by  an  east  and  west  line  on  the  Western 
Railroad  making  a  north  and  south  Conference,  we  shall  be  obliged  either 
to  divide  Boston,  which  would  prove  extremely  inconvenient,  or  to  throw 
the  city  and  her  suburbs  of  several  hundred  thousands  of  population  on  the 
one  side,  which  would  give  that  side  a  vast  preponderance  in  numbers  and 
strength. 

Another  plan  proposes  to  embrace  Rhode  Island  with  Massachusetts,  and 
then  divide  the  whole  into  three  Conferences ;  viz.,  a  western  and  two 
eastern  ones.  This  plan,  while  presenting  some  good  features,  is  nevertheless 
embarrassed  by  all  the  difficulties  of  both  the  others.  We  should  have  an 
unfortunate  west  Conference,  and  two  eastern  ones  with  the  old  trouble 
about  Boston,  — so  great  a  difficulty  that  we  do  not  know  how  to  dispose  of  it. 

In  view  of  these  difficulties  in  the  way  of  adjusting  our  boundaries,  your 
Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  time  for  their  readjustment  has  not  yet 
arrived,  and  would  accordingly  recommend  that  they  remain  as  at  present, 
with  the  exception  that  we  recommend  that  our  north  boundary  be  the  State 
line  instead  of  the  Merrimac  River,  —  provided  the  ensuing  General  Con- 
ference judges  it  best  to  order  this  change. 


TEMPERANCE. 

In  the  opinion  of  your  committee  the  present  status  of  the  Temperance 
cause  in  our  Commonwealth  is  such  as  to  call  for  renewed  activity  on  the 
part  of  its  friends. 

That  the  New-England  Conference  has  been  among  the  first  and  foremost 
in  this  great  moral  reform  during  its  agitation  for  the  last  thirty  years,  the 
facts  of  history,  and  the  records  of  the  Conference,  abundantly  testify. 

The  struggle  between  avarice  and  appetite  on  the  one  hand,  and  truth  and 
temperance  upon  the  other,  has  been  long  and  severe  ;  but,  notwithstanding 
the  temporary  reverses  we  have  met  with  from  time  to  time,  the  cause  on  the 
whole  has  been  steadily  advancing,  until  it  has  gained  an  important  position 
in  the  public  mind,  and  is  now  exerting  a  most  salutary  influence  upon  the 
lives  and  habits  of  multitudes  of  our  fellow-men. 

A  brief  history  of  the  temperance  reform  in  Massachusetts  may  not  be  out 
of  place  in  this  connection.  As  early  as  1811,  "  God  put  it  into  the  hearts 
of  a  few  good  men  to  attempt  some  remedy  for  the  increasing  evils  of  intem- 
perance." This  resulted  in  the  formation  of  "  The  Massachusetts  Society  for 
the  Suppression  of  Intemperance." 
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In  1826,  "The  American  Temperance  Society"  was  formed  in  Boston, 
strongly  and  steadfastly  maintaining  that  entire  abstinence  from  ardent  spirits 
is  the  only  sure  preventive  of  intemperance,  and  that  the  manufacture  and 
sale  of  ardent  spirits  as  a  beverage  is  a  sin  both  against  God  and  man,  and 
ought  to  be  suppressed.  Under  the  influence  of  the  discussion,  which  en- 
sued from  this  high-toned  position,  nearly  or  all  of  the  better  class 
abandoned  it  from  principle.  In  the  winter  of  1838,  a  strong  effort  was 
made  in  the  Legislature  to  obtain  a  law  prohibiting  the  retailing  of  ardent 
spirits,  which  resulted  in  the  passage  of  the  law  prohibiting  the  sale  in  a  less 
quantity  than  fifteen  gallons.  This  law  was  repealed  by  the  next  Legislature. 
In  this  evil  work,  the  enemies  of  our  cause  were  greatly  aided  by  Hon. 
Marcus  Morton  of  Taunton,  who  was  one  of  the  original  founders  of  the 
American  Temperance  Society,  and  its  president  for  a  number  of  years. 
Mr.  Morton,  as  a  reward  for  his  course,  was  elected  by  a  powerful  and  well- 
organized  force  of  the  wealthy  and  influential  dealers,  aided  by  the  lovers  of 
strong  drink,  as  Governor  of  Massachusetts.  Next  followed  the  Washing- 
tonian  movement,  which,  under  the  leadership  of  such  men  as  Mitchell, 
Hawkins,  and  others,  swept  like  a  mighty  tornado  over  the  land,  especially 
through  Massachusetts. 

For  the  next  few  years  the  discussion  of  the  license  question  occupied  to 
a  large  extent  the  attention  of  the  friends  of  temperance,  until  it  resulted  in 
the  settled  conviction,  that,  while  the  traffic  was  a  proper  subject  of  legisla- 
tive restriction,  license  laws  are  founded  upon  a  most  mischievous  error ;  viz., 
that  intoxicating  liquors,  if  properly  used,  are  a  good  and  wholesome  drink, 
—  whereas,  it  has  been  thoroughly  demonstrated,  that  their  use  as  a  beverage  is 
evil,  only  evil,  and  that  continually ;  and  that  the  sale  of  them  for  this 
purpose,  whether  licensed  or  otherwise,  is  a  sin  against  God ;  and  that  no 
legislation  can  make  that  right  which  he  has  declared  to  be  wrong.  Hence 
in  1852,  the  prohibitory  law,  after  being  petitioned  for  by  75,000  legal  voters 
and  125,000  women  and  minors,  was  enacted,  and  soon  demonstrated  its 
excellence  by  the  beneficent  effects  it  developed.  Amid  the  great  opposition 
which  this  law  produced,  a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Massachusetts 
pronounced  it  unconstitutional  in  some  particulars.  Nothing  daunted,  how- 
ever, by  this  temporary  defeat,  the  friends  of  the  cause  came  at  once  to  the 
rescue.  One  of  the  best  constitutional  lawyers  of  the  State  was  employed 
by  the  State  Temperance  Committee  to  draft  a  new  bill,  with  the  view  of 
avoiding  all  technical  difficulties  ;  and,  in  this  perfected  state,  the  bill  was  pre- 
sented to  a  joint  committee  of  the  Legislature  of  1855,  on  the  subject  of 
temperance,  and  was  by  them  accepted  and  presented  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  ;  which  body,  after  some  slight  verbal  emendations,  passed  the 
bill  by  a  very  large  vote,  and  it  passed  in  the  Senate  unanimously,  without 
amendment.  For  twelve  years,  the  law  has  remained  upon  the  Statute 
Book,  a  terror  to  evil  doers,  being  enforced  with  more  or  less  success,  until  the 
present. 

That  it  would  have  been  much  more  generally  enforced  is  clearly  evident 
but  for  the  fact  that  Boston  has  from  the  start  done  what  she  could  to  make 
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the  law  a  nullity.  The  municipal  authorities  have  not  only  neglected,  but 
refused,  to  instruct  the  police  to  prosecute  the  violators  of  the  liquor  law. 
They  have  kept  her  jury-box  so  well  filled  with  the  names  of  those  engaged 
in  the  illegal  traffic  that  there  has  not  been,  it  is  said,  a  jury  empaneled 
in  the  County  of  Suffolk  for  years  that  has  not  had  at  least  one  upon  the 
list  who  was  himself  engaged  in  violating  the  laws.  Of  course,  to  obtain 
convictions  under  such  circumstances  was  impossible.  This  state  of  things 
induced  the  friends  of  temperance  to  ask  for  further  legislation  upon  th^ 
subject,  which  resulted  in  the  passage  of  the  constabulary  bill,  and  also  in 
the  jury  bill,  so  called,  the  last  of  which  forbade  any  one  the  right  to  sit  upon 
a  jury  when  engaged  in  any  business  made  criminal  by  the  laws  of  the 
Commonwealth.  Objections  taken  to  the  constitutionality  of  the  prohibitory 
law  were  carried  up  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  and  also  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  were  being  overruled  in  favor  of 
the  law,  and  nothing  but  impending  judgment  was  hanging  over  the  heads 
of  the  guilty,  when  a  new  course  of  tactics  was  adopted  by  our  enemies. 
Ex-Governor  Andrew  was  employed  at  great  expense  to  appear  before  a 
legislative  committee,  for  the  purpose  of  influencing  the  General  Court  to 
substitute  a  license  for  a  prohibitory  law. 

Failing  to  carry  their  point  with  the  Legislature  of  1867,  a  new  plan  was 
adopted,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  House  and  Senate  who  should  go  for 
the  repeal  of  our  excellent  prohibitory  law,  by  the  liquor  dealers  and  their 
friends,  which  was  only  too  successful.  Of  the  various  causes  which  con- 
tributed to  this  sad  result,  we  need  not  speak  particularly.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
that,  to  a  large  extent,  it  was  a  combination  of  the  worst  elements  of  society, 
led  on  by  a  few  low  but  cunning  politicians,  who  are  always  in  the  market, 
and,  like  Macawber,  "  waiting  for  something  to  turn  up."  They  were  also 
joined  by  a  few  honest  but  misguided  men,  who  were  doubtless  sincere  in 
their  opposition  to  the  law.  To  your  Committee,  however,  the  idea  is  truly 
amazing,  that,  in  the  light  of  the  nineteenth  century,  professed  Christian 
men,  and  especially  ministers  of  the  gospel  of  peace,  could  lend  their  influence 
and  votes  to  such  a  party,  for  the  purpose  of  breaking  down  this  excellent 
law,  the  beneficent  effects  of  which,  for  the  last  eight  months  previous  to 
the  late  November  election,  were  seen  on  every  hand.  We  believe  a  license 
law  to  be  wrong,  both  in  principle  and  practice.  It  is  either  right,  or  wrong, 
to  sell  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage.  If  it  is  right,  why  limit  or  restrict 
the  sale  at  all  ?  If  it  be  ivrong,  why  license  men  to  do  wrong  ?  Moreover, 
Massachusetts  has  tried  a  license  law  for  more  than  two  hundred  years,  which 
utterly  failed  in  every  particular  to  promote  the  cause  of  temperance.  We 
argue  both  the  right  and  duty  of  the  State  to  pass  and  enforce  a  prohibitory 
liquor  law,  from  the  design  of  civil  government,  which  is,  clearly,  to  promote 
the  general  welfare,  involving  the  right  to  suppress  vice  and  immoralitv. 
This  includes  rum-selling,  which  is  the  cause  of  more  vice  than  all  other 
causes  put  together. 

These,  with  various  other  reasons  which  might  be  mentioned,  but  cannot 
be  embraced  in  this  report,  lead  us  to  stand  firmly  upon  the  side  of  prohibi- 
tory law.    In  conclusion  we  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  resolutions:  — 


46 


0 

Resolved,  1.  That  we  view  with  alarm  the  increase  in  the  liquor  traffic, 
and  the  consequent  increase  of  intemperance  and  crime  in  our  Common- 
wealth, since  the  late  November  election. 

Resolved,  2.  That  we  affirm  more  emphatically  than  ever,  that  "  prohibi- 
tion "  is  Scriptural,  constitutional,  and  sensible ;  and  that  we  will  in  all 
manly  and  Christian  ways  "fight  it  out  on  this  line,"  until  the  Commonwealth 
is  redeemed  by  it. 

Resolved,  3.  That  we  cannot  vote  for,  or  refrain  from  protesting  against 
«the  action  of  our  people  should  they  vote  for,  any  license  system  which  will 
legalize  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage,  as  we  consider  such 
action  a  violation  of  the  command,  "  Be  ye  not  partakers  of  other  men's  sins." 

Resolved,  4.  That  the  thanks  of  this  Conference  are  due,  and  are  hereby 
tendered,  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  Hon.  Alexander  H.  Bullock,  for 
his  veto  of  the  bill  to  repeal  the  State  constabulary,  thereby  saving  to  the 
State  a  most  efficient  class  of  officers  for  the  enforcement  of  criminal  law, 
and  administering  to  the  Legislature  a  just  rebuke,  who,  in  their  hot  haste  to 
screen  the  violators  of  the  liquor  law  from  justice,  passed  the  bill  above 
referred  to. 

Resolved,  5.  That  we  approve  of  the  holding  of  a  National  Temperance 
Convention,  in  the  City  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  on  the  29th  of  July,  1868  ;  and 
that  we  recommend  the  appointment  of  the  following  brethren  as  delegates 
to  represent  us  in  the  said  Convention  ;  viz  :  C.  L.  McCurdy,  Daniel  E. 
Chapin,  Daniel  Dorchester,  1.  J.  P.  Collyer,  J.  L.  Hanaford,  E.  A.  Manning, 
J.  O.  Knowles. 


BENEVOLENT  OPERATIONS. 

There  are  few  fruits  of  the  Christian  religion  requiring  more  careful  culture 
for  their  symmetrical  development  than  that  of  Christian  benevolence. 

That  this  may  become  so,  it  is  needful  that  it  shall  be  intelligent  and  sys- 
tematic. 

And  to  this  the  attention  of  the  people  should  be  wisely  directed  by  the 
preaching  and  practice  of  the  pulpit. 

Turning  from  her  Centenary  altars,  to  which  she  has  brought  her  grateful 
offerings  of  millions  (a  larger  gift  than  has  been  presented  by  any  church,  at 
one  time,  since  the  days  of  Solomon),  to  the  enlarged  and  ever  enlarging  field 
of  her  charitable  operations,  the  Methodist-Episcopal  Church,  amid  her 
increasing  wealth  and  multiplied  numbers,  should  take  up  with  a  strong  hand, 
a  willing  heart,  and  progressive  spirit,  the  many  and  munificent  benefactions 
required  of  her,  —  ever  remembering  that  "  the  liberal  soul  shall  be  made  fat," 
and  "  that  the  liberal  deviseth  liberal  things,  and  by  liberal  things  shall  he 
stand  ;  "  for  he  that  "  lendeth  unto  the  Lord,  that  which  he  hath  given  will 
God  repay  him  again."    Therefore  — 

Resolved,  That  each  preacher  in  charge  of  a  church  is  requested,  and  is 
hereby  required,  to  present  to  his  people,  and  allow  contributions  to  be  made 
to,  all  the  collections  ordered  by  the  General  and  Annual  Conference,  at  such 
time  as  in  his  judgment  shall  seem  best  adapted  to  their  circumstances. 


MAINTENANCE  OF  PUBLIC  WORSHIP. 

We  find  there  is  more  attention  given  to  the  subject  of  late  than  formerly, 
owing  doubtless  to  the  reports  which  have  been  made  upon  the  matter  since 
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I860,  —  at  which  time  a  general  plan  for  raising  money  was  recommended, 
differing  from  any  in  general  use,  and  which  has  been  adopted  in  many  places 
to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

We  are  unanimous  in  re-affirming  the  sentiments  and  features  which  have 
been  set  forth  in  the  reports  of  1860-67,  and  especially  urge  their  adoption 
in  all  churches  where  no  other  plan  has  been  successful.  We  are  confident, 
if  this  plan  is  adopted  and  adhered  to,  it  will  accomplish  the  much-desired 
object  of  supporting  the  minister,  and  defraying  the  incidental  expenses  of  the 
church,  without  the  delay  and  anxiety  which  frequently  occurs. 

For  the  information  and  benefit  of  all  who  have  not  seen,  or  have  not  acted 
upon,  the  plan  referred  to,  we  append  the  report  of  1863,  and  also  a  specimen 
"  circular,"  which  may  be  modified  to  adapt  it  to  any  peculiarities  which  may 
exist  in  certain  churches  :  — 

FINANCIAL  PLAN. 

1.  As  early  in  the  Conference  year  as  is  practicable,  let  the  Stewards  as- 
certain the  probable  amount  of  the  current  expenses  ibr  the  year,  and  also 
what  part  of  this  sum  must  be  raised  by  voluntary  contributions. 

2.  This  sum  (increased  by  an  amount  sufficient,  in  their  judgment,  to  meet 
all  losses  arising  from  death,  removals,  non-payments,  and  other  causes)  shall 
be  apportioned  by  a  committee,  appointed  at  a  meeting  of  all  the  male  mem- 
bers of  the  church  and  congregation,  duly  notified  for  that  purpose,  on  the 
members  of  the  church,  and  on  such  of  the  congregation  as  may  assent, 
according  to  their  several  ability. 

3.  This  Committee  shall  consist  of  the  Stewards,  Leaders,  and  three  or  four 
persons  selected  from  each  class  by  the  class  of  which  they  are  members  ;  or, 
it  may  embrace  a  large  proportion  of  the  male  members  of  the  church  and 
congregation,  always  being  careful  to  put  on  the  committee  all  persons  who 
have  been  delinquent  in  contributing,  or  deficient  in  the  amount  contributed. 

4.  The  preliminary  arrangements  having  reference  to  the  appointment  of 
this  committee,  and  its  first  meeting  in  each  year,  shall  be  made  by  the  Board 
of  Stewards  and  Leaders. 

5.  The  committee,  having  been  assembled  and  organized,  may  appoint  a 
sub-committee  to  make  the  apportionment ;  but  the  action  of  this  sub-com- 
mittee shall  be  reported  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the  general  committee,  and 
be  subject  to  their  revision. 

6.  I)ue  notice  shall  be  given  to  all  persons  apportioned  of  the  amount 
apportioned  to  them,  by  means  of  letters  prepared  tor  that  purpose,  enclosing 
small  envelopes  for  their  payments ;  and  they  shall  be  requested  to  make 
quarterly  payments  in  advance. 

7.  A  quarterly  collection  shall  be  made  on  the  second  Sabbath  in  each 
quarter,  notice  having  been  given  the  previous  Sabbath,  and  all  persons 
making  payments  shall  place  the  sum  by  them  paid  (enclosed  in  an  envelope 
on  which  their  names  shall  be  written)  in  the  baskets,  or  boxes,  as  they  are 
passed  through  the  church. 

8.  The  Treasurer  of  the  Stewards  shall  credit  the  sums  thus  paid  to  the 
persons  making  payment,  in  a  book  properly  prepared  for  that  purpose. 

9.  The  Treasurer  shall  be  allowed  ten  per  cent  for  collecting  all  sums  not 
paid  to  him  without  solicitation  ;  and  shall  use  his  best  efforts  to  collect  all 
sums  due  at  the  commencement  of  each  quarter,  before  its  close.  He  shall 
be  at  liberty  to  employ  suitable  persons  to  assist  him,  but  shall  make  no  charge 
for  their  services  beyond  the  amount  above  named. 

10.  At  the  last  general  class-meeting  in  the  financial  year,  or  at  a  special 
meeting  of  the  church,  the  Treasurer  shall  report  the  amount  received,  and 
also  the  various  expenses  incurred  during  the  year. 
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11.  Sometime  in  the  first  week  of  each  quarter,  the  Treasurer  shall  ascer- 
tain from  the  pastor  all  changes  which  may  have  occurred  during  the  preced- 
ing quarter  in  the  list  of  members,  and  make  the  corresponding  corrections 
on  his  books.  At  the  next  Board  meeting  he  shall  report  the  names  of  all 
who  have  during  that  period  become  connected  with  the  church,  that  an 
apportionment  of  expenses  may  be  made  to  them ;  and  shall  notify  them  of 
the  amount  thus  apportioned  to  them. 

SPECIMEN  CIRCULAR. 

The  Stewards  and  Finance  Committee  of  the  M.  E.  Church  respectfully  call 

your  attention  to  the  subject  of  raising  money  for  the  Current  Expenses  for  the  ensuing 
year.  These  expenses  are  as  follows  :  Preacher's  salary,  $  .  Sexton's  salary,  $ 
Music,  SB  .  Presiding  Elder's  salary,  $  .  Fuel,  Lights,  &c,  $  .  Total,  $ 
This  sum  is  raised  by  apportionment ;  and  you  are  requested  to  aid  in  this  matter  by  pay- 
ing monthly,  on  the  second  Sabbath  of  each  month,  the  sum  of  $  (that  sum  having 
been  agreed  upon  by  the  Finance  Committee),  by  enclosing  the  amount  in  an  envelope,  and 
writing  your  name,  together  with  the  amount  enclosed  and  the  month  for  which  payment 
is  made,  upon  the  outside,  and  r  ut  them  in  the  boxes  as  they  pass. 

Your  whole  apportionment  for  the  year  is  $  .   Monthly  amount,  $ 

P.S.  —  In  order  to  meet  the  above  amount  promptly,  it  is  very  necessary  that  you  should 
do  all  you  can,  and  do  it  at  the  time  named,  it  will  be  much  easier  for  you  to  pay  in  small 
sums  monthly  than  to  defer  the  payment  for  months,  or  to  the  end  of  the  year,  which  delay 
causes  mucli  embarrassment  and  anxiety,  and  sometimes  the  necessity  of  making  extra 
calls  on  those  who  have  already  done  their  full  share. 

However  small  or  large  the  sum  you  give,  it  is  doubly  valuable  when  given  at  the  right 
time,  —  either  monthly  or  quarterly,  in  advance. 

If  any  are  aggrieved  by  this  apportionment,  they  will  please  communicate  at  once  with 
•some  member  of  the  Committee. 

It  may  be  necessary  to  state,  that  nothing  is  derived  from  rent  of  pews  for  the  above 
expenses. 

By  order  of  the  Finance  Committee, 

Treasurer. 

The  Committee  were  furnished,  by  the  kindness  of  Rev.  Brother  Dorches- 
ter, with  very  elaborate  statistics  on  the  subject  of  Salaries  of  the  Preachers 
of  the  New-England  Conference,  —  which  we  hereto  annex.  They  show  a 
gratifying  increase  since  1850,  and  especially  since  1864  ;  which  we  hope  may 
be  still  more  increased  until  every  Methodist  minister  in  the  regular  work  shall 
be  fully  sustained  in  all  that  is  needful  for  his  pecuniary  support,  that,  without 
fear  or  apprehension,  he  may  be  left  to  his  more  appropriate  work  of  saving 
the  souls  of  men. 


TABLE  OF  THE  SALARIES  OF  THE  PREACHERS  IN  THE  NEW-ENGLAND 
CONFERENCE,  1850  TO   1867  INCLUSIVE. 
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A  TABLE  OF  THE  AVERAGE  SALARIES  OF  THE  PREACHERS  OF  THE 
N.   K.  CONFERENCE,  FROM  1855  TO   1867  INCLUSIVE. 
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Boston 
District. 
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District. 

Worcester 
District. 

Springfield 
District. 

Conference. 
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72:  i  93 

044  96 

4T0  99 
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.     939  01 

PREACHERS'  AID  SOCIETY. 

■ 

Your  Committee  gratefully  recognize  the  good  providence  of  God  in  the 
very  general  health  of  our  preachers,  and  the  continued  prosperity  of  this 
important  interest  of  our  Church.  The  limited  salaries  of  very  many  of  our 
preachers,  the  weakness  of  local  ties  our  itineracy  necessitates,  the  general 
character  of  our  system,  requiring  of  every  faithful  itinerant  entire  devotion 
to  his  work,  no  less  than  the  increased  expenses  of  living,  make  our  society 
one  of  vital  importance. 

The  practical  utility  of  the  society  is  far  greater  than  its  statistics  would 
show.  By  disbursing  small  sums  among  so  many  needy  families,  it  relieves 
the  necessities  and  sufferings  which  otherwise  might  be  extreme ;  for  few 
of  our  preachers  have  been  blessed,  either  before  or  after  assuming  the  duties 
of  the  pastoral  office,  with  much  of  this  world's  goods,  and,  having  become 
worn  out  in  the  work  of  the  itinerancy,  they  are  incapacitated  to  earn  a  live- 
lihood by  other  means.  Nor  should  the  Church  require  it.  If  a  servant  is 
entitled  to  care  in  sickness,  and  through  the  infirmities  of  age,  by  virtue  of 
his  fidelity  in  the  vigor  of  his  days,  how  much  more  the  obligation  to  care  in 
these  extremities  for  these  servants  of  the  Church  whose  ministry  was  not  to 
the  bodies,  but  the  souls,  of  their  fellow-men  ! 

In  fulfilling  this  obligation,  the  Church  is  greatly  blessed  in  return.  Be- 
sides the  discharge  of  duty  and  alleviation  of  distress,  which  is  always  bless- 
ing to  the  giver,  the  closer  bond  of  sympathy  between  pastors  and  people, 
the  consciousness  of  increased  responsibilities,  a  more  efficient  and  better 
appreciated  ministry,  are  indications  of  blessing  peculiarly  great. 

It  is  but  natural  that  an  increased  interest  in  this  cause  should  arise  as  its 
practical  value  becomes  annually  more  apparent.  The  fact  that  the  disburse- 
ments of  the  society  have  increased  from  $2,950  in  1860  to  $6,206  in  1866, 
is  evidence  sufficient  of  this  increase.  And,  although  the  amount  asked  of 
the  churches  has  increased  during  that  time  from  $4,000  to  $6,000,  yet  the 
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deficiency  of  forty-one  per  cent  in  1860  has  been  reduced  to  eleven  per  cent 
in  1866.  The  number  of  churches  not  taking  collections  in  1860  was  forty- 
three,  of  whom  eight  apparently  could  not  plead  poverty  as  cause.  In  1866 
the  number  is  reduced  to  thirty-two,  eleven  of  which  pay  a  comfortable  sal- 
ary. Although  the  larger  part  of  the  churches  omitting  the*  collection  are 
among  our  weakest  societies,  yet  we  cannot  withhold  the  opinion  that  a  col- 
lection for  this  cause,  at  least,  would  prove  a  great  blessing  to  every  charge 
in  the  Conference. 

That  the  cause  is  of  vital  interest  among  our  people,  is  abundantly  mani- 
fest by  the  ready  and  hearty  responses  it  elicits.  To  no  object  do  they  con- 
tribute more  cheerfully ;  and  we  believe  we  have  only  to  ask  it,  and  show  its 
need,  to  secure  any  necessary  amount.  We  greatly  fear  that  deficiencies  are 
too.  often  attributed  to  lack  of  proper  interest  in  this  cause  by  the  pastors 
themselves. 

The  increased  calls,  resources,  and  interest  in  our  work,  have  led  the  so- 
cieties to  demand  greater  care  in  distribution.  This  induced  the  Conference 
of  1865  to  adopt  resolutions,  making  it  obligatory  upon  every  pastor  in  whose 
charge  an  applicant  resided  to  send  an  accurate  account  of  the  circumstan- 
ces of  such  person  to  the  Preachers'  Aid  Committee,  and  every  recipient  not 
so  residing  should  send  to  the  committee  at  Conference  a  similar  report.  By 
this  means,  it  is  believed  that  greater  justice  could  be  done  to  all  recipients, 
and  the  people,  apprized  of  this  care  in  management,  would  respond  with 
even  greater  liberality.  The  result  has  demonstrated  the  wisdom  of  the 
course.  The  receipts  for  the  year  following  the  passage  of  the  resolutions 
were  $911  in  advance  of  the  previous  year. 

The  Preachers'  Aid  Committee,  a  body  of  preachers  appointed  by  the 
Conference,  receive  all  applications  and  make  all  recommendations,  but  can- 
not appropriate  one  dollar.  The  managers  of  the  Preachers'  Aid  Society, 
all  laymen,  make  all  the  appropriations,  but  nope  without  recommendation 
of  the  Committee. 

An  enlargement  of  this  work  is  greatly  needed.  The  number  receiving 
aid  in  1860  was  twenty-nine,  averaging  $102  each.  In  1866,  forty-three  re- 
ceived its  funds,  averaging  $144  each;  making  an  increase  of  forty-eight  per 
cent  of  recipients,  and  but  $42  average  appropriation.  More  than  fifty  per 
cent  of  the  recipients  are  widows  and  orphans.  Now,  reckoning  the  increased 
cost  of  living  at  100  per  cent  at  the  latter  date,  we.  readily  perceive  that  the 
society  makes  poorer  provision  for  our  superannuated  preachers  and  wid- 
ows than  it  then  did  by  fifty-nine  per  cent.  Considering,  too,  that  the  aver- 
age salaries  of  the  effective  preachers  have  increased  in  the  same  time  from 
$623  to  $938,  it  will  appear  that  while  the  superannuated  averaged  an  in- 
crease of  but  $42,  each  effective  man  has  averaged  $315  increase.  Now, 
this  disparity,  however  favorably  it  compares  with  other  Conferences,  consid- 
ering that  the  effective  preachers  average  more  than  six  times  the  receipts 
of  the  superannuated  and  widows,  that  these  are  often  incapable  of  earning 
any  thing  for  themselves,  and  often  have  no  other  means  of  support,  is  all  the 
more  unjust  and  afflictive.  With  our  furnished  parsonages,  the  perquisites  of 
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office,  and  physical  health,  of  our  effective  men,  such  a  disparity  against  our 
sick,  Aged,  and  widows,  ought  not  to  be  suffered  to  continue. 

We  have  heretofore  asked  for  less  than  half  what  we  knew  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  this  cause ;  and,  by  this  means,  both  preachers  and  people  have 
been  deceived  as  to  the  condition  of  these  families  we  would  not  see  suffer, 
and  have  abundant  means  to  prevent  it.  And  we  firmly  believe,  that  if  we 
ask  what  we  need  of  our  churches  who  have  contributed  so  freely  and  nobly 
hitherto,  some  of  them  even  to  an  excess  of  fifty  per  cent  on  their  apportion- 
ment, the  response  would  ring  in  our  ears  from  every  quarter  of  our  work, 
"  Ask  it,  and  we  will  not  fail."  Our  people  love  their  ministers ;  and  the 
time  rapidly  hastens  when  the  faithful  war-worn  soldiers  of  the  cross,  halt- 
ing an  hour  after  the  smoke  of  battle  has  died  away,  shall  enjoy  the  liberal 
pensions  of  a  grateful  Church,  whose  munificence  grows  from  the  spoils  they 
won,  speaks  the  appreciation  of  their  Christian  valor,  and  showers  upon  them 
the  comforts  of  earth  while  they  wait  the  call  to  the  triumphs  of  heaven. 

Your  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions  :  — 

Resolved,  1.  That  we  recognize  with  deep  gratitude  to  Almighty  God 
the  increasing  usefulness  of  the  Preachers'  Aid  Society,  and  especially  the 
great  interest  and  efforts  of  our  people  in  its  work  and  efficiency. 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  increased  numbers  of  enfeebled,  and  of  widows  and 
orphans  among  us,  together  with  the  increased  expenses  of  living,  require 
additional  efforts  for  their  .comfortable  support ;  and  we  commend  their  neces- 
sities to  the  aid  of  the  churches*,  whose  liberality  has  proved  of  such  inestima- 
ble blessing  in  the  past,  and  is  solicited  largely  for  the  future. 

Resolved,  3.  That  every  pastor  be  requested  to  preach  on  this  subject  dur- 
the  year,  and,  without  fail,  solicit  contributions  to  its  funds ;  and,  should  he 
fail  to  seek  such  contributions,  he  shall  be  regarded  derelict  in  duty,  unkind 
to  our  sick,  aged,  widows,  and  orphans,  and  unjust  to  himself  and  his  family. 

Re§olved,  4.  That  every  effective  preacher  is  expected  to  pay  at  least 
one  dollar  annually  to  the  funds  of  the  Society,  which  sum  may  be  credited 
to  his  charge  in  the  reports. 

Resolved,  5.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Committee  of  Recommendation,  to- 
gether with  the  President  of  the  Society,  be  requested  to  communicate  with 
the  pastor  of  each -church  neglecting  the  past  year  to  take  a  collection  for 
this  cause,  urging  the  claims  of  the  society,  and  the  importance  jof  a  universal 
response. 

Resolved,  6.  That  we  heartily  indorse  the  present  method  of  distributing 
the  funds  of  the  society,  and  recommend  to  the  recipients  to  render  prompt 
and  explicit  reports,  and  to  the  Committee  to  faithfully  execute  the  plan 
without  partiality  or  severity. 

Resolved,  7.  That  any  effective  preacher,  voluntarily  abandoning  his  call- 
ing for  secular  purposes,  thereby  relinquishes  all  claims  on  its  funds  for  him- 
self and  family,  and  the  Preachers'  Aid  Society  are  again  requested  so  to 
amend  their  constitution  as  to  insert  this  provision. 
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Resolved,  8.  That  we  recommend  the  churches  to  raise  the  sum  of  ten 
thousand  dollars  the  ensuing  year,  to  be  apportioned  to  the  several  districts 
as  follows :  Boston  District,  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  ;  Lynn  Dis- 
trict, three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars ;  Worcester  District,  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars  ;  Springfield  District,  fifteen  hundred  dollars ;  and  that  the  pre- 
siding elders,  with  the  district  stewards,  apportion  the  same  to  the  several 
churches. 

Resolved,  9.  That  the  presiding  elders,  together  with  the  members  of 
Conference  residing  in  Boston,  Charlestown,  Chelsea,  Dorchester,  Cambridge, 
and  Somerville,  constitute  the  committee  to  receive  all  applications,  and 
make  the  recommendations  to  the  society. 


Preachers'' -Aid  Society  of  the  New-England  Conference,  M.  E.  Church,  in 
account  with  Charles  L.  Lane,  Treasurer. 

Cr.  1867. 


April  10  —  By  balance  on  hand  $5,277  85' 

Received  from  the  churches  to  Conference  of  1868     812  73 

"         "    Lee  Claflin,  Esq   100  00 

«         "    Admr.  Estate  Mrs.  O.  D.  Palmer  .     147  81 

"         "    Interest   90  94 

"        «    Rev.  O.  S.  Howe   15  00 


$6,444  33 

Dr.  —  1867-68. 

To  cash  paid  Revs.  G.  W.  Mansfield,  $300 ;  William 
Merrill,  $250  ;  H.  Moulton,  $225  ;  T.  W.  Tucker,  P. 
Crandall,  N.  S.  Spaulding,  W.  A.  Clapp,  F.  Fisk,  G. 
F.  Cox,  N.  A.  Soule,  M.  P.  Webster,  $200  each ;  A. 
D.  Merrill,  T.  G.  Brown,  E.  Scott,  S.  A.  Cushing,  $150 
each;  E.  B.  Morgan,  $100;  N.  J.  Merriu,  E.  F. 
Newell,  $50  each. 

Widows  Steele,  $250 ;  Smith,  $200  ;  Kibby,  $150  ; 
Fisk,  $125  ;  Willard,  Ainsworth,  Gile,  Bardwell, 
Adams,  Howe,  Field,  $100  each  ;  Taylor,  Ward, 
Peirce,  Bates,  $75  each  ;  Baker,  Green,  Bridge,  Mer- 
rill, Ames,  Macreading,  $50  each ;  Postage,  &c,  $3.50 ; 


Children  of  Rev.  William  M.  Mann,  $100   $5,303  50 

Balance  on  hand  March  30,  1868   $1,140  83 

From  the  Churches   3,698  93 

"      "  Preachers*   50  00 

"      "   Conference  Stewards   51  00 

"    Rev.  A.  F.  Herrick   15  00 

«      "     B.  K.  Peirce   5  00 

"      "     L.  Boyden   10  00 


"    Proc.  Concert  given  by  Philip  Phillips,  Esq.     120  65 


Balance  on  hand  April  10,  1868 


$5,091  41 
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ZION'S  HERALD. 

Your  Committee  would  only  reiterate  the  testimony  of  its  many  readers  in 
affirming  that  this  oldest  paper  of  Methodism  is  more  than  ever  worthy  of 
respect  and  patronage. 

The  new  editor  has  fully  sustained  his  reputation  for  the  possession  of  a 
brilliant  pen  and  progressive  ideas.  The  change  of  form  places  the  "  Herald  " 
in  the  hands  of  its  readers  more  conveniently  than  before,  and  makes  it  the 
handsomest  of  religious  papers  in  the  land. 

The  character  of  a  periodical  is  reflected  upon  its  Church,  and  the  Church 
complains  if  the  reflection  be  dishonoring.  But  periodicals  depend  upon 
patronage.  The  Church,  then,  should  anticipate  complaint  with  new  sub- 
scriptions. The  Committee  ask  whether  a  system  of  agencies,  in  addition  to 
the  ministry,  be  not  advisable,  to  give  a  necessary  increase  of  10,000  to  the 
circulation. 

A  paper  is  a  power  in  the  family.  The  Devil  is  busy  and  bold  with  the 
press  in  many  a  way,  and  needs  circumvention  by  the  press.  Let  more  "  Her- 
alds "  go  into  the  families  of  New  England,  and  let  the  "  Herald  "  be  full  of 
Christ. 

The  Committee  offer  the  following  resolutions  :  — 

Resolved,  1.  That  we  are  .proud  of  the  growing  influence  of  the  "  Herald," 
and  have  more  confidence  than  ever  in  recommending  it  to  the  people. 

Resolved,  2.  That  we  commend  the  employment  of  special  agencies  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Association. 

Resolved,  3.  That  we  approve  the  action  of  the  Association  in  asking 
the  Conference  to  appoint  one  of  its  members  to  meet  with  them  on  the 
Board,  and  we  beg  to  nominate  Rev.  W.  R.  Clark  for  that  position. 


MEMORIAL  CHURCH  AT  WILBRAHAM. 

This  church  edifice,  so  long  and  so  much  needed,  has  advanced  during  the 
year,  though  not  to  completion.  The  walls  are  all  up,  with  the  exception  of 
one  gable,  and  the  tower  above  the  roof ;  the  roof  timbers  are  mostly  on,  and  the 
roof  nearly  ready  for  slating.  The  cost  of  the  building  thus  far  has  been 
about  Si 5,400.  To  finish  up  the  outside  will  cost  in  round  numbers  about 
$5,000;  inside  finish,  pews,  &c,  about  $7,600.  Total  cost,  $30,000.  Of  reli- 
able subscriptions  unpaid  there  are  $1,500  ;  old  church  edifice  and  material, 
$1,500  ;  amount  already  paid,  $11,400  ;  unprovided  for,  $15,600,  —  making 
the  total  amount  of  assets,  $30,000.  » 

If  this  amount  can  be  raised  the  ensuing  year,  the  edifice  can  be  com- 
pleted without  a  debt  upon  the  society  in  that  place. 

The  Committee  think  this  Conference  will  see,  in  view  of  the  connection 
this  enterprise  has  with  the  wants  of  the  Wesleyan  Academy,  the  necessity 
of  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  work,  and  a  hearty  co-operation  on  the  part 
of  the  preachers  and  people  throughout  the  entire  Conference. 
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The  Committee  recommend  the  following  action  :  — 

Resolved,  1.  That  we  commend  the  Memorial  Church  at  Wilbraham  to 
the  liberal  contributions  of  the  people  of  our  respective  charges. 

Resolved  2.  That  we  will  co-operate  with  the  preacher  stationed  at  Wilbra- 
ham, or  such  other  agent  as  the  trustees  may  appoint,  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  the  amount  needed  to  complete  the  said  edifice. 


PRESIDING  ELDERS'  REPORTS. 

BOSTON  DISTRICT. 

In  presenting  my  second  report  of  Boston  District,  I  would  most  reverently 
and  gratefully  acknowledge  the  goodness  of  God,  as  seen  in  the  various  mani- 
festations of  his  favor  shown  towards  the  various  interests  connected  with  our 
work.  The  lives  and  the  health  of  our  preachers,  and  their  wives,  have  been 
kindly  cared  for  and  graciously  preserved.  None  have  died,  none  have  be- 
come disabled ;  though  three  of  the  families  have  been  visited  by  the  death 
angel,  and  a  loved  child  from  each  has  been  borne  thence  to  the  spirit  land. 

A  cordial  welcome  was  extended  to  all  the  preachers  as  they  went  from 
our  last  session  to  their  respective  fields  of  labor,  and  the  relations  existing 
between  the  pastors  and  their  people  have  been  of  the  most  pleasant  and 
profitable  character. 

The  support  of  the  preachers,  though,  not  generally  so  generous  as  it  should 
be,  and  in  many  cases  not  so  good  as  we  think  it  might  be  without  detriment 
to  the  churches,  has  been  an  advance  in  the  aggregate  on  any  previous  year, 
and  has  been,  very  generally,  regularly  and  promptly  paid  ;  and,  considering 
the  fact  that  our  preachers  are  always  employed,  and  generally  occupy  fur- 
nished parsonages,  it  is  believed  that  their  compensation  will  compare  favora- 
bly with  the  support  received  by  preachers  of  other  churches.  Our  standard  is 
set  higher ;  and  we  have  good  hope  that,  with  an  increased  efficiency  in  the 
ministry,  there  may  be  a  more  marked  improvement  in  their  means  of  sup- 
port. A  felt  necessity  will  always  be  appreciated  and  paid  for  ;  and,  in  the 
Church,  finances  are  to  spirituality  as  the  body  is  to  the  soul. 

During  the  year  three  new  houses  of  worship  have  been  completed  and 
dedicated,  —  the  first  at  Auburndale,  in  the  town  of  Newton,  where  the 
smallest  in  numbers  of  the  churches  of  the  district  in  "faith  conceived,  and 
by  great  personal  sacrifice  brought  to  completion,  one  of  the  most  chastely 
beautiful  chapels  to  be  found  even  in  our  New  England,  —  at  an  expense  of 
about  seven  thousand  dollars.  About  one-half  of  this  sum  remains  a  debt 
upon  the  property,  which  the  friends  of  our  cause  elsewhere  should  regard  as 
a  privilege  to  aid  in  removing. 

The  second  dedication  was  at  Newton  Corner,  where  a  young  and  far  from 
numerous  society  have  completed  and  occupy  an  elegant  chapel,  sufficiently 
commodious  for  their  present  wants,  but  which  is  designed  as  a  chapel  to  a 
commodious  church  already  planned,  and  to  be  reared,  we  trust,  at  no 
distant  day.     This  chapel  has  been  completed  at  an  expense  of  about 
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fifteen  thousand  dollars,  and  a  debt  of  about  four  thousand  dollars  remains 
upon  the  property.  This  devoted  band  of  Christians  are  deserving  of  much 
credit  for  the  spirit  and  energy  that  has  resulted  in  such  an  ornament  to  that 
lovely  village,  and  honor  to  our  cause  in  that  community. 

The  third  is  in  the  village  of  Cochituate,  in  the  town  of  Way  land,  where  a 
small  society  was  organized  just  before  the  last  session  of  our  Conference. 
The  enterprising  citizens  of  that  village  upon  the  lake,  led  on  by  a.  few  de- 
voted Christians,  have  completed  and  rejoice  in  the  possession  of  a  place  of 
worship  that  constitutes  at  once  the  ornament  and  glory  of  their  homes. 
And  God  has  so  prospered  them  in  their  work  for  his  glory  that,  notwith- 
standing an  unusual  depression  in  the  business  of  their  place,  and  contrary 
to  their  most  sanguine  hopes,  the  sale  of  their  pews  leaves  their  assets  equal 
to  their  responsibilities. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  these  houses  of  worship  are  a  net  gain  to  our 
cause,  and  are  in  centres  where  growth  in  population  is  certain,  thus  afford- 
ing greater  promise  for  the  future,  and,  as  might  be  expected,  while  these 
societies  have  been  honoring  God  with  their  substance,  he  has  also  honored 
them  by  his  presence  in  granting  them  spiritual  prosperity. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  Grace  Church,  in  this  city,  partially  destroyed  by 
fire  just  before  our  last  session,  has  been  thoroughly  remodelled  and  beautified 
in  its  internal  structure  and  arrangements,  making  it  one  of  the  most  capa- 
cious, beautiful,  and  convenient  churches  in  this  city.  This  society  has  also, 
during  the  year,  purchased,  refitted,  and  substantially  furnished  a  parsonage, 
which,  for  adaptation  and  convenience,  is  not  surpassed  by  any  parsonage  in 
our  Conference.    This  society  is  free  from  debt. 

Other  societies  have  diminished  church  debts  and  improved  church  prop- 
erty to  the  extent  of  several  thousand  dollars,  and  are  deserving  of  much 
credit. 

Thus  we  are  able  to  say  that  in  its  financial  aspect  the  district  is  pros- 
perous, perhaps  never  more  so. 

The  year  now  closing  has  not  been  characterized  in  the  district  by  exten- 
sive revival  influence,  yet  in  most  of  the  appointments  there  have  been  some 
conversions,  and  in  several  of  them  a  very  precious  work  of  grace,  and  the  re- 
turns, I  think,  will  show  a  healthful  growth,  and  an  encouraging  increase  in 
membership;  while  our  members  have  made  progress  in  all 'that  pertains  to 
symmetry  and  strength  in  Christian  character.  I  have  good  evidence  that  our 
members  were  never  more  ardently  and  intelligently  attached  to  our  pecu- 
liarities in  doctrines  and  usages  than  at  the  present  time. 

Some  commendable  degree  of  attention  has  been  given  to  those  benevo- 
lent causes  that  press  upon  the  attention  of  Christians  everywhere  and 
always ;  and  the  collections  and  donations  received  from  our  people  lor  these 
several  causes  —  while  they  will  compare  favorably  with  our  own  in  former 
years,  or  with  other  sections  of  our  Church,  or  with  any  other  Church  —  are 
yet,  when  compared  with  either  the  importance  of  the  causes  or  the  abilities 
of  our  people,  far  from  cancelling  our  obligations.  Our  churches  have  not 
yet  arisen  to  a  full  appreciation  of  their  obligations  to  Christ,  or  the  sacrifices 
his  cause  demands  at  their  hands. 
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The  city  mission,  established  in  this  city  at  our  last  session  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  missionary  to  the  field,  has  been  very  successful,  though  lack- 
ing the  expected  co-operation  and  support  of  some  of  the  churches  in  the 
city,  and  laboring  under  some  pecuniary  embarrassment.  Our  ever  active  and 
faithful  missionary  has  been  able  to  organize  instrumentalities,  and  perform 
an  aggressive  work,  that  has  been  felt  in  all  the  churches  of  the  city,  and  will 
be  of  lasting  benefit  to  our  cause.  It  is  believed  that  the  mission  is  a  neces- 
sity, and  in  some  form  must  be  perpetuated  and  greatly  enlarged. 

In  reviewing  the  year,  and  calling  up  the  impressions  that  have  been  made 
upon  my  mind  in  my  visits  to  the  churches,  two  points  come  up  before  me 
with  such  force  that  I  feel  impelled  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Conference  to 
them :  — 

The  first  has  reference  to  church-building.  In  nearly  one-third  of  the 
charges  on  the  district,  I  am  satisfied,  that,  could  their  present  houses  of  wor- 
ship be  replaced  by  larger  and  better  structures,  the  efficiency  of  those 
churches  would  be  increased  a  hundred  fold,  and  in  several  of  them  their 
numbers  would  be  doubled  in  five  years. 

And  in  many  places  where  we  now  have  no  houses  of  worship,  and  weak, 
if  any,  societies,  could  we  encourage  the  building  of  suitable  accommoda- 
tions, by  the  donation  of  a  comparatively  small  sum  of  money,  we  should,  in 
from  one  to  five  years,  have  self-sustaining  and  much-needed  churches.  The 
time  has  fully  come  that  New  England  should  awake  to  the  importance  of 
imparting  a  new  impetus  to  the  enterprise  of  church- building  in  her  own 
borders,  and,  if  possible,  turn  the,  tide,  that  has  been  for  so  long  a  time  flow- 
ing hence  westward,  thence  eastward.  To  fail  in  this  is  to  starve  the  hen  of 
the  golden  egg. 

O  CO 

The  second  point  to  which  I  would  refer  is  the  necessity  that  we  return 
with  renewed  zeal  to  the  practice  of  our  fathers  in  pressing  aggressively  into 
the  outskirts  of  the  towns  the  centres  of  which  we  occupy,  and  kindling  the 
fires  of  revival  in  every  school  district  and  retired  neighborhood,  and  in 
towns  where  we  have  no  local  habitation  or  name.  Herein  were  the  hidings 
of  power  with  our  early  fathers,  and  to  this  very  greatly  we  owe  our  pros- 
perity. Our  parsonages  and  churches  are  so  comfortable,  that  we  are  too  apt, 
I  fear,  to  forget  to  go  out  into  the  highways  and  among  the  ditches  to  call 
such  as  cannot  or  will  not  come  to  our  church  to  hear  the  gospel.  We 
greatly  need,  as  it  seems  to  me  from  the  stand-point  I  am  called  to  occupy,  a 
thorough  revival  of  that  spirit  of  enterprise  that  will  drive  us  out,  even  into 
the  most  sparsely-populated  districts,  and  call  men  to  Christ.  In  this  way, 
and,  if  I  do  not  mistake,  in  this  way  alone,  can  we  fill  our  churches,  and  save 
men.  A  sermon  on  from  four  to  five  evenings  in  the  week  might  prove  a 
panacea  for  sore  throats. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  do  injustice  to  my  feelings,  were  I  not  to  express  my 
deep  sense  of  obligation  for  the  marked  kindness  and  consideration  with 
which  I  have  uniformly  been  received  and  treated  in  all  my  labors  on  the 
district,  both  by  the  preachers  and  their  families,  and  by  the  churches  and 
people. 
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Not  a  single  incident  has  occurred  to  mar  the  pleasure  of  my  official  or 
friendly  intercourse  among  the  beloved  brethren  and  kind  people  on  the 
district. 

L.  R.  Thayer,  Presiding  Elder. 

LYNN  DISTRICT. 

The  Lynn  District  is  enjoying,  perhaps,  as  much  prosperity  as  at  any  time 
in  its  past  history.  During  the  last  quarter,  revivals  have  prevailed  quite 
generally.  General  harmony  prevails  in  the  churches,  with  increasing  reli- 
gious interest. 

The  Sabbath-school  cause  is  very  prosperous  through  all  the  district,  and 
has  rewarded  the  labors  of  its  friends  with  many  conversions. 

Some  churches  have  been  wholly  freed  from  debt,  others  in  part.  Three 
new  churches  are  in  process  of  erection. 

One  of  these  (the  Trinity  Church  of  Charlestown)  affords  several  hun- 
dred more  sittings  than  any  church  in  the  Conference.  One  has  been  en- 
larged ;  and  one  raised  so  as  to  afford  a  large,  pleasant  vestry,  and  class-rooms. 
And  still  others  are  contemplated  next  year. 

Two  parsonages  have  been  added  this  year ;  one  new,  the  other  purchased. 

The  benevolent  collections  have  been  generally  taken,  and  are  as  liberal 
as  could  be  expected. 

All  statistical  information  will  be  found  in  the  minutes,  as  this  cannot  be 
correctly  anticipated. 

Our  great  visible  want  is  money,  to  assist  our  young,  small  churches,  and 
for  new  ones.  These  small  churches  embrace  about  half  our  work  ;  and,  un- 
less some  more  liberal  means  shall  be  provided  to  sustain  them,  they  cannot 
long  be  numbered  among  the  churches  of  Methodism. 

The  want  of  permanent  mechanical  business  makes  a  large  annual  draft  on 
most  country  towns ;  yet  more  real  prosperity  is  enjoyed  in  these  small 
churches  than  the  large  ones.  More  are  saved  in  the  country  than  the  city  ; 
and  a  very  great  majority  of  all  men  in  business,  in  the  professions,  and, 
more  than  all,  in  religion,  were  country  born,  bred,  and  saved.  These 
churches  must  not  Ije  given  up.  They  must  have  able  pastors,  and  liberal  aid 
and  sympathy.  It  is  now  a  question  of  very  great  importance  how  this  shall 
be  done.  This  Conference  s*hould  not  adjourn  without  some  permanent 
provision  for  it. 

A  few  years  since  we  had  a  Domestic  Missionary  Society  which  helped  us 
much ;  and  the  churches  were  beginning  to  favor  it  with  generous  collections 
and  donations.  At  this  time  two  of  the  missionary  secretaries  said  to  us, 
over  and  over  again,  "  If  you  will  give  up  your  Home  Missionary  Society, 
and  give  all  your  money  to  the  parent  society,  we  will  give  you  all  you  ask 
for."  That  is  what  they  said.  We  asked  this  year  for  the  least  possible 
amount  (in  view  of  the  embarrassed  state  of  the  treasury),  and  be  only  com- 
fortable. We  have  got  only  one-%alf  we  asked  for,  and  this  is  not  half  we  need. 
Now,  what,  at  this  late  period,  can  be  done  ?    Some  pastors  do  not  see  how 
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they  can  live  next  year  if  this  aid  is  withheld ;  and  the  churches  do  not 
see  how  they  can  go  on  and  support  their  pastors  without  this  help.  Can  we 
retain  a  sufficient  amount  of  this  year's  collections  V  Will  our  wealthy  lay- 
men give  us  four  thousand  dollars  to  help  us  this  year  ?  Will  the  Confer- 
ence borrow  this  amount  for  one  year  ?  The  parent  society  cannot  be  trusted, 
as  we  now  see,  and  we  should  never  ask  for  another  dollar. 

God  helping,  New  England  can  take  care  of  herself,  and  of  all  her 
churches  and  pastors  and  institutions,  and  do  much  besides.  And  while  she 
is  considered  only  worthy  to  be  "  left  out  in  the  cold  "  by  Church  and  State, 
yet  New  England  has  a  very  large  circle  of  friends,  and  they  are  greatly 
scattered  over  this  great  country.  Some  of  them  are  always  with  us,  and 
they  must  love  us.  They  are  doubtless  a  good  people  ;  for  one  of  the  same 
name  (Beggar)  was  "  carried  by  angels  to  heaven,  even  to  Abraham's  bosom.'* 
If  it  be  "  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive,"  New  England  must  be  greatly 
blest.  But  this  thought  must  com.e  home  to  the  heart  and  conscience  of  New- 
England  Methodists,  —  to  respect  themselves,  and  love  themselves,  showing  it 
by  a  care  for  all  the  pastors  and  churches  at  home  ;  to  see  that  every  one 
is  strong,  that  every  new  place  of  promise  is  entered  and  sustained. 

I  do  not  say  we  have  done  too  much  for  others ;  Jbut  I  do  say  we  have  not 
done  enough  at  home.  We  have  given  up  churches  in  this  Conference 
where,  if  we  had  given  a  hundred  dollars  per  year,  the  gospel  would  still  be 
preached,  and  sinners  saved.  And  these  are  only  "  the  beginning  of  sorrows," 
unless  we  awake  at  once  to  meet  this  urgent  want. 

J.  Hascall,  Presiding  Elder. 


WORCESTER  DISTRICT. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  general  health  in  the  families  of  our 
preachers.  None  of  our  effective  men  have  died ;  but  two  venerable 
fathers,  whose  names  have  been  associated  with  this  district,  and  whose 
memories  are  a  delightful  fragrance,  have  been  called  to  their  reward, — 
Fathers  Newell  and  Puffer.  One  of  our  preachers  has  been  called  to  part 
with  a  beloved  companion,  and  one  has  lost  a  dear  child  by  death. 

I  commenced  the  labors  of  the  year  at  a  considerable  disadvantage.  The 
appointments  which  were  made  were  very  satisfactory ;  but,  when  the  Con- 
ference adjourned,  there  were  four  societies  in  the  district  for  whose  pulpits 
no  provision  was  made.  This  was  owing  to  the  loss  of  two  preachers  by 
transfer ;  another  took  a  supernumerary  relation ;  and  another,  on  whom  I 
had  relied,  unexpectedly  failed  to  be  available  for  the  work.  All  this 
occurred  so  near  the  close  of  the  Conference,  and  the  supply  of  the  preach- 
ers was  so  small,  that  it  was  impossible  then  to  fill  the  vacancies.  Immedi- 
ately after  the  adjournment,  I  received  intelligence  that  another  preacher 
had  been  disabled  -by  paralysis ;  another  who  had  been  expected  by  transfer 
failed  to  come ;  and,  a  few  months  after,  another  failed  by  ill  health ;  and 
soon  after  that,  another  was  transferred  to  the  Minnesota  Conference,  — 
making  in  all,  eight  vacancies  that  I  have  had  to  fill  since  the  adjournment 
of  the  Conference. 
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Such  is  the  scantiness  of  our  ministerial  supply,  that  the  filling  of  these 
racancies  lias  occasioned  me  a  great  amount  of  extra  labor.  I  advertised 
in  the  church  papers,  and  received  a  large  number  of  responses;  but  nearly- 
all  of  them  of  a  very  unsuitable  character.  Not  less  than  two  hundred 
letters  were  written  by  me  in  negotiating  for  these  supplies ;  and  after  all 
several  of  them  have  been  far  from  satisfactory.  Very  excellent  men 
were,  however,  obtained  for  a  few  of  the  places,  who  have  done  good  ser- 
vice, and  who  are  desired  to  continue  with  them  another  year.  Several 
students  from  the  Seminary  have  been  very  acceptable  and  useful  as  sup- 
plies. 

But  several  months  passed  before  some  of  the  pulpits  could  have  a  perma- 
nent supply;  and  considerable  loss  was  realized  in  consequence.  These 
things  have  made  the  year  a  very  trying  one  to  me,  as  well  as  to  good  peo- 
ple connected  with  those  societies.  It  has,  however,  led  some  intelligent 
men  who  have  heretofore  not  thought  much  of  the  presiding  eldership,  to 
appreciate  the  office  more  highly.  And  they  have  said,  that,  in  the  respon- 
sibility and  labor  of  providing  pastors  for  the  churches,  the  presiding  elder 
earns  his  salary,  even  if  he  do  not  preach  a  sermon. 

The  stagnation  of  business  has  been  quite  seriously  felt  in  many  towns, 
embarrassing  the  church  finances,  and  also,  I  fear,  reducing  our  benevolent 
contributions. 

Most  of  the  societies  have  revised  their  list  of  membership ;  so  that,  in  the 
annual  report  this  spring,  few  will  be  reckoned  who  cannot  be  accounted 
for.  How  this  will  affect  the  aggregate  for  the  district  I  cannot  yet  tell ; 
but  the  list  will  be  reliable. 

We  have  enjoyed  considerable  religious  prosperity  during  the  year.  But 
few  powerful  and  extensive  revivals  have  occurred,  however  ;  and  yet  there 
has  been  a  very  uniform  religious  interest  in  most  of  the  societies.  There 
are  but  few  churches  that  have  not  reported  some  conversions  during  the 
year. 

Last  spring  we  added  to  our  list  four  new  societies.  One  of  them,  which 
came  to  us  from  the  Wesleyans,  has  been  embarrassed  during  most  of  the 
year  by  a  civil  suit,  involving  the  question  of  the  church  property ;  but  it 
has  recently  terminated  in  our  favor.  The  new  society  at  Leicester  started 
off  with  bright  promise,  and  was  doing  well  until  its  pastor  was  transferred, 
for  the  benefit  of  his  health,  to  the  Minnesota  Conference.  Then  the  work 
was  hindered  for  a  season,  by  unavoidable  delay  in  obtaining  a  pastor.  The 
society  at  East  Pepperell  has  done  well.  A  congregation,  ranging  from  one 
hundred  to  two  hundred,  has  regularly  assembled  in  a  public  hall  to  hear 
the  gospel  preached;  and  some  have  been  added  to  the  church  each 
quarter.  •  ^ 

The  new  society  in  Worcester  commenced  its  labors  in  Washburn  Hall  the 
Sabbath  after  Conference,  with  about  ninety  members.  It  has  succeeded  far 
beyond  our  most  sanguine  expectations.  It  has  now  about  two  hundred  and 
twenty  members,  and  thirty  probationers.  Its  Sabbath  school  numbers 
about  four  hundred  and  sixty  members.    The  Sabbath  schools  of  the  Laurel- 
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street  and  Park-street  societies,  which  contributed  largely  of  their  members 
to  this  new  school,  now  exceed  their  numbers  one  year  ago ;  and  the  church 
membership  of  those  societies  is  also  nearly  as  large  as  before. 

Our  greatest  want  in  Worcester  now  is  suitable  church  .  accommodations. 
Soon  after  Conference,  a  new  house  of  worship,  costing  about  twelve  thou- 
sand dollars,  was  dedicated  in  Brookfield,  which  has  greatly  increased  the 
strength  and  prospects  of  our  society  in  that  town. 

Early  in  autumn,  our  society  in  Webster  completed  and  dedicated  a  beau- 
tiful church  edifice  at  an  expense  of  about  twenty-one  thousand  dollars. 
This  society  now  holds  the  leading  position  in  the  town,  and  is  a  very  desira- 
ble field  of  labor. 

Our  church  edifice  in  Hubbardston,  under  the  indefatigable  labors  of 
their  pastor,  has  been  enlarged,  remodelled,  and  refurnished,  making  it  now 
a  very  attractive  house  of  worship. 

The  church  at  Millbury  is  also  undergoing  similar  improvements. 

The  churches  at  West  Brookfield,  New-England  Village,  and  Clinton, 
have  also  been  improved  by  liberal  outlays. 

Our  brethren  in  Oxford  have  persevered  through  great  embarrassments  in 
their  work,  and  have  now  nearly  completed  the  best  and  most  convenient 
and  attractive  house  of  worship  in  Worcester  District.  It  will  probably  be 
dedicated  on  the  8th  of  April. 

Several  other  societies  are  contemplating  the  erection  of  new  churches ; 
and  these  substantial  improvements  are  going  forward  with  commendable 
zeal. 

The  subject  of  Sabbath-school  instruction  has  received  a  great  deal  of 
attention  this  year.  We  have  held  two  Sabbath-school  Conventions,  and 
also  a  Sabbath-school  Teachers'  Institute,  in  the  district.  These  have  all 
been  occasions  of  great  interest  and  profit.  The  Institute,  conducted  by 
B,ev.  J.  H.  Vincent,  was  a  great  success,  far  exceeding  in  interest,  especially 
on  the  last  day,  any  similar  occasion  we  ever  attended.  It  has  given  a  very 
marked  impulse  to  the  thorough  study  of  the  Bible,  and  to  the  cause  of 
Sabbath  schools  generally. 

The  subject  of  missions  has  been  presented  at  all  the  Quarterly  Con- 
ferences as  required  by  the  discipline. 

I  cannot  close  this  Report  without  commending  the  self-sacrificing  and 
devoted  spirit  of  our  ministry  and  membership  In  Worcester  District,  their 
thorough  loyalty  to  Methodism,  and  especially  to  our  itinerant  system.  Our 
class-meetings j  and  love-feasts  are  still  loved  and  observed.  Our  camp- 
meeting  is  growing  in  favor  and  in  usefulness.  Our  church  periodicals 
are  patronized  and  read,  and  worldly  amusements  are  very  generally  dis- 
carded. The  old  landmarks  are  retained  as  fully,  probably,  as  in  any  part 
of  our  work ;  while  at  the  same  time  there  is  a  commendable  spirit  of  pro- 
gress, believing  that  Methodism  is  a  growth  in  its  polity  as  well  as  in  its 
proportions. 

This  district  is  generally  regarded  as  the  most  laborious  in  the  Confer- 
ence, on  account  of  the  necessity  of  travelling  it  mostly  by  private  convey- 
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anoe  and  the  long  distances  between  the  appointments.  This  has  been  par- 
ticularly trying  during  our  late  severe  winter. 

It  has  been  often  said,  "  The  Methodist  preacher  loves  his  horse."  I  can- 
not, therefore,  forbear,  as  I  close,  to  pay  a  just  tribute  to  the  noble  animal, 
which,  during  the  last  three  years,  has  borne  me  in  my  itinerant  rounds  of 
more  than  fourteen  thousand  miles.  While  the  presiding  elder  of  the  Lynn 
District  has  been  furnished  a  long  whip  to  touch  up  his  leaders,  the  pre- 
siding elder  of  the  Worcester  District  has  accomplished  the  travel  —  four 
thousand  miles  by  horse  —  the  last  year,  without  the  aid  of  such  a  stimulus ; 
and  yet  the  faithful  mare  has  performed  her  labor  promptly  and  cheerfully. 

While  we,  as  the  leaders  of  our  Israel,  are  deliberating  here,  .she,  strong 
and  vigorous  as  ever,  is  neighing  for  the  road  again.  Truly  has  she  been  a 
faithful  servant  of  the  Church ;  and  did  all  the  servants  of  the  Church  per- 
form their  work  as  promptly  and  as  cheerfully  as  she,  the  cause  would 
nowhere  flag. 

D.  Dorchester,  Presiding  Elder. 


SPRINGFIELD  DISTRICT. 

The  Springfield  District  lies  in  the  Valley  of  the  Connecticut,  the  most 
delightful  region  in  New  England,  and  embraces  the  Counties  of  Hampden, 
Hampshire,  and  Franklin ;  touching  Worcester  County  on  the  east,  Con- 
necticut on  the  south,  Vermont  on  the  north,  and  to  the  west  extends  out 
among  the  roots  of  the  mountains. 

The  above  territory  includes  fifty-five  towns,  in  thirty-three  of  which  we 
have  churches.  In  some  of  the  towns  in  which  we  have  no  churches,  classes 
have  been  organized ;  in  others,  members  attend  meeting  in  adjacent  towns ; 
still  others  are  small  towns  in  the  hill-country,  sparsely  populated,  and  hardly 
able  to  sustain  a  single  meeting ;  while  a  few  towns  in  the  valley  remain  as 
they  were  when  the  fathers  fell  asleep,  —  staid,  Puritanic,  and  untouched 
by  the  direct  agencies  of  Methodism.  Our  cause,  however,  is  aggressive 
there  as  elsewhere,  and  is  rapidly  pervading  the  entire  section.  The  masses 
love  our  doctrines  and  modes  of  worship ;  so  that,  in  entering  a  new  field,  we 
have  no  need  to  assume  an  alias,  or  disguise,  in  order  to  find  acceptance  with 
the  people.  No  union  with  any  other  elements,  no  stealthy  sliding  into  pub- 
lic favor,  as  the  manner  of  some  is,  affords  in  our  case  any  additional  guar- 
anty of  success.  Plain  and  practical  truth  may  be  openly  spoken ;  only 
error  requires  ^inister  means  to  gain  public  favor. 

The  year  has  been  one  of  great  harmony  and  prosperity  among  both 
preachers  and  people.  As  a  result,  glorious  fruits  have  been  reaped.  The 
cause  has  steadily  advanced  in  numbers  and  strength ;  there  have  been 
added  to  the  Church  daily  such  as  have  been  saved. 

Not  a  little  of  this  prosperity  is  due  to  the  faithful  and  efficient  labors  of 
the  preachers,  of  whom  many  good  things  can  be  spoken.  With  rare  ex- 
ceptions, they  are  earnest  men,  of  one  work,  full  of  faith  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 
attending  to  all  departments  of  their  work,  studying  to  show  themselves 
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approved  of  God  ;  workmen  who  need  not  be  ashamed  in  dividing  the  Word. 
They  are  also  good  pastors,  seeking  out  the  poor,  the  sick,  the  neglected  of  the 
flock  ;  going  not  only  to  those  who  need  them,  but  to  those  who  need  them 
most. 

The  preachers  have  not  wrought  single-handed :  they  are  strongly  at- 
tached to  each  other,  and  are  united  in  their  work.  The  unity  of  spirit  per- 
vading the  district,  the  esprit  du  corps,  has  enabled  them  to  be  mutually 
helpful  in  their  evangelical  labors. 

Two  preachers'  meetings,  gatherings  of  unusual  spirit  and  interest,  have 
been  maintained  on  the  district.  The  one  in  the  north  has  been  engaged 
mostly  in  discussing  practical  questions  relating  to  personal  piety,  to  the 
spread  of  the  gospel,  and  the  improvement  of  our  work ;  while  that  in 
the  south  has  not  hesitated  to  touch  the  profoundest  speculative  questions 
of  the  day,  and  has  succeeded  in  extinguishing  heresy,  and  finally  settling 
the  gravest  doctrines  of  theology,  especially  those  which  agitate  the  modem 
world. 

One  of  our  number,  O.  S.  Howe,  is  not ;  for  God  took  him.  A  pure  and 
gentle  spirit,  he  lingered  long  in  feebleness  and  suffering ;  but  to  the  end 
maintained  an  unshaken  faith  in  the  promises  of  God,  and  in  the  provisions 
of  the  gospel  he  had  so  delighted  to  preach. 

Our  Brother  F.  C.  Morse,  has  been  laid  aside ;  having  been  unable  to 
preach  during  the  last  six  months.  We  greatly  regret  to  have  him  disap- 
pear from  the  ranks  of  our  effective  men  on  the  district,  and  hope  that  rest 
and  change  of  climate  will  again  restore  him  to  the  work. 

Another  of  our  number,  Brother  S.  Tupper,  has  been  severely  afflicted 
during  the  year,  in  the  sickness  of  his  family,  in  the  death  of  a  beloved 
daughter,  and  in  his  own  impaired  health,  which  is  now,  happily,  much  im- 
proved. 

With  these  exceptions,  the  preachers  have  enjoyed  usual  health,  and  have 
been  able  steadily  to  prosecute  their  work. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  we  have  entered  upon  several  new  fields.  Preach- 
ing was  begun  in  Amherst  Centre  about  the  18th  of  August.  A  church  of 
twenty-six  members  was  organized  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Brother  E.  F. 
Pitcher,  in  the  Academy  Hall.  The  building  in  which  they  worshipped 
being  sold,  and  converted  to  other  purposes,  the  society  was  reduced  to  the 
painful  necessity  of  either  relinquishing  public  services,  or  building  or  buy- 
ing a  church,  as  no  other  public  hall  was  to  be  found  in  the  place.  In  this 
crisis,  a  good  brother  who  had  lately  settled  in  the  place,  purchased  the 
Congregational  Chapel,  a  small  but  neat  edifice,  in  which  *the  society  has 
since  worshipped.  Some  others  have  been  added  to  their  number,  and  a 
favorable  prospect  opens  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Late  in  the  autumn,  a  society  of  twenty-five  members  was  organized  in 
New  Salem.  They  worshipped  in  the  Congregational  Church,  the  Congre- 
gational society  having  become  extinct.  A  small  but  earnest  band,  having 
the  whole  field  open  to  them,  they  promise  to  become  a  self-supporting 
church. 


In  the  east  part  of  Wilbraham,  in  what  is  known  as  the  Chapin  District, 
a  section  remote  from  the  churches,  a  revival  has  been  enjoyed,  and  some 
thirty  souls  converted,  which  are  organized  into  a  separate  charge.  This 
work  has  been  effected  through  the  agency  of  Brother  J.  M.  Haskell,  a  stu- 
dent at  the  Academy.  Few  of  the  people  in  this  section  had  previously 
been  church-goers. 

A  class  has  been  formed  in  Conway,  and  preaching  maintained  on  Sab- 
bath evenings  by  Brother  J.  M.  Clark.  The  charge  for  the  ensuing  year  is 
to  be  united  with  South  Deerfield. 

During  a  part  of  the  year,  services  have  been  held  in  Howe  ;  but,  as  the 
town  is  quite  small  and  considerably  pre-occupied,  this  field  affords  no  great 
results. 

The  year  has  been  marked  by  some  precious  revivals  of  religion.  Some 
of  the  plants  that  had  begun  to  droop  under  the  scorching  rays  of  adversity 
have  been  revived.  Some  six  hundred  or  seven  hundred  souls  have  been 
saved  on  our  different  fields  of  labor. 

A  few  of  these  interesting  points  deserve  special  notice.  Coleraine  is  the 
most  marked.  The  church  there  has  enjoyed  a  revival-interest  continuously 
for  three  years.  During  the  past  year,  under  the  labors  of  Brother  Sander- 
son, the  work  has  been  greatly  intensified ;  one  hundred  and  thirty  or  one 
hundred  and  forty  souls  have  been  converted,  and  most  of  them  added  to  our 
church.  The  interest  has  pervaded  all  sections  of  the  town  and  all  classes 
of  society ;  many  valuable  men  are  among  its  number ;  it  embraces  seventy 
heads  of  families,  and  many  young  men.  This  work  has  been  carried  on 
without  extra  agencies.  The  pastor  and  members  have  held  meetings  in  the 
several  sections  of  the  town ;  have  labored  earnestly,  and  in  full  faith  that 
the  blessing  of  God  would  attend  their  efforts. 

An  equally  precious  revival  has  been  enjoyed  at  Belchertown,  under  the 
labors  of  Brother  C.  H.  Vinton.  This  town  is  antique  and  staid,  jogging 
along  in  the  old  ruts ;  but  our  cause  there  is  new.  Methodist  services  were 
commenced  by  Brother  Gordon  three  years  ago ;  a  beginning  was  made ; 
the  train  was  prepared ;  and  Brother  Vinton  has  touched  the  match  to  it, 
startling  the  quiet  sleepers  by  the  explosion.  One  hundred  persons  during 
the  year  have  united  with  the  Church  on  trial. 

This  work  has  been  effected  mostly  by  the  ordinary  means.  The  social 
meetings  have  been  a  power.  As  our  methods  were  somewhat  new  to  the 
people,  they  presented  peculiar  attractions,  and  proved  the  means  of  great 
good. 

In  Blandford  also,  a  religious  interest  prevails,  more  extensive,  perhaps, 
than  was  ever  before  known  in  the  town.  It  pervades  all  parts,  and  takes 
hold  on  all  classes  of  the  people.  More  than  a  hundred  have  been  con- 
verted during  the  winter.  The  work  began  in  a  single  heart,  —  that  of  the 
pastor,  Brother  Stevens,  —  and  has  spread  out  through  all  the  churches. 
Meetings  have  been  held  in  the  different  school-districts  nearly  every  even- 
ing through  the  winter.  A  handful  of  corn  was  cast  into  "  the  earth  upon 
the  top  of  the  mountains,  and  the  fruit  thereof  shakes  like  Lebanon." 
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In  Charlemont,  the  work  began  in  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association, 
and  has  prevailed  mostly  in  the  Congregational  and  Methodist  Churches. 
Something  like  a  hundred  have  been  saved  ;  forty  have  been  added  to  our 
own  church.  In  our  congregation,  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Brother  Gay- 
lord,  every  adult  regular  attendant  has  been  converted. 

At  Bondville,  under  the  labors  of  Brother  John  Cad  well,  some  seventy 
have  been  converted,  which  make  a  fine  addition  to  the  working  power  of 
that  young  society. 

But  time  would  fail  us  to  tell  of  the  deeds  of  other  valiant  men,  "  who 
through  faith  wrought  righteousness,  obtained  promises,  out  of  weakness 
were  made  strong,  waxed  valiant  in  fight,  and  turned  to  flight  the  armies  of 
the  aliens." 

The  camp-meeting  at  Hatfield  is  permanently  located  on  beautiful  grounds 
in  the  centre  of  our  valley,  and  has  been  attended  with  much  unction  and 
spiritual  power.  Our  last  gathering  was  considered  by  those  in  attendance 
the  best  that  has  occurred.  The  love-feast  on  Friday  evening  was  a  Pen- 
tecostal occasion.  Meetings  in  the  tents  were  continued  till  morning ;  and 
during  the  night  a  hundred  were  converted.  The  influence  of  the  meeting 
is  felt  through  the  whole  valley.  Not  only  our  own  people,  but  those  of  other 
communions,  attend,  and  go  home  to  kindle  watch-fires  on  plain  and  hill-side. 
Our  camp-meeting  is  not  an  occasion  of  recreation,  but  of  holy  influence  and 
power.    Let  those  who  doubt  come  and  see. 

Our  churches  are  steadily  and  rapidly  improving.  The  growth  in  num- 
bers has  been  indicated  above  ;  they  gain  in  other  directions  also ;  in  material 
strength,  and  in  the  character  of  our  membership.  Though  not  wealthy, 
they  are  no  longer  poor.  With  the  increase  of  worldly  goods  comes  the  dis- 
position to  use  their  money  in  the  support  of  the  cause  of  God.  The  minis- 
ters are  better  paid  and  a  greater  interest  felt  in  the  benevolent  operations 
of  the  church.  The  salaries  of  our  preachers  are  double  what  they  were  a 
few  years  ago.  Our  highest  salary  is  two  thousand  dollars,  and  we  have 
tweWe  charges  on  the  district  that  pay  over  one  thousand  dollars,  which, 
though  not  large,  as  compared  with  great  cities,  is  a  fine  improvement  on  the 
past,  and  a  good  augury  for  the  future. 

With  added  means,  the  church  finds  better  financial  talent  of  which  to 
make  stewards.  The  preachers,  though  still  having  much  to  do  with  the 
finances,  have  better  helps  than  formerly.  We  boast  of  a  noble  body  of  lay- 
men, who,  so  far  from  feeling  humiliated  by  their  position  in  our  ecclesiasti- 
cal system,  or  from  needing  official  place  to  enable  them  to  appreciate  the 
church  of  their  choice,  cherish  toward  her  an  ardent  attachment  originated 
at  the  altar  where  they  were  converted,  and  intensified  by  the  labors  in 
which  they  have  engaged  for  her  edification.  The  system  borne  so  gloriously 
through  a  hundred  years,  so  fraught  with  blessings,  so  full  of  power,  they 
accept  as  it  is,  basing  their  allegiance  on  no  anticipated  and  doubtful  modifi- 
cations of  our  economy. 

The  Sabbath-school  interest,  like  the  others,. flourishes ;  as  large  a^ number 
as  could  be  anticipated  attend.    In  most  places,  those  who  attend  Sabbath 
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school  are  found  also  in  the  public  congregation  to  listen  to  the  word 
preached. 

The  benevolent  collections  have  been  attended  to ;  most  of  them  have 
been  presented  by  the  preachers,  and  have  been  responded  to  by  the  people. 
Though  the  results  have  not  yet  been  ascertained,  I  think  they  will  not,  in 
consequence  of  pressure  in  business,  reach  quite  as  high  a  point  as  last  year. 

In  passing,  I  would  notice  that  we  have  two  or  three  building-enterprises 
under  way.  The  Pynchon-street  Church  are  making  arrangements  to  build 
a  neat  and  commodious  house  the  ensuing  summer.  A  lot  has  been  pur- 
chased for  a  site,  the  plans  have  been  secured,  and  some  further  preparation 
made  for  building.  » 

At  Holyoke,  an  embryo  city  of  the  Connecticut  Valley,  the  foundation  of 
a  church  has  been  laid,  and  the  work  has  ceased  for  the  want  of  means. 
That  the  place  is  important,  no  one  doubts  who  knows  the  facts  in  the  case. 
The  congregation  is  good,  but  is  made  up  mostly  of  transient  people,  few  of 
whom  have  means  to  expend  in  a  church  enterprise.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
Church  Aid  Society  will  allow  them  a  field  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Memorial  Church  at  Wilbraham  is  the  child  of  the  Conference. 
The  local  church  has  made  and  is  making  great  exertions  to  complete  the 
work  ;  but  it  will  not  be  able  alone  to  do  it.  The  walls  of  the  church  are 
mostly  erected,  and  now  it  is  hoped  the  Conference  will  devise  some  plan  by 
which  a  few  thousand  dollars  more  may  be  obtained  to  complete  the  enter- 
prise. 

In  glancing  at  our  general  field,  one  of  the  most  difficult  problems  that 
meets  us,  is  that  relating  to  the  small  rural  towns,  especially  those  in  the 
mountains.  The  population  is  small  and  decreasing ;  the  more  intelligent 
and  virtuous  class  have  in  many  cases  emigrated  ;  the  vacuum,  so  far  as  filled 
at  all,  is  filled  by  foreigners,  mostly  Roman  Catholics.  In  many  cases,  not 
enough  Protestant  strength  remains  to  support  one  meeting ;  and  yet  that 
Protestant  strength  is  divided  into  a  half-dozen  sections,  represented  by  the 
different  denominations,  all  anxious  to  live.  How  to  support  the  gospel  in 
those  localities,  and  to  prevent  heathenism  at  our  doors,  is  a  problem  as  dif- 
ficult of  solution  as  that  relating  to  the  poor  of  our  large  cities. 

To  meet  the  case,  union  societies  have  been  proposed.  This  plan  has 
been  tried  within  Springfield  District,  and  exhibits  in  its  practical  workings 
two  difficulties.  The  union  is  almost  inevitably  operated  in  the  interest  of 
some  one  denomination ;  and  the  churches  ultimately  slide  into  Congrega- 
tional Churches,  as  there  are  generally  more  of  the  operators  of  that  faith. 
The  other  objection  is,  that  the  peculiar  methods  of  working  that  have  been 
found  so  useful  in  the  different  sects  are  suppressed,  and  a  sort  of  negative 
machinery  of  very  little  utility  employed. 

On  the  whole,  we  see  no  plan  for  cultivating  these  fields  better  than  that 
of  our  itinerancy ;  reaching  them  when  we  can  from  other  churches  by  lay 
influence,  and,  where  too  remote  for  this,  by  joining  several  together. 

The  Wesleyan  Academy  continues  to  prosper  as  in  former  days.  The  1 
school  has  been  very  full  and  orderly.    The  work  seems  to  be  well  system- 
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atized,  and  the  machinery  to  be  operated  with  efficiency.  The  premises  are 
kept  in  fine  order,  and  the  affairs  of  the  institution  administered  with 
economy. 

In  conclusion,  I  am  not  able  to  refrain  from  expressing  the  sense  of  grati- 
tude I  feel  for  the  uniform  courtesy  and  kindness  of  the  preachers  and  the 
people  of  the  district,  and  for  the  pleasant  relations  that  have  existed  be- 
tween us  the  past  year. 

D.  Sherman,  Presiding  Elder. 


SPECIAL  RESOLUTIONS. 

CHURCH  EXTENSION. 

Resolved,  That  the  Church-Extension  Society  of  the  Methodist-Episcopal 
Church,  having  been  organized  by  direction  of  the  General  Conference,  and 
being  now  called  in  the  providence  of  God  to  a  most  important  work,  espe- 
cially in  the  South  and  West,  —  a  work  involving  most  deeply  the  interests  of 
the  Church  and  country,  —  is  entitled  to  and  shall  receive  the  cordial  sympa- 
thy and  earnest  co-operation  of  this  Conference. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  use  our  utmost  diligence  to  secure  for  this  society, 
the  amount  asked  of  this  Conference  for  its  important  work  ($3,000.00) ; 
and  that,  in  order  thereto,  the  said  amount  shall  be  apportioned,  for  collec- 
tion, to  the  several  charges,  and  the  sums  collected  shall  be  reported  at  our 
next  session,  the  same  as  in  the  case  of  missionary  collections. 

Resolved,  That  so  long  as  our  Church- Aid  Society  is  continued  we  will 
forego  all  claims  upon  the  funds  of  the  Church-Extension  Society. 

Resolved,  That  a  Board  of  Church  Extension  be  appointed,  consisting  of 
Lee  Clanin,  President ;  Rev.  G.  Haven,  Vice  president ;  Rev.  W.  R.  Clark, 
Corresponding  Secretary;  Rev.  S.  F.  Upham,  Recording  Secretary;  J.  P. 
Magee,  Treasurer ;  Pliny  Mckerson,  E.  F.  Porter,  Isaac  Rich,  E.  H.  Dunn, 
Rev.  A.  McKeown,  Rev.  L.  R.  S.  Brewster,  Rev.  Wm.  Mullan,  and  T.  P. 
Richardson,  Managers ;  who  shall  have  charge  of  the  interests  of  Church 
Extension  within  the  bounds  of  this  Conference,  under  the  direction  of  the 
parent  board. 


Resolved,  That  we  respectfully  present  to  the  ensuing  General  Conference, 
the  name  of  Rev.  William  Butler,  D.D.,  as  a  man  eminently  fitted  to  fill  the 
position  of  a  Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist-Episco- 
pal Church. 

YOUNG  MEN'S  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATIONS. 

Believing  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  a  grand  and  providen- 
tial organization  in  which  all  Evangelical  Churches  may  unite  in  a  mighty 
campaign  against  the  growing  forces  of  Romanism,  and  sin  in  general; 
therefore  — 

Resolved,  That  as  a  Conference  and  Church  we  will  continue  to  contrib- 
ute our  proportion  of  influence  to  sustain  this  powerful  agency  for  evan- 
gelizing the  jnations  to  Christ. 

PHILIP  PHILLIPS. 

Resolved,  That  we  hereby  tender  our  hearty  thanks  to.  Philip  Phillips,  for 
the  rare  entertainment  afforded  us  by  his  sacred  concert,  on  Saturday  even- 
ing last,  and  for  his  generous  donation  to  our  Preachers'  Aid  Society,  —  one- 
half  the  net  proceeds  ($121.00). 
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Resolved,  That  we  hail  with  lively  satisfaction  the  labors  of  this  beloved 
brother  in  behalf  of  church  psalmody,  as  tending  to  re-awaken  in  our  con- 
gregation the  primitive  spirit  of  Methodism  voiced  in  the  chant  of  David, 
"  Let  all  the  people  praise  Thee." 

COMMITTEES  OF  EXAMINATION. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  inserted  in  the  Minutes,  that  the  Committees  of  Ex- 
amination will  meet  next  year,  and  hereafter  (unless  otherwise  ordered),  in 
the  church  where  the  Conference  is  to  hold  its  session,  at  ten  o'clock,  a.m., 
on  the  day  previous  to  the  first  day  of  said  session. 

TRANSFERS. 

Resolved,  That  we  heartily  approve  of  the  introduction  of  our  ministerial 
brethren  of  color  into  this  Conference,  and  their  appointment  to  our  stations, 
whenever  recommended  or  invited  by  our  Quarterly  Conferences. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  do  all  in  our  power  to  hasten  this  glorious  end. 


MEMOIRS. 


REV.  EBENEZER  FRANCIS  NEWELL 

Was  born  in  Brookfield,  Mass.,  Sept.  1,  1775,  and  died  in  Johnson- 
ville,  S.C.,  March  8,  1867,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-one  years,  six 
months,  and  eight  days.  He  was  converted  Jan.  19,  1800,  and  united 
with  the  church  at  St.  Stephen's,  N.B,  June  29,  the  same  year.  His 
license  to  preach  was  given  March  23,  1806,  at  Loudon,  N.H.,  Rev.  John 
Broadhead,  presiding  elder.  Bishop  Asbury  ordained  him  deacon,  June  17, 
1809,  at  Monmouth,  Me.;  and  he  was  ordained  elder,  June  24,  1811,  by 
Bishop  McKendree,  at  Barnard,  Vt.  Beginning  to  preach  on  Pembroke 
Circuit,  N.H.,  from  the  date  of  his  license,  and  to  travel  Centre-Harbor 
Circuit,  N.H.,  the  June  following,  he  prosecuted  his  life-work  when  all  of  his 
early  contemporaries  had  crossed  the  flood.  His  "  name  is  as  ointment 
poured  forth."  The  pen  falters  that  begins  a  conference  memoir  of  one 
whose  memory  can  never  die. 

Father  Newell  first  married  Fanny  Butterfield,  at  Sidney,  Me.,  Oct. 
21,  1810,  whose  memoir,  passing  through  four  editions,  by  aid  of  the  late  Rev. 
Orange  Scott,  had  been  read  by  thousands  ere  his  own  autobiography  was 
issued  by  the  late  Rev.  Charles  W.  Ainsworth,  in  1846-47.  These  books, 
fraught  with  spiritual  instruction,  furnished  the  church  a  faithful  record  of  the 
success  of  his  ministry,  first  in  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  and  Vermont,  in 
company  with  Fanny  Newell,  and  afterwards  in  Central  Massachusetts.  He 
married  second,  at  Brookfield,  Mass.,  Feb.  14,  1826,  Mrs.  Polly  Blanchard, 
and  was  transferred  from  the  Maine  Conference  to  this,  in  1831;  when  he 
established  his  home  at  Brookfield,  where  it  continued  until  her  decease  in 
1852. 
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He  located  in  1819,  on  account  of  the  impaired  health  of  his  first  wife,  but 
re-entered  Conference  in  1821.  He  was  supernumerary  one  year,  1825, 
laboring  for  the  benefit  of  the  Maine  Wesleyan  Seminary.  He  superannuated 
in  1842.  While  effective  in  Massachusetts,  he  preached  from  Marlborough 
to  Monson,  and  from  Uxbridge  to  Lunenburg.  From  1842  to  1847,  he 
prosecuted  his  labors  in  the  vicinity  of  Brookfield,  and  northerly  to  Royal- 
ston.  He  first  visited  South  Carolina  in  1847,  travelling  home  with  horse 
and  carriage  the  next  year  in  season  to  be  present  at  Conference. 

After  1852,  he  devoted  himself  with  untiring  preseverance  to  visiting 
churches,  being  welcomed  everywhere.  Children  and  grand-children  of 
early  converts,  and  numerous  relatives,  rose  up  before  him  in  reverence ;  and 
in  places  where  he  had  never  come  till  invited  by  ministers  now  in  charge,  he 
was,  if  possible,  received  with  greater  favor  even  than  by  those  who  had 
before  profited  under  his  ministry.  He  returned  from  a  second  tour  South, 
in  August,  1856,  to  the  house  of  his  then  just  departed  presiding  elder,  Rev. 
J.  D.  Bridge,  Wilbraham.  His  third  return  was  compelled  on  the  breaking- 
out  of  the  Rebellion;  but  he  again  went  thither  in  the  spring  of  1866,  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  a  freedman's  school,  whence,  from  the  home  of  his 
only  son,  he  was  transferred  to  the  host  above,  long  awaiting  his  coming.  His 
grave  is  with  that  of  his  only  daughter,  who  had  accompanied  him  on  his 
first  visit  to  the  South.  Rev.  W.  W.  Mood  preached  on  the  occasion  of  his 
funeral  from  the  words,  "  Thy  brother  shall  live  again." 

"  I  promised  the  Lord,"  he  once  said,  "  at  the  commencement  of  my 
ministry,  that  I  would  not  disappoint  a  congregation  so  numerous  as  the  souls 
that  went  with  Noah  into  the  ark  ;  and  through  goodness  I  have  kept  my 
promise."  With  this  purpose  ever  in'  mind,  he  was  able  always  to  'dis- 
course felicitously  and  to  edification.  In  his  later  years,  therefore,  were  he 
present,  we  said,  "  Days  should  speak,"  and  in  the  multitude  of  his  years  he 
taught  wisdom. 

"  I  have  always  proposed  to  pray  in  the  family  visited,"  he  said  further, 
"  and  thus  I  leave  with  it  the  responsibility  of  a  refusal  of  the  opportunity." 
Rarely  would  he  remain  half  an  hour  in  a  house  without  praying  audibly. 
These  prayers  were  brief,  and  expressive  of  immediate  needs. 

"  I  am  in  no  hurry  to  go,  brother,"  he  quickly  responded  in  one  of  our 
latest  conferences,  to  an  intimation  by  a  bishop  that  he  might  soon  depart  to 
heaven.  "  Heaven  had  come  down  his  soul  to  greet;"  he  had  found  glory 
begun  below ;  and  loving  most  dearly  the  conference  with  whom  he  waited, 
the  Christian  society  which  everywhere  welcomed  him,  and  the  souls  of 
perishing  sinners,  he  was  content,  "in  age  and  feebleness  extreme,"  to  live 
for  Christ,  though  to  die  were  far  better. 

Greatness  has  been  for  years  lost  from  sight  in  an  estimate  of  our  venerable 
father.  But,  in  a  word,  he  was  pre-eminently  good,  genial,  quiet,  blessed, 
blessing ;  and,  now  that  he  is  not  upon  earth,  our  interest  is  to  observe  the 
Elisha  upon  whom  may  have  fallen  this  Elijah's  mantle. 


69 


REV.  STEPHEN  PUFFER 

Died  in  Lunenburg,  Mass.,  April  23, 186 7,  aged  seventy-one  years.  Father 
Puffer  was  born  in  Westminster  in  this  State,  in  February,  1796.  He  was 
converted  when  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  soon  became  a  member  of  the 
M.  E.  Church.  After  a  severe  struggle  of  mind  as  to  what  was  his  duty,  he 
was  licensed  to  preach;  and  in  1823  he  was  received  into  the  N.  E.  Con- 
ference on  trial,  and  was  stationed  on  Scituate  Circuit.  Here  he  labored 
successfully  for  one  year;  and,  his  health  failing,  he  was  discontinued  at  the 
next  Conference  at  his  own  request.  In  1826,  he  was  again  admitted  to  the 
Conference  on  trial,  and  was  ordained  deacon  in  1827.  He  was  stationed  at 
Fall  River  in  1828,  and  at  Newport  in  1829.  In  1830,  he  received  a  super- 
annuated relation  to  the  Conference,  and  up  to  his  death  remained  in  that 
relation.  He  resided  in  Hingham  and  the  vicinity  for  some  time,  and 
preached  as  his  strength  would  permit.  He  was  much  beloved,  and  did  much 
to  build  up  the  church  in  places  where  they  were  not  able  to  support  a 
stationed  preacher.  He  engaged  in  such  business  as  afforded  him  a  support, 
and  preached  and  labored  all  his  strength  would  allow  without  hope  of 
pecuniary  reward,  and  often  contributed  liberally  out  of  his  own  means  to 
help  the  cause  he  loved.  Many  who  have  been  blessed  by  his  labors  and 
benefactions  still  cherish  his  memory  with  the  most  pleasing  recollections. 

When  the  N.  E.  Conference  was  divided,  in  1840,  he  fell  into  the  territory 
embraced  in  the  Providence  Conference.  Some  six  years  since,  he  was 
transferred  to  the  N,  E.  Conference,  and  from  that  time  till  his  death, 
resided  in  Lunenburg,  and  in  that  vicinity  did  all  he  could  to  promote  his 
Master's  cause.  During  the  recent  extensive  revival  in  Fitchburg,  he 
rendered  much  valuable  service.  He  was  always  connected  with  the  Sabbath 
school,  and  took  a  lively  interest  in  its  welfare.  He  was  the  leader  of  a 
large  class  of  young  converts,  composed  mostly  of  youth  of  the  Sabbath 
school,  which  he  met  weekly,  while  able.  These  youths  are  now  nearly  all 
members  of  the  church,  and  feel  much  indebted  to  him  for  his  instruction. 

For  the  last  eight  months,  and  previous  to  his  death,  his  health  had  become 
so  much  impaired,  that  he  could  do  but  little  but  to  suffer  for  Christ,  and  pray 
for  the  prosperity  of  his  cause.  He  was  always  cheerful  and  happy,  willing 
to  live,  and  ready  to  die. 

Brother  Puffer  was  verily  a  good  man,  —  a  very  sweet  and  useful  preacher. 
He  was  always  benevolent.  Many  will  miss  his  charities.  He  has  left 
several  thousand  dollars  in  various  gifts  to  the  church  of  his  choice.  He  has 
left  a  widowed  companion  to  mourn  his  loss,  with  whom  he  had  lived  for  more 
than  fifty  years.  She  did  all  that  kindness  and  affection  could  to  make  him 
comfortable  ;  and  often  cheered  him  by  encouraging  words,  and  speaking  of 
their  re-union  in  heaven,  where  sickness  and  death  will  never  come.  ' 

No  man  was  more  highly  esteemed  by  the  community,  or  dearly  loved  by 
the  church,  than  Father  Puffer.  But  he  has  gone :  still  his  works  remain. 
The  laborers  fall,  but  the  work  goes  on. 
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REV.  OLIVER  S.  HOWE. 

« 

A  character  like  that  of  Oliver  S.  Howe  admits  of  no  adequate  statistical 
estimate.  Here,  therefore,  it  is  fitting  that  the  record  be  brief.  Born  in 
Lynn,  Sept.  6,  1824  ;  assured  of  his  acceptance  as  a  child  of  God  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1840  ;  in  1847  and  1848  a  student  in  the  Wesleyan  Academy  at  Wil- 
braham,  then  for  about  a  year  an  assistant  Teacher  in  the  same  institution  ; 
licensed  to  preach  Sept.  14,  1849  ;  in  1850  stationed  under  the  presiding  el- 
der at  Danvers ;  admitted  to  the  New-England  Conference  in  1851 ;  appointed 
to  the  following  fields,  of  labor,  —  in  1851,  at  Ballardvale;  in  1852,  at  South 
Wilbraham ;  in  1853,  1854,  1855,  and  1856,  as  a  Teacher  at  Wilbraham;  in 
1857,  at  Union  Street,  Springfield  ;  in  1858,  at  Maple  Street,  Lynn  ;  in  1859 
and  1860,  at  Somerville ;  in  1861  and  1862,  at  Weston,  —  superannuated 
on  account  of  the  failure  of  his  health  in  1863  ;  died  in  Christian  triumph  in 
Wilbraham,  April  7,  1867. 

The  life  of  this  dear  brother  finely  illustrates  the  practical  wisdom  of  moral 
worthiness.  Embarrassed  always  by  physical  weakness  and  constitutional 
tendency  to  disease,  those  forms  of  success  which  require  protracted  effort 
have  to  but  a  limited  extent  been  possible  to  him.  Indeed,  from  a  worldly 
view,  his  life  may  seem  almost  a  failure.  He  has  performed  no  such  deeds  as 
the  world  calls  great ;  and  he  has  left  behind  him  no  such  monuments  of  his 
power  as  are  usually  deemed  essential  to  perpetuate  one's  name  among  men. 
Yet  who  that  knew  Oliver  S.  Howe  will  hesitate  to  affirm  that  his  life  has 
been  a  glorious  success  ?  True,  so  far  as  appears,  from  the  first,  to  his  con- 
sciousness of  right,  he  early  found  Christ  as  his  Saviour  and  friend,  and 
through  him  so  learned  to  love  the  right,  that  duty  became  to  him  henceforth 
a  chief  pleasure.  To  this  sympathy  with  the  good  and  the  true  are  traceable, 
in  no  small  degree,  the  fine  development  and  discipline  of  his  own  mind  and 
character.  It  smoothed  away  the  frictions  of  life,  and  imparted  to  that  which 
had  otherwise  been  but  toilsome  drudgery  the  charm  of  a  fine  art ;  and  it  thus 
enabled  him  to  make  the  most  of  his  limited  opportunities  for  culture,  and 
gave  him  that  knowledge  of  his  own  heart,  and  that  complete  command  of 
his  own  powers,  which  specially  distinguished  him,  and  made  always  a  valued 
friend,  and  everywhere  an  efficient  worker.  As  under  the  influence  of  genial 
suns  and  gentle  showers,  life  and  beauty  and  wealth  leap  forth  from  the 
earth,  so,  warmed  into  life  by  faith  and  love,  the  faculties  of  our  brother's 
mind  seemed  spontaneously  to  spring  into  joyous  and  healthful  activity  in 
the  pursuit  of  whatever  calling  Providence  offered  to  him.  Unbounded  faith 
in  the  wisdom  and  love  of  God,  and  in  the  possibilities  of  man  by  grace,  and 
love  to  both  as  the  ruling  passion  of  his  life,  lifted  him  above  the  world,  and 
made  him  strong  in  his  weakness,  cheerful  in  his  distresses,  triumphant  in 
his  disappointments,  and  his  whole  life  a  victory  and  a  benefaction. 

As  a  teacher  in  our  academy,  Brother  H.  was  greatly  beloved  and  re- 
spected. His  ardent  love  of  truth,  the  minute  thoroughness  with  which  he 
himself  mastered  the  studies  of  his  department,  the  uniform  neatness  and 
clearness  of  his  style  of  thought  and  expression,  and,  most  of  all,  a  genial 
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enthusiasm,  which  brought  his  pupils  at  once  into  sympathy  with  his  own 
mind,  admirably  qualified  him  for  the  work  of  an  instructor. 

The  same  qualities  of  mind  and  heart  made  him  also,  during  the  years  of 
his  active  ministerial  life,  always  an  instructive,  useful,  and  highly  acceptable 
Christian  pastor  and  teacher. 

But  never  did  the  Christian  manhood  of  Brother  Howe  appear  in  greater 
beauty  and  strength  than  during  the  years  of  his  disability  for  professional 
work.  Though  an  invalid  and  a  sufferer,  rather  than  be  dependent,  he 
cheerfully  gave  his  wasting  energies  to  business-pursuits.  Gracefully  had  he 
worn  the  honors  of  active  professional  life  in  his  Master's  service ;  gracefully 
he  laid  them  aside  at  the  Master's  bidding.  But,  in  doing  this,  he  laid  not 
aside  the  elements  of  his  power  as  a  Christian  minister.  In  the  performance 
of  his  last  work,  that  of  book-keeper  in  the  VVesleyan  Academy,  he  preached 
daily  to  the  hundreds  of  young  perspns  about  him,  by  his  pure,  noble,  unself- 
ish Christian  life ;  commanding  ever  the  same  unqualified  respect  and  confi- 
dence which  had  attended  his  ministrations  in  the  pulpit. 
•  When  at  length  compelled  to  desist  from  work,  he  was  still  a  victor 
through  abounding  grace.  He  carried  with  him  the  kingdom  of  God 
to  his  sick  room,  and  there  for  long  months  endured  with  Christian  for- 
titude the  pain  and  weariness  of  slow  decline.  He  had  but  little  of  worldly 
goods ;  yet  he  was  not  poor.  Preciously  was  the  divine  promise  verified  to 
him  in  respect  to  temporal,  as  well  as  spiritual  support.  He  was  rich  in  that 
faith  in  God  which  had  never  failed  him,  and  in  friends  who  loved  him  as  a 
brother,  and  felt  it  to  be  a  privilege  to  make  him  a  sharer  with  them  ;  and, 
to  the  last,  he,  too,  feeling  it  to  be  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive, 
claimed  a  brother's  right  of  all  which  he  received  to  give  back  the  Lord's 
tithe  into  his  treasury.  In  passing  triumphantly  to  his  reward,  he  has  left  to 
his  excellent  wife  and  his  two  promising  sons,  not  the  gold  that  perishes,  but 
that  which  is  better,  the  legacy  of  precious  memories,  of  a  good  name  among 
men,  of  prayers  that  have  reached  the  ear  of  Heaven,  evermore  during  that 
pilgrimage  to  call  down  blessings  upon  them,  of  a  bright  example  of  Christian 
faithfulness,  and  of  pure  affections,  to  be  their  solace  during  the  period  of 
their  separation,  and  the  bond  of  their  re-union  in  the  life  above. 
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SCHEDULE   NO.  1. 

STATISTICS  OF  BOSTON  DISTRICT,  NEW-ENGLAND  CONFERENCE,  FOR  1868. 


NUMBERS.    B APT  SMS.     CH.  PROPERTY 


STATIONS. 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Boston,  Hanover  Street 
Do.  Eromfield  St.  . 
Church  Street  . 
Grace  Church  . 
Tromont  St.  . . 
Meridian  St.  . . 

Saratoga  St  

Centenary  Ch.. 
Dorchester  St. 

Warren  St  

City  Mission . . . 
Revere  Street. 
Chelsea,  Walnut  Street 
Do.   Mt.  Bellingham 

Winthrop  

Jamaica  Plain  

Hyde  Park  

Dorchester  

Neponset  

Quincy  Point  

Dedham  

South  Walpole  

Newton  Corner  

Newton  Upper  Falls.. . 

Newtonville  

Needham  &  Newton  l 

Lower  Falls   ) 

Natick,  2d  Church  

Saxonville  

Cocliituate  

Holliston  

Auburndale  

Watertown  

Waltham  

Weston  

Hopkinton  

Milford  

West  Medway  

Mendon  

Westbo  rough  

Marlborough  

Bock  Bottom  

Hudson  

Sudbury   

Assabet  


lie. 

102 

:;i 
210 

26 

82 
220 

51) 
125 
170 

00 

40 

01 
120 

72  1 

95.. 

44  2 

211.. 


23 


9~ 


$75,000 
75,000 
30,000 
75,000 

100,000 
25,000 
30,000 
8,400 
14,000 
15,000 


3,000 
25,000 
22,000 

1,500 


§k 

a 

S 

z 

S3  01 

'J. 

u 

a 

rH 

Fa  S3 

1 

$7,000 

1 

8,000 

1 

15,000 

1 

12,000 

1 

6,000 

3,400 


9,500 
4,000 
4,100 
4,000 
4,500 
15,000 
10,000 
25,000 


5,000 
8,000 
1,100 
7,000 
10,000 
10,000 
15,000 
2,500 
7,000 
9,000 
3,500 
3,000 
8,000 
6,000 
5.000 
15,000 
3,500 


Totals   6158  65  753  36  267    440 '  39  693,600  19   81,100  47,1124  8890:22,603  9087  52,480  52,771.00 


2,000 
2,000 


SAB.  SCHOOLS.  PREACH.  SUPPORT. 


1,500 


2,500 


5,000 
1,000 
1,700 
2,500 


1,800 
1,500 


1,200 


250 
280 
334 
75 
02 
100 
190 
60 
127 
97 
96 

1 

114 

130 

140 
120 
130 
275 
101 
150 
240 

48 
200 
250 
105 

55 
132 
160 

84 
230 

85 
100 


>3 


1.200  $400 

178 

950 

680 
1,244 
1,000 
1,073 

435 

250 
1,250 


2  2 


300 
950 
796 
250 
300 
300 
600 
291 
500 
400 
400 
408 
500 
553 

100 

300 
400 
285 
500 
170 
1,000 
400 
500 
800 
700 
500 
200 
580 
370 
431 
400 


SOO 

700 
1000 

350 
330 
358 
300 
500 

300 
300 


$2,100 
2,800 
1,800 
2,200 
3,500 
2,100 
1,500 
1,630 
1,800 
2,100 
1,750 
600 
1,900 
1,500 


200 


150 


STATISTICS  OF  LYNN  DISTRICT,  NEW-ENGLAND  CONFERENCE,  FOR  1868. 


Lynn,  Common  Street. 

Do.    St.  Paul's  

Do.    South  Street  

Do.    Maple  Street  

Do.    Boston  Street .. . 

Swampscott. . .  *  

CliarleVi'u,  Trinity  Ch. 
Do.   Union  Church  . . 

Somerville   

Cambridge,  East  

Do.      Harvard  St. 

Lowell,  St.  Paul's  

Do.  Worthen  Street 
Do.    Central  Church 

Woburn   

Stoneham.  

Beading  &  S.  Beading 

Maiden  


377,  7 
229  3 
175  3 
127.. 
240  2 

78  .. 
322  1 
248  4 

78  1 
180,  4 
234  7 
653|  3 
305  6 
330!  5 
170'  1 

50 

65  1 

185:  2 


8 
1 

1  5 
4  -10 


..  12 
2  24 
1  


I  $25,000 

II  20,000 


8,500 
2,000 
15,000 
10,000 
85,000 
40,000 
14.000 
12,000 
30,000 
20,000 
15,000 
20,000 
18,000 


15  000 


$6,000 
2,500 
5,000 
1,800 
2,500 


4,000 
5,000 


1 

73 

482 

900 

$500 

$2,000 

$2,000.00 

1 

31 

280 

900 

400 

1,600 

1,600.00 

2 

30 

200 

800 

150 

1,000 

1,000.00 

1 

24 

225 

750 

150 

900 

900.00 

2 

45 

251 

340 

300 

1,500 

1,714.00 

1 

20 

150 

350 

150 

1,000 

1,000.00 

2 

73 

553 

1,037 

250 

2,000 

2,000  00 

1 

37 

244 

769 

250 

2,000 

2,000  00 

1 

27 

213 

750 

200 

1,100 

1,100.00 

1 

36 

230 

925 

300 

1,500 

1,500.00 

1 

46 

325 

801 

500 

2,500 

2,500  00 

3 

68 

715 

850 

1,800 

1,800.00 

1 

54 

542 

625 

'366 

1,800 

1,800.00 

1 

33 

250 

500 

300 

1,800 

1,800.00 

1 

31 

240 

500 

250 

1,200 

1,200.00 

1 

16 

110 

428 

600 

600.00 

2 

27 

126 

540 

'166 

800 

800.00 

1 

32 

218 

900 

282 

1,500 

1,500.00 

73 


STATISTICS  OF  LYNN  DISTRICT,  NEW-ENGLAND  CONFERENCE,  FOR  1868 -Continued. 


Maplewood  

Melrose   

Medford  

East  Saugus  

Cliftondale  ..  

Salem  

Beverly  

Marblehead  

South  Danvers  

Hamilton  

Ipswich  

Newburyport,  First  Ch 

Do.      Purchase  St 

Byfield  

Gloucester,  Kim  Street 

Do.  Riverdale.. 

Rockport  

Topsfield  

North  Andover  

Ballardvale   

Groveland   


NUMBERS.    BAPT'SMS     CH.  PROPERTY.      SAD.  SCHOOLS.  PltliACII.  SUPPORT. 


2  57 
,.  15 
1  2 

3  30 


5  13 

I  20 

II  12 
.  24 


1  19 
.  75 
.  11 
.  5 
.  7 


16 


0) 

2  . 

(35  0) 

.O  3 


$4,000 


7,000 
12,000 


15,000 


15,000 
10,000 


15,700 
18,000 
4,000 
2,000 
9.000 
4,000 
9,000 
8,000 
3,000 
4,000 
5,000 


$1,200 


2,000 
2,000 


1,500 
1,500 


5,500 
2,500 


1,500 
1,400 


■/j|OH 


1  24 


1  20 
1  31 
1  24 


I  39 

II  20 
1  15 
1  lft 

I  45 

II  24 
1  15 

I  17 

II  18 
l1  15 
1  8 


350  . . . 

600 
450  $220 


700 
550 
700 
275 
700 
300 


685  150 


100  125 
300 
531 
450 
350 
300 
450 
440 
450 


2  3 


$450 


1,100 

1,025 
700 

1,300 
800 
850 

1,000 


1,050 
'*500 


400 
150 
144 
100 


1,400 
750 

1,000 
700 
900 


80  650 


STATISTICS  OF  WORCESTER  DISTRICT,  NEW-ENGLAND  CONFERENCE,  FOR  3868. 


Worcester,  Park  Street 
Do.  Laurel  Street 
Do.  Main  Street. 
Do.    Webster  Sq. . 

Shrewsbury  

New-England  Village. 

Millbury  

East  Douglas  

Whitinsville  

Leicester  

Cherry  Valley  

Oxford  

Webster  

Dudley  

Southbridge  

Charlton  

Spencer  

Brookfield  

East  Brookfield  

West  Brookfield  

North  Brookfield  

Warren  

Monson  

Wales  

Athol  Depot  

South  Koyalston  

Phillipston  

Ware  

Hardwick  

Barre   

Hubbardston  

East  Templeton  

Winchendon  

Anhburnham  

Fitchburg  

Leominster  

Lunenburg   

Townsend  

East  Pepperell  

Clinton   

Oakdale  

Frinceton  

Oakham  and  Rutland. . 


400 
135.. 
213  1 


40  .. 

25.. 

82:  1 


1131.. 
171  1 
70  1 
167  2 
180  4 


232 
151 

51 

67 

28 

111  1 

143 
65 


Totals   4208,64  484  26  271 


$2,000 
10,000 


7,000 
3,500 
4,000 
1,500 


3,000 
25,000 
23,000 
3,000 
4,000 
3,500 
5,000 
12,000 


2,850 
4,000 
5,000 
7,000 
1,500 
8,000 
2,000 
1,000 
4,000 


6,000 
6,000 
3,500 
3,000 
2,500 
5,000 
6,000 
2,000 
2,000 


5,000 
0,000 
5,000 
4,000 


33  37  197,850  16 


$2,700 


1,200 


1,000 
1,500 


1,200 


2,000 


1,500 
2,500 


1,500 
1,500 


1,200 
1,000 


2,500 
1,200 


1.500 
1,000 


738  $350 


800 
375 
309 
500 
276 
300 
400 
494 
150 
300 
300 
400 
339 
350 
350 
500 


422 
300 
250 
455 
100 
350 
300 
300 
150 
250 


350 
480 
680 
5oo 
678 

500 
700 
200 
500 
400 
550 
400 
400 


24,000  41710  5556  16,276  3910  30,404  32,104.65 


120 


$1,800 
1,200 
1,800 
800 
800 
600 
700 


74 , 

STATISTICS  OF  SPRINGFIELD  DISTRICT,  NEW-ENGLAND  CONFERENCE,  FOR  1868. 


STATIONS. 


Springfield,  Union  St. . 
"  Pynchon  St 
"  Florence  St. 
"       Central  Ch.. 

East  Longmeadow  

South  Wilbraham  

Wilbraham  

Ludlow  » .. 

Chlcopee  

Chicopee  Falls  

Holyoke  &  S.  Hadley  ) 

Falls  | 

F'ding  Hills  &  Agawam 

Southwick  

Westfield  

Westfield,  W.  Parish 
Blanford  &  N.  Blanford 

Chester.  

South  Worthington  . . . 

Montgomery  , 

Southampton  , 

Northampton   , 

Easthampton  , 

Williamsburg  , 

Charlemont  , 

Heath  and  Howe  

Coleraine   , 

Buckland  

Shelburne  Falls  , 

Greenfield  

S.  Deerfield  &  Conway 

Bernard  ston   

Gill  and  Northfield 
Lock's  Village  and  ) 

N.  New  Salem  ) 

North  Prescott  

So.  Athol  &  No.  Dana. 

Palmer   

Belchertown  

Bond's  Village  

Pelham  

Enfield  

Amherst  

North  Amherst  

Leyden   


Total 


51 
54 

342 
25 

128 
70 
38 
36 

10.°, 

134 
106 

67 
43 
186 
54 
47 
75 
07 
69 
54 

34 
45 

02 

120 
57 
30 

118 
30 
23 

40 

59 
3821 


_2  ~ 


078 


BAPT'SMS.     CH.  PROPERTY. 


3 
8 

320 


$20,000 
18,000 
15,000 


4,000 
4,200 
15,000 
5,000 
10,000 
10,000 

1,000 

5,500 
2,000 

20,000 
600 
4,000 
1,500 
3,000 
4,000 
3,000 
8,000 

10,000 
5,000 
2,500 


4,000 
2,100 
10,000 
2,500 
3,500 
1.200 
1,500 

700 

1,000 
600 
4,000 


3,000 
2,500 


1,500 
2,000 


217,400 


5,000 
1,200 
1,800 
2,500 
600 
2,000 


1,200 
1,000 
700 


2,700 


1,500 
600 


1,500 


800 
300 
1,000 


1,000 


800 
1,200 


1,000 


31,500 


SAB.  SCHOOLS. 


PREACH.  SUPPORT. 


Schools. 

Officers  & 
Teachers. 

Scholars. 

Vols,  in 
Library. 

Rent. 

Whole 
Estimate. 

Total 
Receipts. 

1 

44 

325 

850 

$200 

$1,200 

$1,200.00 

1 

57 

368 

875 

350 

1,800 

1,800.00 

1 

23 

180 

750 

125 

i'ooo 

1,000.00 

1 

24 

236 

414 

300 

1/400 

1,400.00 

1 

9 

50 

450 

75 

575 

645.00 

1 

11 

60 

600 

100 

720 

720.00 

1 

16 

120 

500 

1,200 

*600.00 

1 

14 

90 

300 

60 

'750 

850.00 

1 

22 

154 

469 

200 

1,400 

1,400.00 

1 

11 

74 

300 

84 

750 

750.00 

1 

20 

180 

400 

120 

1,000 

1,000.00 

1 

8 

45 

400 

50 

400 

382.00 

1 

13 

80 

200 

35 

600 

525.00 

1 

47 

335 

617 

200 

1,700 

1,700.00 

1 

7 

40 

200 
600 

440.00 

1 

15 

100 

80 

600 

600.00 

1 

12 

95 

460 

75 

700 

700.00 

1 

12 

97 

300 

50 

700 

720.00 

1 

13 

80 

146 

1 

15 

70 

250 

75 

650 

650.00 

1 

18 

147 

250 

200 

1,050 

1,150.00 

1 

26 

180 

610 

125 

1,000 

1,000.00 

1 

17 

125 

330 

75 

850 

850.00 

1 

16 

75 

500 

60 

600 

625.00 

1 

12 

80 

200 

500 

415.00 

2 

28 

200 

500 

55 

600 

1,000.00 

1 

10 

90 

200 

40 

500 

500.00 

1 

14 

75 

100 

150 

800 

900.00 

1 

15 

85 

250 

300 

1,500 

1,500.00 

1 

10 

45 

200 

65 

900 

731.19 

o 

12 

75 

200 

3 

20 

90 

250 

50 

500 

500.00 

1 

7 

30 

200 

1 

10 

65 

200 

40 

400 

400.00 

1 

8 

50 

350 

18 

275 

400.00 

1 

16 

140 

350 

100 

700 

850.00 

1 

13 

75 

292 

65 

700 

700.00 

1 

10 

60 

250 

50 

550 

550.00 

1 

12 

120 

400 

75 

700 

700.00 

1 

7 

35 

270 

70 

600 

580.00 

1 

13 

33 

400 

535 

t535.00 

1 

8 

55 

250 

1 

47 

11 

100 

100 

75 

800 

706 

4815 

15,733 

3792 

31,205 

31,968.19 

*  For  six  months. 


f  For  eight  months. 


COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT. 


BAPT'SMS.'      CHURCH  PROPERTY. 


0  S 
u  o 


J=>  S3 


PREACH.  SUPPORT. 


In  1868. 
"  1867. 


20,583 
19,990 


252  2,673 

I 

263  2,671 


125  1,112 

I 

100  1,451 


302  151 
235  150 


$1,603,050 
1,445,300 


$182,500  $23,605 
149,950  21,849 


$154,864 
139,282 


$158,533.61 
140.539.00 


Increase . 
Decrease 


593 


25 


339 


07 


157,750 


32,550  1,756 


15,382 


17,994.61 


75 

■ 

SCHEDULE  NO. 

STATISTICS  OF  BOSTON  DISTRICT,  NEW-ENGLAND  CONFERENCE,  FOR  1868. 


1$  EN  E  VOL,  EN  T  CON  T  It  IliUTIONS. 


B'P  A  TTAWQ 

OX  Ai  1  V/  n  n  • 

Preachers' 
Aid. 

Missions. 

Church 
Extension. 

Tract 
Society. 

Bible 
Society. 

S.  S. 
Union. 

Education 
Society. 

Biblical 
Institute. 

Fr'dmen's 
Aid  Soc. 

Church 
Aid. 

$180.GC 
123.0( 
185.0C 
1)4.01 
275. OC 
111.0C 
60.2£ 
86.0C 
60.0t 
113.35 

$450.0C 
875. 0( 
537.0( 
547.3« 

1,009.00 
386.6C 
202.0C 
275.0C 
144. 0C 
374.4C 

$  





$12.2^ 
25. 0( 
15. 0( 
10.52 
39.3? 
7.72 
8.4C 
10.00 

$10.0C 
27.(1'. 
10.0C 
22.01 

39.31 
12. 8C 

$14.12 
22.0! 
15.0C 
15. 0C 
42.50 

9.60 
20.00 
10.00 

8.00 
14.29 

$15.2C 
43.2S 
30. 0C 
17.02 
44.01 
25. 0C 
10.21 
22.00 
6.00 
9.42 

$15.2C 
27.4S 
18. 0C 

$67.0C 
192.68 
230.2L 

$24.95 
125.00 
89.00 
25.00 
55.58 
38.00 
17.14 
34.50 
17.00 
108.91 





51.50 
8.50 
10.67 
14.00 
10.00 
11.51 

110.72 



94.0C 
9.64 
10.00 

21.00 
10.00 

i  10.0C 

8.19 

11.20 

33.80 

17.0C 
762.00 
179.76 
42.10 
30.00 
22.00 
140.00 
900 
36.00 
15.50 
50.00 
30. 0C 
85^50 
115.00 
10.00 
32.10 
230.00 
4.00 
200.00 
173.01 
23.90 
163.61 
40.00 
81.00 
160.00 
22.25 
6.00 
90.00 
20.00 
35.00 
32.31 
33.00 

101.81 

68.25 
10.28 
1500 

8.00 
70.00 

9.10 
18.00 

8.25 
30.00 
30.00 
4L05 
60.00 

21.40 
8.84 

16.72 
5.00 

14  03 
10.00 

23.02 
5.85 

22.15 
7.73 

12.84 
10.16 

108.59 

41.80 

2.00 

1.15 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

2.00 

1.00 
6.50 
5.50 

1.00 

7.00 
2.00 

7.00 
1.25 
5  00 

1.00 

13.00 

9.50 
2.07 

8.00 
1.12 
7.00 
4.00 

56.00 

13.57 
5.00 

65.25 
3.00 

4.00 

4.00 

5.00 

3.00 

11.00 
7^56 
4.00 

5.00 

6.35 

11.00 
10.00 

4.42 
8.25 

'  16.00 

11.00 

8.00 

25.00 

Needham  and  Newton  Lower  Falls 

28.50 
50.86 
4.00 
48.00 
15.00 
22.05 
33.35 
20.00 
168.00 
44.00 
5.20 

.75 
5.00 

6.00 
8.00 

7.77 
9.00 

5.80 
7.00 

1.25 
25.00 

1.50 

1.50 

6.00 

8.00 
5.00 

5.00 
2.00 

9.00 
10.00 

6.00 
4.20 

16.00 
6.00 

13.00 
3.20 

15.00 
3.49 
7.90 
8.45 

10.00 

17.50 

11.83 

7.61 

6.00 
4.00 
3.00 
5.00 

5.65 
6.50 
12.00 
8.34 

1.00 
3.00 
5.00 

3.00 
106.00 
54.50 

30.00 
12.00 
2.00 

10.00 
9.18 

10.00 
7.60 

Milford  

12.00 
11.80 
7.00 
24  10 
22.00 

3.00 
1.00 
1.50 
1.90 

20.00 
1.00 

4.00 
2.00 
4.00 
6.75 
3.00 

5.00 
5.00 
4.00 
4.61 

7.50 
10.00 

.  4.00 
4.00 
6.25 
5.76 
6.00 

1.40 

2.00 

Hudson   ,  

7.37 
8.00 

5.00 

4.00 

12.00 

Total  

2,223.24 

7,690.42) 

195.86 

213.94 

317.84 

269.38 

362.29 

307.81  919.33 

970.39 
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Lynn,  Common  St  

"     St.  Paul's  

"     South  Street  

"     Maple  "   

"     Bostftn  "   

Swampscott  

Charlestown,  Trinity  Church 
Union  Church  . 

Somerville   

Cambridge,  East  

"    Harvard  St..  

Lowell,  St.  Paul's  

"    Worthen  St  

"  Central  Ch  

Woburn  

Stoneham  

Reading  and  South  Heading  . 


$95.28 
9.32 
47.00 
25.00 
27.00 
14.30 
116.00 
90.00 
32.56 
72.00 
100X30 
159.62 
144.00 
78.05 
15.00 
2.75 


14.78 


$1,872.00'$10.62 

50.00 
183.00 

50.00 
*3, 152.00 

10.00 
122.00 
155.00 
132.50 
217  50 
575.00 
650. 1 1 
300.00 
250.00 

20.00 
2.75 


16.30 
7.00 
6.90 


$9.63 
6.07 
5.14 
2.50 
5.00 
2.00 
4.50 


6.10 
10.00 


11.01 

3.50 
10.00 
4.25 
12.00 
6.50 
8.44 
13.50 
20.00 
10.00;  11.00 


ii. oo; 

5.00 


8.00 
5.00 


$18.78 
2.05 


2.00 
5.75 
3.00 
7.40 


6.00 
28.00 
15.00 
12.00 

4.00 


$13.43 


11.50 
2.00 


20.00 
9.50 


15.00 
1.00 
21.79 
27.00 
10.00 


16.70 
16.00 
26,88 
13.00 
5.50 


19.00 


$13.41  173.82  $67.79 

6.00 

8.01  . 

3.50 

7.00 

3.00 
11.74  . 
13.00 


3.50 


13.61 
74.35 
50.00 


78.00  128.00 
10.35  750.00 
70.00 


13.00 


42.00 


88.00 
41.25 
70.00 


104.00  290.00 
159.62  287.68 
122.00  141.00 
34.85  65.57 
62.00 


*  $3,000  given  by  E.  H.  Johnson,  Esq. 


76 

STATISTICS  OF  LYNN  DISTRICT,  NEW-ENGLAND  CONFERENCE,  FOR  1868  —  Continued. 


BENEVOLENT  CONTRIBUTIONS. 


STATIONS. 

Preachers' 
Aid. 

Missions. 

Church 
Extension. 

Tract 
Society. 

Bible 
Society. 

s.  S. 
Union. 

N.  E. 

Education. 

Biblical 
Institute. 

Fr'dmen's 
Aid  Soc. 

Church 
Aid. 

$81.75 
3.00 
58.77 
51.09 
22.75 

$5.77 
8.00 
273.00 
259.98 
52.42 
47.65 
192.00 

#13.40 

$10  65 

o  fin 

£22.00 
6  00 

$9.50 
4^00 

$51  20 

$91.54 

113.00 

3.00 
4.50 
2.66 

7.00 
1.94 

3.70 

6.50 
19.75 

7.00 
7.00 

5.50 
24.50 

5.60 

9.00 

4.60 

3.00 

8.25 

4.00 

6.50 

4.00 

6.25 

73.00 

1*6  00 

85  no 

3.00 

1.00 
1.00 

10.00 
3.00 

5.00 
4.00 

5.00 

5.00 

6.00 

4.00 

South  Danvers  

5.00  22.00 

57.50  185.36 
14.00       99  50 

6.16 

8.25 

6.00 

9.20 

7.00 

13.50 

45  00 
10.50 

.1.00 
15.00 

1.50 
7.00 
10.00 

5.6fj 

2.00 
10.00 

2.00 
11.50 
4.00 
6  00 
1.36 
1.12 

32.00 
55.73 
12.50 

60.23     175  00 
10.80  21.20 
10.00  32.00 
8.00  41.50 

8.00  14.25 
4.07  6.60 

5.001  9.00 

10.00 

3.00 
5.00 
1.80 

5.00 

4.00 

...:!? 

5.00 

2.00 

2.36 

6.50 

1.52 

2.58 

2.25 
199.29 

Total  

1,457.84;  9,218.03 

204.66 

139.42  169.04 

158.58  {232.15 

845.05 

2,560.02 

STATISTICS  OF  WORCESTER  DISTRICT,  NEW-ENGLAND  CONFERENCE,  FOR  1868. 

$72.86 
50.34 
44.47 
8.00 

$291.00 
162.88 
140.00 
30.00 
36.00 
15.20 
10.00 
18.00 
21.80 
12.17 
20.00 
31.52 
146.00 

$  .... 

.«11..*ul&21.0o'.<fcl2.00 

ft14.00ill5.25 

$28.10 

$141.28 
80.10 
19.00 
48.70 
5.00 

5.00 
10.23 
2.00 
2.40 
.20 

5.00 
7.00 

5.00 
10.23 
2.00 

9.68 
13.00 
4.00 

2.31 
1.00 

6.45 
5.00 

13.62 
2.00 

1.00 
2.36, 

.20 

.20 
9.01 

.20 

2.69 

8.86 

3.84 

3.32 

23.05 

7.15 

6.75 
17.42 
25.00 

5.10 
26.76 

4.00 
15.00 
15.00 
10.00 

2.00 

2.00 
11  74 
28.51 

2.00 

6.00 

8.25 

3.71 

10.00 

10.00 

7.04 

88.00 
6.00 

16.00 

4.80 

6.00 

5.00 
2.00 
4.00 

12.20 
2.71 
10.00 

4.17 

2.00 

5.00 

65.00 
18.25 

4.75 

3.90 
12.50 
28.30 

5.00 
13.30 

5.15 
40.50 
57.00 
30.00 
84.40 

3.60 
6.75 
5.00 
5.00 
2.50 

3.50 
2.00 

2.50 
5.00 

1.00 
2.00 

3.25 
5.00 

6.50 

26.75 

1.00 

3.50 

2.50 

3.67 

6.41 

2.50 

53.18 

9.50 

1.77 

2.35 

2.00 

3.25 

1.76 

1.40 

35.00 
5.00 
5.00 

14.34 
9.0C 

40.15 

40.0C 
6.1S 
5.1S 

145. 0C 
13.00 
20.0C 
117.0C 
120.5C 
*655.O0 
75. 0C 
11.25 
15.26 

5.00 
2.00 

5.00 
2.00 
2.17 
8.81 
2.64 
5.80 
5.00 
1.00 

18.00 
1.00 

10.00 
2.00 

2400 
2  00 

86.00 





3.00 

4.80 
48.10 
59.55 
94.07 
25.00 



4.00 
2.66 

9.00 
4.90 
7.33 
5.O0 

7.50 
5.00 

8.00 
4.60 
9.51 
10.00 
2.15 

25. 00 
6  0C 
1143 
50.00 
2.30 

5.50 
6.75 
10.0C 

3. 00 

10.00 
2.30 

90  nr 

100  Of 

5.85 
3.27 

8.O0 

2.00 
6.50 

5.25 

5.25 

14.58 

5.07 
4.14 
4.00 

7.00  14.42 
2.00  18.0C 

2.0C 

2.00 

10.00 



Total  

588.44  2,701.22 

50.76 

85.46 

138.21 

86.73 

115.76 

141.39 

241.4S 

718.10 

*  $500.00,  a  legacy  of  Rev.  Stephen  Puffer,  Fitchburg. 
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STATIONS. 

BENEVOLENT  CONTRIBUTIONS. 

CO 

1-2 
§3 

Ph 

CO 

a 

JO 
*co 

CO 

u 

S3 

1  1 
3  "5 

Gw 

ti 

a  w 

JH  O 

Hoo 

3  "8 
53  o 

a 
•  o 
cc-g 

a 

p 

si 
II 

_co 

%  © 
Sec 

| 

Is 
t< 

$21.63 

48.55 
18.77 
29.00 

$81.50 
553.88 
5L81 
200.00 
6.00 

io!oo 

110.75 
60.00 

121.25 
23^00 

100.00 
30.00 
7.00 

$5.10 
15.00 

$2.15 
10.33 

25.13 
1.00 
14.00 

$5.45 
16.89 

$7.25  $6.60 
49.64  13.51 
6.50  8.00 
10.50  6.00 

$13.50 
68.55 

$61,45 
243.84 
19.79 
45.30 

9.00 

3.00 

8.00 

7.00 

7.00 
40.00 

5.00 
34.25 
13.75 
12.83 



6.00  8.31 
10.40  10.40 
3.50  4.00 
9.00,  5.00 

6.25 
10.40 
3.50 

95-  00 
80.00 
26.00 

10.40 

10.40 
2^00 
3.50 

10.50 
2^50 
14.89 

12.00 

Holyoke  and  South  Hadley  Falls  .... 

4.00 

5.00 
3.00 
10.00 

3.00 
30.10 

2,00 

1.00 
5.00 

1.00 
11.25 

3.00  1.00 

7.60 

13.00 

80.00 

23.00 

4.50 

3!oo 

2.00 
20.00 

10.25 

3.50 

 | 

6.38 
8.25 

1500 
2.50 

10.00 
5.00 
5.35 
6.25 
LOO 

20.00 
6.0( 

28.90 
103.00 
25.00 

4.00 

3.89 

26  50 
89.00 

4.25 

5.25 

7.50 
2.00 
5.00 
1.00 
1.00 

8.00 
1.00 

'  1.00 
.44 

2.00 
1.00 

' '  V.66 

25.00 
12.25 
50.00 
13.15 
8.01 
150.00 
15  0? 

1.00 
*44 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

4.50 

20.00 

.60 



1.00 
2.5( 

i 

5.00 

5.00 
4.0C 

5.00 

4.00  5.00 

9.50 
3.35 

4.38 

4.81 

6.00 

1.54 

1.00 

1.00 

.50 

1.00 

Lock's  Village  and  N.  New  Salem  . . . 

1.00 

900 
10.15 
10.00 
20.00 

800 
52.70 

1.00 

.28 

1.00 

10.00 
2.00 
4.00 

13  50 

7.00 

3  50 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00 

1.00  1.00 

1.00 
53.44 

1.50 

1.51 

2.80 

16.97 
5.00 

7.88 

2.62 

393.93 

1,982.26 

54.50 

52.81 

108.87 

76.27  138  42  86.32.'  161.74  864.29 

COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT. 


$ 

4,063.45 
4,756.92 

% 

21,591.94 
20,527.17 

$ 

506.14 
643.81 

% 

491.63 
545.00 

$ 

733.90 
746.97 

$ 

590.96 
469.49 

$    |    $    I  $ 
848.62  734  812,167.61 

654.90  888.65  465.82 

1  1 

$ 

5,112.80 
1,830.30 

"  1867  

1,064.77 

121.47 

193.72 

  1.701.79^.282.50 

93.47 

137.67 

53.37 

13.04 

I 

I 
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NEW  ENGLAND  CONFERENCE  APPOINTMENTS. 


BOSTON  DISTRICT. 

L.  R.  Thayer,  Presiding  Elder. 

Boston,  Hanover  Street  S.  F.  Upham. 

"      Bromfield  Street  L.  T.  Townsend. 

"      Church  Street  L.  R.  S.  Brewster. 

"      Grace  Church  William  McDonald. 

"      Tremont  Street  J.  A.  M.  Chapman. 

"      Meridian  Street.  William  R.  Clark. 

"      Saratoga  Street  L.  J.  Hall. 

"      Warren  Street  Andrew  McKeown. 

"      Centenary  Church   J.  L.  Hanaford. 

"      Dorchester  Street  William  Butler. 

"      City  Mission  Samuel  Kelley. 

"      Mariner's  Church  E.  T.  Taylor,  G.  S.  Noyes. 

"      Revere  Street  To  be  supplied. 

Chelsea,  Walnut  Street  W.  F.  Mallalieu. 

"       Mount  Bellingham  A.  F.  Herrick. 

Winthrop  To  be  supplied. 

Jamaica  Plain  T.  W.  Bishop. 

Hyde  Park  N.  T.  Whitaker. 

Dorchester  N.  Bemis. 

Neponset  W.  M.  Ayres. 

Quincy  Point    J.  W.  Merrill. 

Dedham   .J.  W.  P.  Jordan. 

South  Walpole  N.  H.  Martin. 

Newton  Corner  and  Brighton  C.  S.  Rogers. 

Newton  Upper  Falls  C.  K.  True. 

Newtonville  C.  L.  Eastman. 

Auburndale  To  be  supplied  by  H.  Lummis. 

Watertown  Daniel  Richards. 

Waltham  D.  E.  Chapin. 

Weston  George  Sutherland. 

Needham  and  Newton  Lower  Falls.  .  .J.  W.  Coolidge. 

Natick  William  G.  Leonard. 

Ashland  G.  W.  Mansfield. 

Saxonville    L.  Fish. 

Cochituate  To  be  supplied  by  L.  P.  Frost. 

Holliston  E.  S.  Best. 

Hopkinton  W.  J.  Hambleton. 

Milford..  Loranus  Crowell. 

West  Medway  To  be  supplied  by  W.  P.  Ray. 

Mendon  ,Mosely  Dwight. 

WestborO'  Wm.  A.  Nottage. 

Marlboro'  William  W.  Colburn. 

Rock  Bottom  Augustine  Caldwell. 

Hndson  Samuel  Jackson. 

Sudbury  G.  E.  Chapman. 

Assabet  J.  A.  DeForrest. 

James  Porter,  Assistant  Book  Agent  at  New  York  ;  member  of  Hanover 
street  Quarterly  Conference. 
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Joseph  Cummings,  President  of  Wesleyan  University  ;  'member  of  Brom- 
field-street  Quarterly  Conference. 

F.  H.  Newhall,  Professor  in  Wesleyan  University  ;  member  of  Hanover- 
street  Quarterly  Conference. 

E.  D.  Winslow,  Chaplain  in  U.  S.  Navy  ;  member  of  Meridian-street  Quar- 
terly Conference. 

C.  W.  Cushing,  Principal  of  Laselle  Seminary  ;  member  of  Auburndale 
Quarterly  Conference. 

W.  F.  Warren,  Professor  in  Boston  Theological  Seminary ;  member  of 
Tremont-street  Quarterly  Conference. 

J.  W.  Dadmun,  Chaplain  to  Deer  Island  House  of  Correction  ;  member  of 
Winthrop  Quarterly  Conference. 


LYNN  DISTRICT. 
J.  Hascall,  Presiding  Elder. 

Lynn,  Common  Street  fijj.  W.  F.  Barnes. 

"     St.  Paul's   .R.  W.  Allen. 

"     South  Street  S.  B.  Sweetser. 

"     Maple  Street   F.  G.  Morris. 

"     Boston  Street  To  be  supplied. 

Swampscott  .  . .  ,  T.  J.  Abbott. 

Charlestown,  Trinity  Church  H.  W.  Warren. 

"  Union  Church  Frederic  Woods. 

Somerville  Albert  Gould,  W.  C.  Sawyer. 

Cambridge,  East  I.  J.  P.  Collyer. 

"         Harvard  Street  Nelson  Stutson. 

"        North  Avenue  James  Mudge. 

Lowell,  St.  Paul's  S.  F.  Jones. 

"      Worthen  Street  G.  Whitaker. 

"      Central  William  C.  High. 

Woburn  J.  A.  Lansing. 

Stoneham  M.  M.  Parkhurst. 

South  Reading  Daniel  Atkins. 

Reading  Stephen  Cushing. 

Maiden  T.  Berton  Smith. 

Maplewood  J.  W.  Hamilton. 

Melrose  F.  K.  Stratton. 

Medford  Daniel  Wait. 

West  Medford   .  .M.  B.  Chapman. 

East  Saugus.  Pliny  Wood. 

Cliftondale  J.  F.  Bassett. 

Salem  S.  F.  Chase. 

Beverly  J.  M.  Bailey. 

Marblehead   Z.  A.  Mudge. 

South  Danvers  J.  O.  Knowles. 

Hamilton  To  be  supplied. 

Ipswich   J.  Wagner. 

Newburyport,  First  Church  M.  E.  Wright. 

"  Purchase  Street  J.  Capen. 

By  field  To  be  supplied.  • 

Gloucester,  Elm  Street  J.  C.  Smith. 

"         Riverdale  A.  J.  Hall. 

Rockport  J.  A.  Ames. 

Topsfield  W.  D.  Bridge. 
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North  Andover. .  *  J.  S.  Day. 

Groveland  J.  H.  Whitney. 

Ballardvale  H.  D.  Weston. 

W.  R.  Stone,  Chaplain  Middlesex  House  of  Correction  ;  member  of  Har- 
vard-street Quarterly  Conference. 

A.  M.  Osgood,  Agent  of  Massachusetts  Bible  Society ;  member  of  Marble- 
head  Quarterly  Conference. 

B.  K.  Peirce,  Chaplain  of  House  of  Refuge,  New-York  City ;  member  of 
Watertown  Quarterly  Conference. 

Gilbert  Haven,  Editor  of  "  Zion's  Herald ; "  member  of  Maiden  Quarterly 
Conference. 


WORCESTER  DISTRICT. 
Daniel  Dorchester,  Presiding  Elder. 

Worcester,  Park  Street  C.N.  Smith. 

"        Laurel  Street  An^elo  Canoll. 

"         Main  Street  O.  Peck. 

"         Webster  Square  ffvF.  Chase. 

Shrewsbury  John  Peterson. 

New  England  Village  N.  F.  Stevens. 

Millbury    E.  S.  Snow. 

East  Douglass  William  Silverthorn. 

Whitinsville  R.  G.  Adams. 

Leicester  Levin  P.  Causey. 

Cherry  Valley  C.  H.  Hanaford. 

Oxford  To  be  supplied  by  I.  S.  Cushman. 

Webster  A.  O.  Hamilton. 

Dudley  t  .W.  F.  Lacount. 

Southbridge  William  A.  Braman. 

Charlton  D.  K.  Banister. 

Spenoer  N.  D.  George. 

Brookfield  C.  H.  Newell. 

East  Brookfield  To  be  supplied  by  S.  F.  Cushman. 

West  Brookfield  I.  Marcy. 

North  Brookfield  G.  R.  Bent. 

Warren  T.  B.  Tread  well. 

Monson  R.  H.  Howard. 

Wales  G.  Hewes. 

Athol  Depot  Supplied  by  W.  T.  Harlow. 

South  Royalston  Supplied  by  W.  Merrill. 

Ware  G.  F.  Eaton. 

Hardwiek  To  be  supplied. 

Barre  F.  T.  George. 

Hubbardston  =  P.  M.  Vinton. 

East  Templeton  William  P.  Blackmer. 

Winchendon  William  Pentecost. 

Ashburnham  Walter  Wilkie. 

Fitchburg  W.  II.  Hatch. 

Leominster  C.  L.  McCurdy. 

Lunenburg  J.  L.  Locke. 

Townsend  To  be  supplied. 

East  Pepperell  M.  R.  Barney. 

Clinton  J.  W.  Lewis. 

Oakdale  Burtis  Judd. 

Princeton  John  W.  Cole. 

Rutland  To  be  supplied. 
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SPRINGFIELD  DISTRICT. 
David  Sherman,  Presiding  Elder. 

Springfield,  Florence  Street  S.  Roy. 

"        Pynchon  Street  CD.  Hills,  W.  Rice. 

"        Union  Street  J.  Scott. 

"        Central  Church  C.  A.  Merrill. 

East  Longmeadow  To  be  supplied  by  G.  D.  Brown. 

Wilbraham  F.  Furber. 

South  Wilbraham  W.  B.  Toulmin. 

Glendale  To  be  supplied  by  J.  M.  Haskell. 

Ludlow  and  Jenksville  L.  A  Bosworth. 

Chicopee  E.  A.  Manning. 

Chicopee  Falls  E.  W.  Virgin. 

Holyoke  LB.  Bigelow. 

South  Hadley  Falls  D.  K.  Merrill. 

Feeding  Hills  and  Agawam  N.  J.  Merrill. 

Southwick  To  be  supplied  by  J.  J.  Woodbury. 

Westfield  John  H.  Mansfield. 

"       West  Parish  To  be  supplied  by  S.  O.  Brown. 

Blandford  To  be  supplied  by  E.  J.  Stevens. 

North  Blandford  To  be  supplied. 

Chester  To  be  supplied  by  J.  W.  Fenn. 

Worthington  William  Gordon. 

Montgomery  To  be  supplied. 

Southampton  A.  F.  Bailey. 

Easthampton  C.  T.  Johnson. 

Northampton  Joseph  H.  Mansfield. 

Williamsburg  W.  J.  Pomfret. 

Charlemont  .J.  H.  Gay  lord. 

Heath  To  be  supplied. 

Coleraine  A.  Sanderson. 

Buckland  To  be  supplied  by  C.  N.  Merrifield. 

Shelburne  Falls  E.  J.  Moore. 

Greenfield  S.  Tupper. 

South  Deerfield  and  Conway  J.  Cadwell. 

Bernardston  and  Gill   A.  Baylies. 

Northfield  To  be  supplied. 

Lock's  Village  To  be  supplied. 

New  Salem  To  be  supplied  by  H.  H.  Olds. 

North  Prescott  O.  W.  Adams. 

South  Athol  and  North  Dana  R.  Mitchell. 

Palmer  To  be  supplied. 

Belchertown  C.  H.  Vinton. 

South  Belchertown  To  be  supplied. 

Bond's  Village  W.  M.  Hubbard. 

Pelham  John  Noon. 

Enfield  J.  W.  Lee. 

Amherst  E.  F.  Pitcher. 

North  Amherst  To  be  supplied. 

Leyden   J.  M.  Clark. 

Hadley  H.  S.  Booth. 

E.  Cooke,  Principal,  L.  White,  Teacher,  in  Wesleyan  Academy,  and  T.  II. 
Kimpton  ;  members  of  Wilbraham  Quarterly  Conference. 

H.  Brownson,  Agent  American  Bible  Society ;  member  of  the  Pynchon- 
Street  Quarterly  Conference. 

E.  S.  Chase,  transferred  to  the  Minnesota  Conference. 

W.  G.  W.  Lewis,  transferred  to  the  New- York  Conference. 

T.  B.  Wood,  transferred  to  the  Northwest-Indiana  Conference. 
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ALPHABETICAL  LIST 


MEMBERS   OP    THE    NEW-ENGLAND    CONFERENCE,    FOR    1868-9,  WITH 
THEIR  POST-OFFICE  ADDRESS. 


The  figures  in  the  first  column  indicate  the  time  of  joining  Conference.  The  letters 
designate  the  present  relation,  —  D.  Deacon,  E.  Elder,  S't.  Superannuate,  S'y.  Super- 
numerary. 

The  figures  in  the  last  column  indicate  whether  it  is  the  first,  second,  or  third  year  of 
appointment. 

1861.  Adams,  O.  W  E  North  Prescott  t 

1858.  Abbott,  Thomas  J  E  Swampscott  2 

1833.  Allen,  Ralph  W  E  Lynn  3 

1856.  Ames,  Jarvis  A  E. . .  .Rockport  3 

1852.  Atkins,  Daniel  E  ...  South  Reading  2 

1843.  Atkinson,  Kinsman  E  Cambridge  S't. 

1883.  Ayres,  Watson  M  E  Neponset  1 

1850.  Bailey,  Augustus  F  E. . .  .Southampton  1 

1856.  Bailey,  Jonas  M  E  Beverly.  1 

1834.  Banister,  Daniel  K  E. ...  Charlton  City  3 

1860.  Barnes,  J.  W.  F  E....Lynn  3 

1864.  Barney, Miles  R  E...  .East  Pepperell  1 

1855.  Barrows,  Justin  S  E  Weston,  Vt  S'y. 

1866.  Bassett,  John  F,  D. . . .  Cliftondale  1 

1858.  Baylies,  Andrew  E. . .  .Gill  3 

1843.  Bemis,  Nathaniel  E  Milton  1 

1855.  Bent,  Gilbert  R  E.. ..North  Brookfield  1 

1851.  Best,  Edward  S  E. . .  .Holliston  1 

1842.  Bigelow,  Increase  B  E  Holyoke  1 

1826.  Binney,  Amos  E.... New  Haven,  Conn  S'y. 

1856.  Blackmer,  Wm.  P  E  East  Templeton  1 

1864.  Bosworth,  Lorenzo  A  E  Ludlow  ..  .t  2 

1836.  Boyden,  Luman  E  Chelsea  S'y. 

1844.  Braman,  Wm.  A  ."  E. . . .  South  bridge  1 

1858.  Brewster,  La  Roy  S  E  Boston..  2 

1830.  Brown,  Thomas  G  E.  ...E.  Hampton,  Ct  S't. 

1826.  Brownson,  Hector  E. . .  .Rhinebeck,  N.  Y.  (Bible  Agent)  

1844.  Butler,  William  E. .  ..Boston  1 

1863.  Bridge,  Wm.  D  E....Topsfield  2 

1836.  Cadwell,  John  E. . .  .South  Deerfield  1 

1864.  Caldwell,  A. .'  E.. .  .Rock  Bottom  1 

Canoll,  A.  E  Worcester  2 

1855.  Capen,  John  E  Newburyport  1 

1844.  Chapin,  Daniel  E  E. . . .  Waltham  1 

1854.  Chapman,  J.  A.  M  E  Boston  3 

1850.  Chapman,  Geo.  E  E  Sudbury  2 

1859.  Chase,  S.  Freeman  E  Salem  2 

1837.  Clapp.  Wm.  A  E....E.  Foxboro'  S't. 

1848.  Clark,  Jonas  M  E. . . .  Leyden  1 

1844.  Clark,  Wm.  R  E.... Boston  2 

1844.  Cobleigh,  N.  E  E. . .  .Athens,  Tenn  S'y. 

1842.  Cook,  Albert  A  E....Milford  S't. 

1860.  Colburn,  W.  W  E. . .  .Marlboro'  1 

1865.  Cole,  John  W  D  Princeton  1 

1844.  Collyer,  Isaac  J.  P  E  East  Cambridge  3 

<1843.  Cooke,  Edward  E. . . .  Wilbraham  4 

1855.  Coolidge,  John  W  E....Needham  2 

1830.  Cox,  Gershom  F  E  Jamaica  Plain  S't. 

1820.  Crandall,  Phineas  E  Moosup,  Ct  S't. 

1844.  Crowell,  Loranus  E  Milford  2 

.1846.  Cummings,  Joseph  E  Middletown,  Ct.  (W.  Univ.)  9 

1854.  Cushing,  C.  Wesley  E  Auburndale  4 

1832.  Cushing,  Samuel"  A  E. . .  .Middletown  S't. 

1S33.  Cushing,  Stephen  E. . .  .Boston  1 

1842.  Dadmun,  John  W  E  . .  .Deer  Island,  Boston  Harbor  S'y,4 

1843.  Day,  John  S  E. . . .  North  Andover    .1 

1867.  DeForrest,  J.  A  E. . . .  Assabet  2 

1847.  Dorchester,  Daniel  E....(P.  E.)  Worcester  4 

1838.  Dunham,  Howard  C  E. . . .  Winthrop  S'f 

1831.  Dwight,  Mosely  E  Mendon  1 

1844.  Eastman,  Cyrus  L  E. . .  .Newtonville  1 
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I860.  Eaton,  Geo.  F  E....Ware  1 

1849.  Ksi.cy,  Jonathan  L  E.... Boston  S'y. 

L869.  Fellows,  Nathaniel  K  Westchester,  Conn   S'y. 

1862.  Fish,  Linus  E  Saxonville  1 

L836.  Flsk,  Franklin  E  Wilbraham  . . . . :  S't. 

1842.  Furber,  Franklin  E  Wilbraham  1 

^1853.  Gaylord,  John  H   .  E  Charlemont  1  2 

1836.  George,  Nathan  D  E  Spencer  2 

1800.  George,  F.  T  E... .  Barre  1 

1834.  Gordon,  William  E  So.  Worthington  2 

1858.  Gould,  Albert  E  Somerville  1 

1807.  Hall,  Allen  J  D  ltiverdale  1 

1842.  Hall,  Henry  P  E.  ...Chelsea  S't. 

1855.  Hall,  Linville  J  E. . .  .East  Boston  2 

'    1856.  Hambleton,  Wm.  J  E. . .  .Hopkinton   1 

1857.  Hamilton,  Albinus  O  E.  ...Webster   1 

1866.  Hamilton,  John  W  E. . .  .Maplewood  1 

1859.  Hanaford,  Chas.  H  E. . .  .Cherry  Valley  1 

1845.  Hanaford,  Jeremiah  L  E.  ...Boston  2 

1830.  Hascall,  Jefferson  E. . .  .Shrewsbury  (P.  E.)  2 

1834.  Hatch,  Wm.  H  E. . .  .Fitchburg  3 

-  1851.  Haven,  Gilbert  E. ..  .11  Cornhill,  Boston  2 

1853.  Herrick,  Austin  F  E. . .  .Chelsea  1 

1860.  Hewes,  Geo  D.... Wales  1 

1851.  High,  Wm.  C  E...  .Lowell  2 

«*1865.  Hills,  C.  D  E. ..  .Springfield  2 

1863.  Howard,  R.  H  E....Monson  3 

1860.  Hubbard,  W.  M  E. . .  .Bond's  Village  1 

1841.  Ingalls,  John  C  E.... Melrose  ,  S'y. 

«-1859.  Jackson,' Samuel  E.... Hudson  1 

1818.  Jennison,  Isaac  E  Natick  S't. 

j»  1863.  Johnson,  C.  T  E  Easthampton  1 

1866.  Jones,  Sylvester  F  E.. .  .Lowell  2 

1854.  Jordan,  Jabez  W.  P  E  Dedham  2 

1850.  Judd,  Burtis  E.  ...Oakdale  2 

1822.  Kelley,  Samuel  E. . .  .Boston  2 

1859.  Knowles,  James  O.....  E ....  South  Danvers  2 

1847.  Lacount,  Wm.  F  E. . .  .Dudley  1 

1865.  Lansing,  John  A  D. . . .  Woburn  1 

1854.  Lee,  John  W  E.... Enfield  1 

1860.  Leonard,  W.  G  E.. .  .Natick  2 

1835.  Lewis,  J.  W  E  Clinton  1 

1863.  Locke,  J.  L  E  Lunenburg  2 

1843.  McDonald,  Wm  E...  .Boston  3 

-  1852.  McKeown,  A  E....Roxbury  2 

*  1858.  Mallalieu,  Willard  F  E. ...  Chelsea  1 

1843.  Manning,  Edward  A  E. . .  .Chicopee  2 

1858.  Mansfield,  Geo.  W   E. . . .  Ashland  1 

-1856.  Mansfield,  John  H  E. . .  .Westfield  1 

-"1866.  Mansfield,  Jos.  H  E  Northampton  2 

—1841.  Marcy,  Ichabod  E. . . . West  Brookfield  ..1 

1835.  Marcy,  Thomas  E  South  Walpole  S'y. 

1855.  Martin,  Nathaniel  H.  E  South  Walpole  1 

1834.  McCurdy,  Converse  L  E  Leominster  2 

1822.  Merrill,  Abraham  D  E. . .  .Old  Cambridge  S't. 

1855.  Merrill,  Charles  S  E. ..  .Springfield  2 

1842.  Merrill,  David  K  E. . . .  South  Hadley  Falls  1 

1842.  Merrill,  John  M  E  Dorchester,  Upham's  Corner,  Mass  ...S't. 

1838.  Merrill,  John  W   . . .  E. . . .  Quincy  Point  1 

1843.  Merrill,  Nathaniel  J  E. . .  .Feeding  Hills  1 

1859.  Merrill,  William  E  Fitz  William,  N.  H   S't. 

1839.  Mitchell,  Randall  E. . .  .North  Dana  1 

1833.  Morgan,  Erasmus  B  E.  ...Savoy  S't. 

1865.  Morris,  Franklin  G  D  Lynn  1 

^  1861 .  Morse,  Frank  C  E  Leyden  S'y. 

1828.  Moulton,  Horace  E  Stafford  Springs,  Conn  S't. 

1830.  Mo  wry,  James  W  E  Barre  S'y. 

1840.  Mudge,  Zachariah  A  E.  .Marblehead  1 

1857.  Moore,  E.  J  E. . .  .Shelburne  Falls  2 

1863.  Newell,  C.  H  E. . .  .Brookfield  2 

-  1851.  Newhall,  Fales  H  E  . .  .Middletown,  Ct  5 

1&30.  Noble,  Charles.  E. . . .  Wilbraham  S'y. 

1855.  Noon,  John  E  Amherst  1 

-1866.  Nottage.  Wm.  A  D. . . .  Westboro'  1 

1863.  Noyes,  Geo.  S  E. . .  .Boston  3 

1839.  Osgood,  Abraham  M   E  Marblehead  (agent  Bib.Soc.)  3 

1814.  Otheman,  Bartholomew  E. . . .  Duxbury  S'y. 

1836.  Otheman,  Edward  E  Chelsea  S'y. 

1860.  Parkhurst,  M.M  E  Stoneham  »  1 

1848.  Parmenter,  H.  R  E. . .  .Philadelphia,  Pa  S'y. 
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1860.  Peck,  J.  O  E.. .  .Worcester  2 

1848.  Pentecost,  Wm  E  Winchendon  3 

1859.  Peterson,  John  E. . .  .Shrewsbury  2 

.-  1842.  Peirce,  B.  K  E. . . .  Harlem,  N.  Y.  (Chaplain)  6 

1856.  Pomfret,  Wm.  J  E. . .  .Williamsburg  2 

1830.  Porter,  James  E. . .  .New  York  (Book  Agent)  12 

1861.  Potter,  Thos.  C.\  E. . .  .Rutland,  Vt  S'y. 

1857.  Prentice,  George  E  Berlin,  Prussia  S'y. 

1841.  Bice,  Wm  E. . .  .Springfield  4 

1842.  Richards,  Daniel  E  Watertown  1 

**  1859.  Rogers,  Charles  S  E. . .  .Newton  Corner  2 

1859.  Round,  J.  Emory  E. ..  .Brooklyn,  N.  Y  S'y. 

1858.  Roy,  Samuel  E. .. .Springfield  ....1 

1863.  Sanderson,  Alonzo  E  Coleraine  2 

1822.  Sargeant,  Aaron  D  E  Maiden  S'y. 

1865.  Sawyer,  Wesley  C  Berlin,  Prussia  S'y. 

1830.  Scott,  Ephraim   E.... Heath  S't. 

1859.  Scott,  Joseph  E. . .  .Springfield  3 

■  1858.  Sewall,  Chas.  H  E. . .  .Jamaica  Plain  S'y. 

1843.  Sherman,  David  E. . . .  (P.  E.)  Wilbraham  3 

1851.  Silverthorn,  Wm  E  East  Douglass  1 

1842.  Smith,  Charles  N  E. . . .  Worcester  1 

1848.  Smith ,  John  C  E  Gloucester  2 

1867.  Smith,  T.  Berton  E. . .  .Maiden  1 

1839.  Smith,  Willard  E.... Chelsea  S't. 

1863.  Snow,  Edwin  S  E. . .  .Millbury  3 

1843.  Soule,  Nathan  A  E. . .  .South  Walpole  S't. 

1822.  Spaulding,  Newell  S  E. . .  .Bible  House,  New  York  S't. 

Stebbins,  L.  D  E. ..  .Fairfield,  N.  Y  S'y 

1861.  Stevens,  N.  F  E. . .  .N.  E.  Village  '.  2 

1825.  Stone,  Wm.  R  E  Cambridgeport  (Chaplain)  16 

1860.  Stratton,  Frank  K  E  Melrose  1 

*»  1861.  Sweetser^S.  B  E  Lynn  2 

*  1859.  Stutson,  Nelson  E  Cambridgeport  1 

1825.  Sutherland,  George  E  Weston  1 

1819.  Taylor,  Edward  T  E  Boston  (Mariners'  Church)  40 

1841.  Thayer,  Lorenzo  R  E. . .  .(P.  E.)  Newtonville  3 

1859.  Toulmin,  Wm.  B  E. . .  .South  Wilbraham  2 

1862.  Townsend,  Luther  T  E  Boston  S'y. 

v!853.  Treadwell,  Thos.  B  E. . .  .Warren  2 

-1833.  True,  Charles  K  E. . .  .Newton  Upper  Falls  2 

1812.  Tucker,  Thomas  W  E. . .  .Chelsea  S't. 

1844.  Tupper,  Samuel  E  Greenfield  ..1 

—1844.  Twombly,  John  H  E. . .  .Charlestown  S'y. 

*  1856.  Upham,  Samuel  F  E  Boston  2 

1859.  Vinton,  P.  M  E. . .  .Hubbardston  1 

1863.  Vinton,  C.  H  E.. .  .Belchertown  2 

<«  1860.  Virgin,  E.  W  E. . . .  Chicopee  Falls  1 

1862.  Wagner,  Jesse  E  Ipswich  3 

1854.  Wait,  Daniel  E. . . .  Medford  3 

-~  1855.  Warren,  Henry  W  E. . . .  Charlestown  1 

—1858.  Warren,  W.  F  E...  .Boston  2 

1833.  Webster,  Moses  P  E  Ashburnham  S't. 

\ 1861.  Whitaker,  George  E. ...  Lowell  2 

1851.  White,  Lorenzo  E  Wilbraham  5 

1867.  Wilkie,  Walter  E  Ashburnham  2 

1860.  Winslow,  E.  D  E. . . .  Sedalia,  Mo  

1845.  Wood,  Pliny  E....East  Saugus  3 

"  1859.  Woods-,  Frederic  E  Charlestown  1 

•-■  1856.  Wright,  M.  Emory  E  Newburyport  2 


PROBATIONERS  IN  THE  CONFERENCE. 


1867.  Houghton  S.  Booth  P. . .  .Hadley  1 

1867.  Hiram  D.  Weston  P  Ballardvale  1 

1867.  Allen  J.  Hall  D. . .  .Riverdale  1 

-1866.  Truman  H.  Kimpton  P. . . .  Jonesville,  N.Y  2 

1867.  Edwin  F.  Pitcher  D  Amherst  2 

1867.  Nicholas  T.  Whitaker  P. . . .  Hyde  Park  2 

1868.  Thomas  W.  Bishop  P  Jamaica  Plain  1 

"  Benjamin  F.  Chase  P  Worcester  1 

"  Levin  P.  Causey  P. ...  Leicester  1 

>   "  James  Mudge  D  Cambridge..  1 

"  Joseph  H.  Whitney  P  Groveland  1 

"  Merrill  B.  Chapman  P  West  Medford  1 

"  Robert  G.  Adams  P. . . .  Whitinsville  1 
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SESSIONS  OF  THE  NEW  ENGLAND  CONFERENCE. 


Lynn, 
Lynn, 

Monmouth,  Me., 

Boston, 

Buxton,  Me., 

Lynn, 

Canaan, 

Boston, 

New  London,  Ct., 
Monmouth,  Me., 
Winchester,  N.  H.. 
Barnard,  Vt., 
Lynn, 

New  Salem,  Mass. 
Durham,  Me., 
Unity,  N.  H., 
Bristol,  R.  L, 
Concord,  N.  H., 
Hallowell,  Me., 
Lynn, 
Nantucket, 
Barre,  Mass., 
Bath,  Me., 
Providence,  R.  I., 
Barnard,  Vt., 
Cambridge, 
Wilbraham, 
Lisbon,  N.  H.,1 
Lynn, 

Portsmouth,  N.  H. 
New  Bedford, 
Springfield, 
Providence,  R.  I., 
Boston, 

Webster,  Mass., 

Lynn, 

Springfield, 

Nantucket, 

Boston, 

Lynn, 

Lowell, 

Worcester, 

Springfield, 

Boston, 

Westfield, 

Lowell, 

Boston, 

Lynn, 

Worcester, 

Springfield, 

Boston, 

Newburyport, 

Chicopee, 

Ipswich, 

Westfield, 

Chelsea, 

Salem, 

Lowell, 

Worcester, 

Lynn, 

Springfield, 

Boston, 

Westfield, 

Charlestown, 

Chelsea, 

Cambridge, 

Chicopee, 

Waltham, 

East  Boston, 


July  18,  1800, 
July  17,  1801, 
July  1,  1802, 
June  8,  1803, 
July  14,  1804, 
July  12,  1805, 
June  12,  1806, 
June  2,  1807, 
April  18,  1808, 
June  15,  1809, 
June  0,  1810, 
June  20,  1811, 
June  20, 1812, 
June  21,  1813, 
June  2,  1814, 
June  1,  1815, 
June  22,  1816, 
May  16,  1817, 
June  4,  1818, 
June  2, 1819, 
June  21, 1820, 
June  20,  1821, 
June  29,  1822, 
June  12,  1823, 
June  22,  1824, 
June  b,  1825, 
June  7,  1826, 
June  6,  1827, 
July  23,  1828, 
June  10,  1829, 
May  20,  1830, 
May  18,  1831, 
June  27,  1832, 
June  5, 1833, 
June  4, 1834, 
June  3, 1835, 
July  13,  1836, 
June  27,  1837, 
June  6,  1838, 
June  5,  1839, 
July  1,  1840, 
June  30, 1841, 
June  29, 1842, 
June  28,  1843, 
July  24,  1844, 
June,  25,  1845, 
April  29, 1846, 
April  28,  1847, 
April  5,  1848, 
April  25,  1849, 
April  24,  1850, 
April  23,  1851, 
April  14,  1852, 
April  27,  1853, 
April  19,  1854, 
April  11,  1855, 
April  2,  1856, 
April  8,  1857, 
April  7,  1858, 
April  6,  1859, 
April  4,  1860, 
April  3,  1861, 
April  2,  1862, 
April  1,  1863, 
March  30,  1864, 
March  29,  1865. 
April  4,  1866, 
March  27,  1867, 
March  25,  1868, 


SIM*  ICKINT  ION  DENT. 


Asbury  and  Whatcoat, 
Whatcoat, 

Asbury  and  Whatcoat, 

Asbury  and  Whatcoat, 

Asbury, 

Asbury, 

Asbury, 

Asbury, 

Asbury, 

Asbury  and  McKendree, 
Asbury  and  McKendree, 
Asbury  and  McKendree, 
Asbury  and  McKendree, 
Asbury  and  McKendree, 
McKendree, 
Asbury, 

McKendree  and  Roberts, 

McKendree  and  George, 

George, 

Roberts, 

George, 

George, 

Roberts, 

George, 

Hedding, 

George, 

George, 

Hedding, 

Hedding, 

Hedding, 

Hedding, 

Soule  and  Hedding, 
Roberts, 
Hedding, 
Hedding, 

Hedding  and  Emory, 
Hedding, 

Waugh  and  Hedding, 

Hedding, 

Waugh, 

Soule  and  Hedding, 

Hedding, 

Waugh, 

Hedding  and  Morris, 

Janes  and  Hedding, 

Waugh, 

Waugh, 

Hedding, 

Waugh, 

Hamline, 

Morris, 

Janes, 

Morris, 

Janes, 

Baker, 

Simpson, 

Janes, 

Baker, 

Scott, 

Ames, 

Janes, 

Baker, 

Janes, 

Scott, 

Ames, 

Baker, 

iSimpson, 

Scott, 

Ames, 
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R.  Williston. 
R.  Williston. 
Joshua  Taylor. 
Joshua  Taylor. 
Reuben  Hubbard. 
Joshua  Taylor. 
Thos.  Branch. 
Thos.  Branch. 
Thos.  Branch. 
Thos.  Branch. 
Thos.  Branch. 
Zech.  Gibson. 
Zech.  Gibson. 
Daniel  Fillmore. 
Daniel  Fillmore. 
Martin  Ruter. 
Martin  Ruter. 
D.  Fillmore. 
D.  Fillmore. 
D.  Fillmore. 
Timothy  Merritt. 
D.  Fillmore. 
D.  Fillmore. 
D.  Fillmore. 
D.  Fillmore. 
D.  Fillmore. 
D.  Fillmore. 
D.  Fillmore. 
D.  Fillmore. 
D.  Fillmore. 
D.  Fillmore. 
D.  Fillmore. 
D.  Fillmore. 
D.  Fillmore. 
D.  Fillmore. 
D.  Fillmore. 
D.  Fillmore. 

D.  Fillmore. 
P.  Crandall. 
P.  Crandall. 
P.  Crandall. 
W.  Smith. 
C.  Adams. 
C.  Adams. 
C.  Adams. 
C.  Adams. 
C.  Adams. 
C.  Adams. 
C.  Adams. 
C.  Adams. 
C.  Adams. 
C.  Adams. 
C.  Adams. 
W.  R.  Bagnall. 
W.  R.  Bagnall. 
W.  R.  Bagnall. 
W.  R.  Bagnall. 
W.  R.  Bagnall. 
W.  R.  Bagnall. 
W.  R.  Bagnall. 

E.  A.  Manning. 
E.  A.  Manning. 
E.  A.  Manning. 
E.  A.  Manning. 
E.  A.  Manning. 
E.  A.  Manning. 
E.  A.  Manning. 
E.  A.  Manning. 
E.  A.  Manning. 


ASBURY  LIFE-INSURANCE  COMPANY, 

OFFICE    291  BROADWAY, 

(CORNER  READE  STREET,) 

TV  E  W    Y  O  I£. 


CAPITAL,  S15COOO. 


Organized  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York;  and  $125,000  deposited  in  the 
Insurance  Department  of  the  State  as  a  guaranty-fund  for  the  Policy-holders. 

FORFEITURE  OF  POLICIES  AVOIDED. 


DIRECTORS. 


A.  V.  STOUT. 
JOHN  ELLIOTT. 
JOHN  McCLINTOCK. 
JAMES  BISHOP. 
DANIEL  CURRY. 
JOHN  B.  DICKINSON. 
DANIEL  DREW. 
LEMUEL  BANGS. 
HENRY  J.  BAKER. 
GEORGE  R.  CROOKS. 
OLIVER  HOYT. 

B.  F.  MANIERRE. 
CHRISTOPHER  MEYER. 
FLETCHER  HARPER. 

C.  C.  NORTH. 
ELISHA  RIGGS. 
WILLIAM  B.  SKIDMORE. 
JOHN  T.  MARTIN. 
SAMUEL  U.  F.  ODELL. 
JAMES  M.  FULLER. 
LUCIUS  H.  KING. 
WILLIAM  R.  FOSTER. 
GEORGE  J.  HAMILTON. 
MATTHEW  BIRD. 
ALBERT  CLARK. 
SAMUEL  R.  SPELMAN. 


JAMES  B.  NELSON. 

BLAKELY  WILSON. 

GEORGE  ELLIOTT. 

EMORY  McCLINTOCK. 

R.  R.  McBURNEY. 

L.  BOLTON  BANGS. 

BOWLES  COLGATE. 

EPHRAIM  HOAG,  Cortland,  N.Y. 

AARON  HUNT,  Poughquag,  N.Y. 

JACOB  SLEEPER,  Boston. 

LEE  CLAFLIN,  " 

GILBERT  HAVEN,  " 

E.  H.  DUNN,  " 

DANIEL  A.  WHEDON,  Newport,  R.I. 

JONATHAN  GODFREY,  Southport,  Conn. 

E.  B.  WAKEMAN,  Jersey  City,  N.J. 

WILLIAM  DIVINE,  Philadelphia. 

JAMES  HUNTER, 

FRANCIS  SELLERS,  Pittsburg,  Penn. 
J.  T.  GAUSE,  Wilmington,  Del. 
GEORGE  W.  SPARKS,  " 
JOHN  MILLER,  Baltimore,  Md. 
W.  G.  WILLIAMS,  Delaware,  O. 
ABNER  R.  SCRANTON,  Chicago,  111. 
BENJAMIN  F.  CRARY,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
H.  COX,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


OFFICERS. 

LEMUEL  BANGS,  President. 

GEORGE  ELLIOTT,  Vice-President  and  Secretary. 

EMORY  McCLINTOCK,  Actuary. 

A.  E.  M.  PURDY,  M.D.,  Medical  Examiner. 


Xi/e- Insurance  Endowments  and  Annuities,  in  all  the  forms  in  present 
use,  on  the  most  liberal  terms. 

SPECIAL  CONSIDERATIONS  TO  MINISTERS. 

All  Ministers  of  the  Methodist-Episcopal  Church  authorized  to  act  as 

Agents. 

Dividends  declared  annually  (after  2d  payment)  on  the  "  Partnership  Plan,"  intro- 
duced by  this  Company. 
Registered  Policies  secured  by  pledge  of  public  stocks.  » 
One-third  Loan  when  desired. 

SEND  FOR  CIRCULARS. 


HOME 

LIFE -INSURANCE  OOKPANT. 

MUTUAL. 

258  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK. 


Assets,  $1,800,000.    Assured  Members,  10,000. 


This  Company,  established  and  conducted  by  a  Board  of  Directors  composed  of  men 
well  and  favorably  known  for  wealth,  and  commercial,  financial,  and  social  standing,  offers 
to  effect  insurance  on  life  by  any  of  the  forms  of  Policies  known  in  the  business ;  to  issue 
simple  Endowments  to  be  paid  to  children,  or  other  dependents,  at  any  specified  age;  or 
to  grant  annuities. 

ADVANTAGES  OF  THE  HOME. 

It  is  a  Mutual  Company  ;  all  the  net  pro  tits  go  to  the  assured. 

It  declares  and  PAYS  dividends  to  its  Policy-holders  annually  on  all  Policies  that  at  the 
Dividend  period  (M;iy  1)  have  run  one  year. 

Its  last  dividend  was  4r0  per  cent,  waich  is  more  than  a  50  per  cent  dividend  paid  the 
fourth  year  atter  it  is  declared. 

It.  has  declared  and  paid  a  dividend  every  year  since  its  organization. 

It  loans  its  members  one-third  the  premium  as  a  permanent  loan. 

It  affords  every  facility  in  making  proof's  in  case  of  death,  and  is  prompt  in  the  payment 
of  its  losses. 

Its  assets  are  kept  most  securely  invested,  and  are  as  large  in  proportion  to  its  liabilities 
as  any  other  company. 

Its  Policies  are  all  non- forfeiting ;  that  is,  its  members  will,  under 
any  circumstances,  get  all  the  insurance  that  they  pay  for. 

ITS  POLICY-HOLDERS  ARE  FREE  TO  RESIDE  OR  TRAVEL  IN  ANY  PART 
OF  THE  WORLD  WITHOUT  SPECIAL  PERMIT  OR  EXTRA  CHARGE. 

It  numbers  among  its  officers  and  members  many  of  the  best-known  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Church.  Rev.  Thomas  Carlton,  D.D.,  is  one  of  its  Directors,  and  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Committee.  Bishops  Janes,  Siinjjson,  and  Kingsley,  and  several  hundreds  of  the 
Preachers,  are  among  its  assured  members. 

It  makes  a  very  liberal  discount  from  its  table  of  rates  to  all  Ministers 
of  the  Gospel. 

OFFICERS. 
WALTER  S.  GRIFFITH,  President.      GEORGE  C.  RIPLEY,  Secretary. 
I.  H.  FROTH  INGHAM,  Treasurer.       W.  J.  COFFIN,  Actuary. 

GENERAL  AGENTS. 

JAMES  H.  BUTLER,  Bangor,  Me. 
R.  S.  CURITSS,  Portland,  Me. 
S.  O.  WOOD,  Wilton,  Me. 

JOHN  SHEPLEY,49  Washington  Street,  Boston. 
.JOHN  SHEPLEY,  2f.  Exchange  Place,  Providence,  R.I. 
PHILIP  POND,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
A.  G.  SPALDING,  Albany,  N.Y. 

Good  local  or  soliciting  Agents  wanted  on  liberal  terms. 

Address  the  General  Agents,  or  the  Home  Office. 

Pamphlets,  and  all  required  information,  tvill  be  sent  by  mail  to  any  one  who  requires  it. 


3  0112  105545427 


S-  D.  &  H.W.  Smith's  American  Organs, 


BOSTON. 
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No  Church  or  Home  complete  without  an  American  Organ.  Every  instrument 
warranted.  Illustrated  Paper  sent  free  to  any  address.  New  Warerooms  and 
Manufactory,  TREMONT  (opp.  Waltham)  STREET,  BOSTON,  MASS. 


